Hey, big boys!
Two Sikorsky S-61N helicopters showed up recently at the airport in Slave Lake. They’re on contract with the provincial government in wildfire suppression and are based here now but will be moving wherever they are needed around the province. According to information from Wildfire Information Officer Leah Lovequist, each unit carries a 1,000 gallon tank for fire suppressant gel,
which it will drop on or next to fires to prevent spread.

Slave Lake medical businesses
opening back up
Pearl Lorentzen
Lakeside Leader

Dentists, physiotherapists, chiropractors, optometrists, and other
medical practices were
closed for a while because of COVID-19.
Starting May 4, these
professionals were allowed to reopen once
they received directions
from their professional
associations. This permission takes time, and
each practice is opening
on its own schedule.
The opening of Slave
Lake medical practices
has been staggered.
Slave Lake Physiotherapy opened right on
May 4. It had received its
protocols before then.
It’s been going well,
says
physiotherapist
Devish Kumar. Everyone has been respecting
the health protocols.

These include patients
wearing masks and not
coming in if they have
symptoms of COVID-19.
For patients without
masks or who forget, the
clinic can provide them.
For other businesses,
the information from
their association didn’t
come as quickly. One of
these is Kallanpally
Dental Clinic in Slave
Lake,
Closed
since
March 15, it reopened on
May 19.
Dr. Jeny Antony is one
of three dentists at
Kallanpally. She says,
the association sent out
the protocols for running at this time on May
11. These include the requirement for dentists
to wear either N95
masks or Grade 3 surgical masks, plus a face
shield and gown.
The new requirements
also
include

pre-screening for symptoms before appointments, and temperature
checks upon arrival.
Physical distancing is
required in all areas including the waiting
room, so appointments
are staggered. For example, if one dentist has
a patient coming in on at
8:15 a.m., the next dentist’s patient would be
scheduled for 8:45 a.m.
Jacqueline
Crokis
owns Jack Pine Dental
Hygiene in Slave Lake.
On March 16, she had
patients booked, but had
to shut down due to
COVID-19. The college
of dental hygienists released its guidelines on
May 15. Crokis opened
May 19 with a few patients a day.
“It’s not business as
sual,” she says.
Please see Page 3

Weekly COVID
North Zone COVID curve flat, for now
Pearl Lorentzen
Lakeside Leader

The North Zone curve is almost flat, with even
fewer cases than last week. Stage I of Alberta’s
COVID-19 relaunch is underway.
On May 13, Alberta Premier Jason Kenney announced that Stage I of Alberta’s economic relaunch would start as planned on May 14. This
means that non-essential retail, some sit-down
restaurants, barbers, and some other businesses are allowed to open. This applies to the
entire province except Calgary and Brooks, because of their high number of cases.
Slave Lake businesses are opening at different times (See Pages 1, 3, and 19).
On May 15, the province allowed outdoor gatherings of under 50 people provided no food was
shared, physical distance was maintained, etc.
The North Zone curve of infections is basically
flat. In the days leading up to Stage I of Alberta’s
relaunch, the AHS North Zone numbers were
down considerably.
As of May 14, Slave Lake was stable at five
cases - all recovered. The North Zone had one
more case than the week before (228) - 20 active
(including three in hospital), 193 recovered, and
15 people have died.
Please see Page 3
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COVID
From Page 1

There were several
recoveries during the
week of May 8 and May
14. This includes the
M.D. of Opportunity
(Wabasca, Sandy Lake
etc.) case and the second
of
the
two
Athabasca
County

Medical
From Page 1

As of May 14, dental
hygienists can work,
says Antony. but can
only do hand cleaning,
not ultrasonic scalers.
Untrasonic
scalers
use sound waves to remove tartar, says dentistry.com. The tool also
shoots water which
flushes debris out of the
way and keeps the tool
from overheating.
The voice mail at

cases.
The Opportunity case
may or may not have
been in a different area.
As of the end of April,
Opportunity Reeve Marcel Auger said Wabasca
doctors are working
with Alberta Health Services to clear up some
confusion regarding this
case. AHS tracking is
based on a person’s resiHealth
Within
Chiropractic Oasis says
it reopened on May 6,
with extra screening
and precautions.
William Alvarez and
his wife own Slave Lake
Eye Care. It closed
mid-March. It re-opened
Friday, May 15.
“It’s a big change,”
says Alvarez about the
new protocols. These
changes include physical spacing of patients,
cleaning, and PPE.

dence on their driver’s
license. Auger says local
doctors are 99 per cent
certain that this case is a
former Wabasca resident who moved away
from the community
some time ago and didn’t update their identification, so the person is
likely living in a different
community.
The process takes
some time, so for the
time being, the person is
still on the interactive
map on covid19stats.alberta.ca.
As of May 14, 121 people in Alberta have died
from COVID-19: 85 in the
Calgary Zone; 15 in the
North Zone; 12 in the
Edmonton Zone; eight
in the South Zone; and
one in the Central Zone.
There’s good news for
the outbreaks in seniors
facilities in McLennan
and High Prairie. From
May 8 to May 14, these

facilities increased by
fewer cases than in the
past and the majority of
people have recovered.
On May 11 and May 12,
Big Lakes County decreased by one case
each day. On May 12, it
was an active or recovered case. On May 11, it
was a death.
Due to privacy restrictions the government

was unable to comment
specifically
on
the
changes.
In general, a decrease
in the number of cases is
likely due to a person’s
address
being
corrected, says an Alberta
Government communication officer. Locations
of cases are based on
people’s identification.
This can be out of date

3

or entered incorrectly.
A comparison of data
from April 30 with data
from May 11 suggests
that the deceased was a
man over 80. On the
same day, a death was
listed in the M.D. of
Peace, northwest of Big
Lakes, with the same demographic information.
It is possible that this
was the same person.

Graph of North Zone cases and deaths created by Leader staff with data from
covid19stats.alberta.ca. (Scale is different from previous graphs published).
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An ember in
your
eavestrough
Speaking of wildfire, one question property
owners should be asking themselves is this: if
embers start falling out of the sky, what are the
chances of something in my yard catching fire?
The same question can be asked about a
ground fire that comes creeping in. What will it
find when it gets to your yard? Lots of easy stuff
to burn, or not? Those things can make the difference between losing a shed, a barn or a
house and not losing any of them.
If an ember falls in your eavestrough, what is
it going to find? A lot of dry leaves and needles?
Or not, because you clean it out every year.
Firewood stacked against the house? In 2011,
airborne embers were starting fires in
eavestroughs and in woodpiles, among other
things. Even ornamental bark beds were bursting into flame.
Decks with flammable stuff stored under
them? Same story.
Spruce and pine trees close to your buildings? Asking for trouble.

Rural shrinkage
A bit of idle research that started out with the
relative sizes of Alberta and Texas (Texas is
bigger) somehow led to a list of Alberta municipalities by population. It shows 2011 and 2016
federal census figures and the percentage
change. While the bigger centres grew and
their bedroom communities along with them,
many smaller towns actually lost population in
that five-year period. Slave Lake was one of
those. According to Statistics Canada, it lost
about 400 people and is officially at 6,155 – until
the 2021 census and who knows what that will
show. The drop from 2011 to 2016 was 5.4 per
cent, by the way. Airdrie grew by 42 per cent in
the same period, the second fastest in the
province (to Cochrane).
In our area, Athabasca was down by 4.9 per
cent. High Prairie held pretty steady, with only
a .7 per cent drop (17 people). Westlock was up
3.2 per cent. Some place called Westlake
jumped 265 per cent, but we’re not counting it
because it’s part of Clairmont, which is itself a
suburb of Grande Prairie.
And the population loss leader for that period? LaCrete, at 25.6 per cent.
When it comes to rural municipalities, the
scenario is similar. Most grew between the 2011
and 2016 census years and a few shrank. Lesser
Slave River fell 4.3 per cent, from 2,929 to 2,803.
Others took a slightly bigger hit – Pincher
Creek County (6.1 per cent) Westlock County
(5.5 per cent) are two of those. Our neighbour to
the west, Big Lakes County, lost 4.1 per cent of
its population.
Going strongly in the other direction were
two counties not associated with large urban
centres. The M.D. of Bonnyville led all RMs
with 21.3 per cent population gain. Hot on its
heels was the M.D. of Peace (west of Peace
River), with a 20.8 per cent gain.

Helium: the next black diamond?
Commentary by
Pearl Lorentzen

On May 13, the Alberta government announced a royalty rate
for helium because of “soaring
helium interest.”
In the not-so-distant past, oil
was in demand. Years earlier,
coal was the hot ticket item.
Now, it might be helium.
Canada has the fifth largest
helium reserve in the world, says
the news release. The provincial
government touts helium as a
way to diversify the economy and
use an untapped resource.
But is moving to another resource really diversifying the
economy? The resource may dry
up. Or we could end up in the
same situation with helium as
with oil, coal and natural gas. Alberta has lots, can extract it, but
nobody wants it.
Resource extraction has been
the backbone of Alberta’s economy for years. Increasing the
types of resources extracted is
good for the economy, but the
danger is in replacing one
boom-and-bust resource for another.
Back in the 1800s coal was
king. Some people made a lot of
money off coal. Others got the
black lung and a paycheque.

Black Diamond, Coalhurst, Diamond City and other Alberta
towns were named after coal.
Now, good luck finding Diamond
City on a map.
In Wales, Cardiff Castle is built
on the ruins of a Roman fort. The
current structure looks like a
medieval castle, but was mostly
built with a coal fortune in the
early 1800s, complete with flush
toilets.
Now, no one wants to buy coal.
Recently, natural gas hasn’t
been worth much and many Alberta municipalities have lost income because of this.
However, helium is extracted
from natural gas, says the Royal
Society of Chemistry. Helium is
the second most abundant element in the universe. It is in
stars. On earth, there is new helium being made all the time. It
is non-toxic. It is in the air, but is
expensive to extract it from this
source.
Helium is used in medical imaging, electronics and space exploration, says the provincial
news release.
In space, says the Royal Society, helium is used to cool satellite instruments. In the Apollo
space vehicles [1963 to 1972], it
cooled liquid oxygen and hydrogen.

It is also used to cool superconducting magnets in MRI
scanners, Nuclear Magnetic
Resonance Spectrometer
[NMR], and the Large Hadron
Collider [LHC].
According to CERN, which operates LHC, LHC is the most
powerful and largest particle accelerator in the world, including
27-km rings of superconducting
magnets.
The most recognizable helium
use is to inflate balloons,
weather balloons and airships.
At one time, hydrogen was used,
but it blows up. The most famous
instance is the Hindenburg, a
German passenger airship, in
New Jersey in 1937.
Helium is used in arc welding,
helium-neon lasers in bar-code
scanners, helium-ion microscopes, to inflate airbags, to find
leaks in air-conditioning, to create a stable atmosphere for
deep-sea divers and while making fibre optics and semiconductors.
By all means, extracting helium from natural gas in Alberta
makes sense, but it makes sense
to also add manufacturing and
research jobs connected with helium. Alberta can’t remain a resource economy forever.
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Act now to end Alberta’s
economic nightmare
Gwyn Morgan
Troy Media

Albertans are living a
five-year nightmare that just
keeps getting worse.
The nightmare started in 2015
when our newly-elected Prime
Minster Justin Trudeau appointed Gerald Butts, head of
the Canadian arm of the
anti-fossil-fuel World Wildlife
Fund, as his principal secretary
and key adviser.
A year later, Trudeau
cancelled the previously approved Northern Gateway Pipeline destined for the B.C. port of
Prince Rupert.
Then in early 2017, Trudeau
made his infamous visit to Alberta in which he advocated a
“phase-out of the oil sands.”
Later that year came the demise of the Energy East Pipeline to the New Brunswick port
of Moncton when, after regulatory hearings and consultations
had been completed, Trudeau
acceded to Quebec’s objections
by inserting new, deliberately
impossible conditions.
With no access to tidewater,
Canadian oil producers were
left hostage to American refiners at captive market discounts
as high as $2 billion per month.
Had the cancelled pipelines
been built, those lost tens of billions of dollars would have been
on industry balance sheets.
Instead, most companies
were already on the edge of a financial precipice when the
COVID-19 crisis slashed world
oil demand. Their only hope
was government aid, a prospect
vehemently opposed by the
anti-fossil fuel groups, most of
whom make their living off the
public purse.
On March 25, a collection of
108 groups comprising public
service unions, environmentalists such as the Sierra Club and
Greenpeace, and civil disobedience advocates Extinction Rebellion, Climate Justice and Climate Strike sent a letter to the
prime minister stating: “Giving
billions of dollars to failing oil
and gas companies … only prolongs reliance on fossil fuels.”
Speaking of green energy, The
Planet of Humans, a powerful
new documentary produced by
erstwhile environmentalists’

hero Michael Moore making its
debut on YouTube, is a
myth-buster that’s shaking the
green energy establishment to
its roots.
Then came another letter
from 265 Canadian university
professors arguing that the industry should be left to die and
the funds go instead to
green-energy development.
Those letter writers may
have got their way. But three
days before the prime minister’s April 17 announcement, Alberta oil prices went below
zero, pushing many companies
off the precipice. So Ottawa did
act. But the help it provided was
both modest and selective.
The Business Development
Bank of Canada announced $15
million to $60 million in
one-year loans at “full commercial interest rates” for qualifying small and medium-sized
companies. This does provide a
temporary reprieve for some
companies but it’s hard to think
of a more modest measure for
an industry employing half a
million people facing existential
crisis.
By comparison, in the 2009
Ontario auto industry crisis, the
federal government injected $20
billion (in 2020 dollars) – without repayment requirements –
to save just 22,000 jobs.
The oil and gas industry has
long been the most important
engine of Canada’s economy.
From 2014 to 2018, it contributed over $100 billion to gross
domestic product, tens of billions in direct payments to governments and income taxes
paid by those half a million employees. Average annual capital
spending of $40 billion sourced
equipment across the country.
Moreover, Alberta has long
been the largest contributor to
federal revenues. A recent Fraser Institute study found that
from 2014 to 2018, Alberta’s net
contribution to Ottawa was $94
billion, $36 billion more than Ontario’s, though Ontario’s population is three times Alberta’s.
In 2019, despite captive-market discounts, oil and gas and
its derivatives accounted for
US$115 billion in net exports
(exports minus imports) and
five of Canada’s top 10 net-export goods.
And here’s a dramatic illus-

tration of Canada’s dependency
on our bountiful resource endowment: Of these top 10 net
exports, seven are natural resources and the other three are
agricultural. Vehicles aren’t
among the top 10 net exports
because we import more than
we export.
Korea’s economy bounced
back from COVID-19 in part because it’s a manufacturing powerhouse. Canada’s recovery will
depend on government policies
that actively encourage, rather
than impede, resource investment.
Over the past few years, production growth from U.S. oil
shale and Canadian oil sands
have substantially reduced the
Saudi Arabian and Russian
share of global oil markets.
The COVID-19 collapse in oil
demand hands Vladimir Putin
and Crown Prince Mohammed
Bin Salman a perfect opportunity to achieve their long-standing goal of destroying the U.S.
and Canadian industries.
This would be a blow to the
U.S. but America’s world-leading industrial diversification
would carry it through.
By contrast, resource-dependent Canada would lose its
most important industry. And
an entire province would move
from Canada’s biggest net economic contributor to its most
impoverished.
The COVID-19 experience
also teaches us the folly of depending on other countries for
critical supplies. Energy is the
most important of those.
The Energy East cancellation
has left Quebec and the Atlantic
provinces dependent on oil now
supplied mainly by – guess
who? – Saudi Arabia.
If that decision could be reversed, Energy East could be
fast-tracked, as it mostly involves converting an existing
natural gas pipeline to oil.
Canada should engage the
U.S. administration to set a viable minimum North American
benchmark oil price and phase
in a ban on offshore imports.
Every day that passes sees
further weakening of the industry that’s most important to restoring government revenues.
And any hope Albertans have of
waking from their tragic
five-year nightmare diminishes.

Is the lockdown
just delaying
the inevitable?
Brian Giesbrecht
Frontier Centre for Public Policy

We are in lockdown to slow the spread of the
coronavirus. Schools are emptied and businesses deemed non-essential closed. We must
know that we are saddling the next generation
with crushing debt and enormous social costs.
The rationale is by social distancing measures
and closures, we will “flatten the curve” and
prevent hospitals from being overwhelmed.
We are living with incredible restrictions and
questions should be asked. There is no evidence that the draconian measures, closing
schools and businesses, were necessary.
Sweden supports social distancing but hasn’t
closed primary schools and most businesses.
While the World Health Organization (WHO)
wants Sweden to enter lockdown along with the
rest of Europe, Sweden follows its own course.
It is probable that the Swedes will be immune
from the next wave of the disease – achieving
“herd immunity” – while citizens of locked down
countries remain susceptible. Taiwan, South
Korea, Singapore, and Japan are some of the
other countries that didn’t close their primary
schools or businesses.
What is our game plan? Why not do what Taiwan or Sweden have done? The curve has been
or is being “flattened”.
Do our politicians have a plan to make the virus disappear? If so, tell us!
We should get our economy moving again.
The first step should be reopening the schools
and selected businesses. Yes, some school children will get sick and infect their parents and
others.
Did closing schools ever make sense, or has it
prolonged the life of the virus in our community? The overwhelming percentage of healthy
people who get infected will recover. Nature
has designed healthy bodies to cope with respiratory illnesses.
Those elderly with compromised health bear
the primary risk. This pandemic has revealed
starkly how ill-prepared many of our nursing
and care home systems were to protect the
most vulnerable from infectious disease.
Clearly, changes must be made. But, surely the
protection of the elderly and the at-risk population should not be allowed to compromise our
children’s future.
As a grandfather, I am thankful that this virus
goes after us and not the young. I am doing social distancing and hand washing. If I do get
sick I will be comforted by knowing that the vast
majority of healthy people will recover. Could it
be that we are giving in to irrational fears?
Don’t we need to rebuild a strong economy to
prepare for the awful possibility that another
and worse pandemic is in our future? An economy in shreds would leave us hopelessly unprepared and our young struggling.
Recent California antibody tests indicate that
the mortality rate for COVID-19 might be more
like two in a thousand rather than two in a hundred. So, if the plan is to wait for a vaccine, really, is it reasonable to accept living in lockdown
for a year? Surely even seniors in compromised
health prefer to spend the last stage of their life
with their families, not in isolation. Again, is it
reasonable to put our lives in suspended animation?
Or, is it time to ditch our “hunker in the
bunker” mentality and drop our draconian freedom-crushing strategy and get on with life?
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Gardening
Grade 4 students at E.G. Wahlstrom
To the Editor:

The purpose of gardening is to create more
healthy foods for people
to eat, and planting flowers adds more oxygen
into the air. It is also a
time to have fun getting
dirty!
I have been gardening
for as long as I can remember. When I’m outTo the Editor:

The purpose of gardening is growing your
own flowers and food. If
we didn’t plant plants
we wouldn’t be able to
breathe or eat! I haven’t
really helped with a garden but I’ve seen a garden. My nana Crystal
has a big garden in her
To the Editor:

People have gardens
for different reasons:
They like gardening,
they don’t have to pay as
much for food or because the food tastes
better. Some people also
do it because they know
that the food isn’t cov-

side gardening, the sun
is shining, the wind is
blowing, and my dog is
outside with me. I like to
be in the garden, because when I garden, I
like to see all the bugs
and worms hiding in the
dirt. I like to plant seeds
for flowers, vegetables,
and fruit. I also like to
plant trees!
I get to take care of my

garden throughout the
summer, and make sure
it gets water often. Once
the garden is ready to
harvest, I get to eat my
home-grown vegetables
and fruits.
My favourite berry is a
saskatoon; they are so
good!

backyard. My Nana has
a green house, raised
gardens and a garden
on the ground.
I would like to help in a
garden or have a garden
of my own. If I had a garden of my own it would
give me food to eat! I
would like to grow corn,
carrots, potatoes, peas
and onions. With all of

these vegetables I could
make a stew! My family
and I have an apple tree
and my mom takes the
apples to an apple pie!
Food gardens are meant
to feed us, but you can
also grow a flower garden!

ered in wax or chemicals.
I do help in my family’s garden. I help plant
the seeds and eat the
fruit and vegetables. I
like working in the garden unless I have to
weed it. I like to watch
the plants grow and then
eat them. My favourite

things that we grow are
carrots, potatoes, tomatoes, cucumbers, strawberries,
raspberries,
cherries and all the fruit
we grow.
I don’t know about everyone else, but I like
gardening.

Halianna
VanEssen-Tanghe

Taylor Seppola

Aleana Bablitz

SL library deliverying books
Pearl Lorentzen
Lakeside Leader

The Rotary Club of
Slave Lake Library now
offers contactless delivery and curb-side pick
up. All holds and books
are renewed until July
31, so there are no late
fees during this time.
Books can be returned
either at the time of a
pick up or delivery, or in
the book drop at the library.
Returned books are
put into 10 days of quarantine before they are
touched and put back
into circulation.
Curbside delivery and
pickups started May 12.
It is Tuesdays and
Thursdays from 11 a.m.
to 3 p.m.
The goal at the beginning is to get all of the
books which were on
hold before COVID to
readers, says regional library manager Kendra

McRee. This is quite a
few books, so for now
people in town can’t do
curb-side pickup. Books
are delivered to their
doors, via contactless
delivery. Pick-up is for
people who live outside
of Slave Lake. As the
number of holds decreases, the library will
move
to
curb-side
pickup for everyone.
The first day from 11
a.m. to 3 p.m., each of the
15 minute time slots was
booked
for
both
curb-side and delivery.
McRee is delivering
the books herself. She
asks that people put any
returns on the step, just
before she’s supposed to
arrive.
Curb-side pickup is
done in the courtyard in
front of the library.
There is a table, line on
the ground, and a doorbell. At the appointed
time, library users ring
the doorbell, then step

behind the line. Library
staff come out and put
the books, DVDs etc on
the table. When the library staff has gone
back inside, the person
can pick up their items.
The staff then sanitizes
the table and door bell.
People should not touch
the door handle.
The steps outlined on
Facebook are simple.
Step
one:
Call
(780-849-5250) or email
(circulation@slavelake
library.ab.ca) to request
the books/movie/games
you would like. The staff
will check them out to
your account.
McRee says the reason for this is that the library system is set up to
put books on hold in any
library in the province,
not your closest library.
The library website can
still be searched to find
out what books are available.
Please see Page 7
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M.D. of Lesser Slave River

Council notebook
Joe McWilliams

May 13, 2020 meeting

‘Known risk’ list causes M.D.
council some headaches
Joe McWilliams
Lakeside Leader

Lakeside Leader

Re-launch
Regarding the M.D.’s response to the province’s call for a phased
‘re-launch’ of normal activities, the M.D. is not going to rush into anything.
For one thing, the provincial generalities have to be translated into municipal operations, CAO Allan Winarski told council.
One thing the M.D. will have is Plexiglas at the front counter. Otherwise,
early moves include the opening of a couple of boat launches and washrooms
at Flatbush. Other openings of parks, playgrounds and such await the arrival
of M.D. summer staff, which is expected the first week of June.
Barry Kolenosky, responsible for rural services, explained that the work
required to keep facilities swabbed and disinfected under the new protocols
is why that will have to wait until the extra staff is on board.
Councillor Brad Pearson suggested locking the gates on playgrounds until
the time comes. That can lead to other problems, said Kolenosky.

Canyon Creek campground
Further on the re-opening topic, Kolenosky’s recommendation was to not
open the campground at the west end of Canyon Creek this year. It’s just too
hard to control numbers and proximity, he said. Plus some work the M.D.
plans to do there this summer would interfere with (or be interfered with by)
campers.
“The liability side of things far outweighs the dollars they (the community
association) could make there,” he said. (It became official on May 14)
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M.D. of Lesser Slave
River council’s attempt
to dig into a difficult and
possibly controversial
matter did not result in
the anticipated motion.
In effect, the M.D. is
being required (via directive from the province), to reduce risk to
its peace officer by coming up with a list of people and animals that
might do them harm.
The idea is if the peace
officer has to pay a visit
to a place or person on
the list, he takes certain
precautions, such has

having backup.
Presenting the report,
CAO Allan Winarski
spoke of an incident in
Foothills County that
was a catalyst for this
new attempt to improve
safety for peace officers.
In that case, unarmed
PO Rod Lazenby visited
a property near Priddis
that had been the subject of a complaint. He
was attacked and killed
by the resident.
Winarski
admitted
making a list of people
who ‘might’ behave violently was loaded with
pitfalls.
“The challenge is
you’re damned if you do

and damned if you
don’t,” he said.
The more council discussed it, the more problematic it seemed.
“The purpose of this is
good,” said councillor
Brian Rosche. “The execution of it maybe not so
good.”
Winarski finally asked
for it to be tabled.
“I think maybe we
should push back on
this,” he said.
Council agreed. Councillor Esau asked that
when it comes back for
discussion if Peace Officer Paul Mulholland can
be there to provide his
perspective.

Riding arena
Councillor Becky Peiffer asked about the Traildusters grounds at Smith.
June 8 is the likely re-opening date, Kolenosky said, “with strict guidelines
as to how many people.”

Canyon Creek harbour transfer
The M.D. is taking steps to take over the lease for the Canyon Creek harbour and campground.
“It’s been long known eventually this day would come,” said Winarski, presenting the report.
To be more accurate, it is more than one lease. The harbour itself is a federal asset, the campground consists of a couple of provincial leases.
In council’s package was a letter from the harbour authority, formally requesting the transfer. The proposed date is Sept. 15.
“I’m in favour,” said councillor Brian Rosche, making the motion.
Councillor Darcie Acton thought it might be a tad premature, since “We
don’t have a full listing of the assets we are taking over.”
Rosche was against any delay, “before we lose the opportunity.”
Councillor Robert Esau asked if the M.D. would inherit any liability with
the acquisition, such as for clean-up.
“The federal government has an obligation to bring it up to snuff,” said
Winarski.
Council approved the motion to get the process started. For the time being
the harbour authority’s contractor will continue to operate the facility.

Cooperation with the southern neighbour
Council approved a mutual aid agreement with Westlock County, covering
fire services. It provides certainty with regard to costs, should either municipality call on neighbouring fire departments to respond across the boundary. The agreement was requested by the county, council heard.
“Given that they aren’t in the Forest Protection area,” said Winarski,
“they have a much greater desire for certainty than we do.”
Winarski said the agreement “defines the relationship and allows for billings to go back and forth.”

Emergency management
Council approved an updated version of the M.D.’s Emergency Management Program Bylaw. The existing bylaw is from 2004 and does not reflect
changes in the provincial act.
The new version clearly defines the powers of the M.D.’s Emergency Advisory Committee and sets a framework in which emergency powers can be
exercised.

Emerg. committee meets
Having accomplished that, council changed hats for a few minutes and
met as the Emergency Advisory Committee, which it is required to do once
per year at minimum. It amounted to a quick review of the procedures to be
followed in the event of an emergency – who does what, who calls who and so
on.
One thing that’s involved is the M.D.’s emergency notification system. Incorporating Sawridge First Nation residents into that is one of the things being worked on. Winarski said progress is being made there.
More notes on Page 8

Not so nice ice
Ice on Lesser Slave Lake was moving all over the place last week, including
up on the shore at various points with considerable force. In the case pictured above, the ice ran up the shore at Wagner, tipping over an ice-fishing
trailer that had been parked too close.

Book
delivery
From Page 6

However, a request
placed through the
website won’t be sent to
the Slave Lake library.
The inter-library loan
system was shut down
provincially, so only the
books which are physically in the Slave Lake library can be taken out at
this time.
Libraries don’t reopen until Stage Two of
relaunch. No time has
been given by the provincial government for
this stage. It will depend
on how Stage One goes.
Step two: The staff will
schedule a time for pick
up or delivery. This can
be to your home or business, but remember not
to answer the door.
Within the bag that

has the order, there is a
paper with sanitation
tips to help take care of
the books and yourself.
These include not
sneezing on the books

and hand washing.
Finished books can be
returned in bags in the
book drop or will be
picked up upon next delivery.

Librarian Kendra McRee delivers library books
from the Slave Lake Library to a staff member at
The Leader on May 14.
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M.D. council

Strawberry fire ruled an accident

From Page 7

Chris Clegg

Appreciation for doctors
Per a request by councillor Brian Rosche, council discussed the idea of
recognizing the long service to the community of a couple of soon-to-retire
medical doctors.
Drs. O’Keeffe and Keaveny were “the only doctors who stayed after the
fire and rebuilt,” said Rosche. He proposed a letter of appreciation for their
years of service, which he estimated to be a good 30 years.
“He delivered my son and he’s 27,” offered recording secretary Lana
Spencer.
Reeve Murray Kerik proposed something more than just a letter.
Winarski said he’d see to it.

One-way walkways?
Somebody at Marten Beach has asked the M.D. to consider making the
walkways to the beach one-way, so as to reduce traffic and the risk of virus
transmission this summer. The response was not too enthusiastic.
Winarski suggested social distancing signs as an alternative.
“You know how independent they are out there,” he said. “This is Alberta.
When you close down the washrooms people crap in the parking lot.”
Winarski said he’d contact the cottagers’ association.

Weed and pest inspectors
Weed and pest inspectors have to be appointed by council. Accordingly,
Chantelle Boris and Tara Kozdroski were appointed inspectors under the
two relevant acts, with Barry Kolenosky in a back-up position.

Support for food banks
Council approved a contribution from Family and Community Support
Services (FCSS) funds to a couple of area food banks. Unlike usual FCSS
grants, this was not a request from the organizations; the idea came from the
M.D. Accordingly, the food bank in Athabasca will receive $1,500 and the one
in Slave Lake $1,000.
The support for food banks goes in tandem with a new FCSS-supported
program of delivery of groceries and prescription medicine to seniors and
others in need. This is being handled by three separate contractors in three
regions of the M.D. (See article on Page 16)

Gravel haul
The M.D. got a bigger than usual response to its request for bids on the
2020 gravel haul contract – perhaps a result of the sluggishness of the
oilpatch industry. It received eight bids, ranging from $443,000 to $1.99 million. The winner is Fortune Oilfield, which had the low bid and the only one
within what the M.D. had budgeted ($484,386).

Gravel crush
The M.D. contract for crushing goes to Carwald Redimix, which was actually the higher of the two bids received. Both were under the $400,000 the
M.D. had budgeted for crushing this year. Carwald’s was $398,000 and got
the nod likely because it is a local company.

Community Futures
Councillor Pearson reported this organization is offering a deferment on
loan repayments. Also coming is a series of ‘webinars’ to help small businesses “navigate through the COVID thing.”
CF people have been working from home, Pearson said, and it has been
going so well, “the model might change.”
Lastly, Community Futures is looking for two more board members.

Regional Library Board
Curbside pickup and delivery is something new from the library in Slave
Lake, councillor Becky Peiffer reported. News from Ruth at the library in
Smith is new flooring is being installed.

Airport Commission
Perimeter security is the big issue facing the board at the moment. Councillor Acton, making the report, did not have much to say about this except
that it should be discussed in camera. Other news from the airport is it had a
good year financially in 2019 and ended up with a surplus.

Homeland Housing
Councillor Melzer reported the financial situation for the organization is
good, but it faces extra costs related to COVID. Speaking of which, there are
“no cases to my knowledge,” in Homeland facilities, Melzer said.
The lockdown has been eased a bit. Family members (one at a time) are
now allowed to visit residents “at a distance.”

Community Futures Tawatinaw
Councillor Melzer said $40,000 loans are available to businesses that haven’t qualified through other avenues. First come, first served.

For the Lakeside Leader

A fire at a popular local restaurant first
deemed to be suspicious
is now termed accidental and the investigation
closed.
Big Lakes County fire
chief David Sturgeon investigated the April 20
blaze which destroyed
the Strawberry Service
Station building.
“We have wrapped up
our investigation into
the fire...the cause of the
fire is deemed accidental. Through the evidence gathered in the
investigation we are
able to conclude that the
fire was not suspicious,”
says Sturgeon.
About 40 firefighters
from Kinuso, Faust and
Joussard of Big Lakes
County Fire Services,
High Prairie and Lesser
Slave Lake Fire Services in Slake Lake responded to the call
around 3:42 a.m.
“When I arrived on
the scene, the building
was fully engulfed,”
Sturgeon says.

The business was
closed and nobody was
inside the building at the
time. As a result, nobody
was injured.

“I would like to thank
everyone who aided Big
Lakes County Fire Services that day,” says
Sturgeon.

Sprucing up the Smith
Library
Ken Hayes, from Athabasca Stone and Tile,
poses with the scraped floor of the Smith Library on May 13. He’d just finished pulling up
the old flooring and was getting ready to put in
the new. The new floor and window cleaning
etc. will make the already welcoming space
even more so, says librarian Ruth Reay. She’s
looking forward to when she can once again
welcome people into the space.
Reay has been very busy - ‘weeding’ out old
books, sorting donations, and making online
programs. Photo courtesy Ruth Reay.

Group lobbying for restoration
of commercial fishing
Joe McWilliams
Lakeside Leader

The Province of Alberta shut down commercial fishing six years
ago. And ever since
then, proponents of that
type of fishing have been
agitating to get it back.
It hasn’t happened,
but the newly-reconstituted Zone A Commercial Fishermen’s Association is actively lobbying
for it. They’ve got a plan
that might make it more
palatable and perhaps
some
reason
for
optimism.
“The UCP said they
would open it up when
they got elected,” says
new Zone A president
Reg
Merkley
of
Assineau.
No results yet, he
says, and the group has
had trouble getting the
government to respond,
but it is working at it.
What they’re proposing is a different model
than what existed before. Small scale for
starters, Merkley says,
with sales only in Alberta.
Processing proposed
for the existing fish
co-op plant in Faust. The
target species would be
whitefish, which apparently exist in abundance, and are believed
(at least by the commer-

cial fishermen) to be responsible for keeping
the jack and pickerel
(walleye)
numbers
down.
Merkely says he’s
been out a couple of
times on net pulls with
people with domestic
fishing licenses.
“They were getting
about 300 lbs. per net,”
he says. “And big ones.”
The proposal is for a
bigger mesh size (than
previously), so as to get
the big whitefish and
avoid incidental catch of
walleye and pike.
Merkley says the
province’s Fisheries department “is dragging

its feet” and it’s no surprise. Supervising the
commercial fishery was
a huge amount of work
for them back in the day
and they aren’t keen to
return to that, he says.
That’s why it would have
to be done differently if it
resumes, and that’s
what the association is
proposing.
The solution, if there
is one, has to come from
the political side.
“If we can get them
talking,” Merkley says.
“Start small – see how it
goes.”
Merkley
can
be
reached at 780-369-3621.
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How about this idea?
Invite Prince William
back for the 10-year anniversary of the 2011

Slave Lake wildfires? He
and his wife Catherine,
the Duchess of Cambridge, visited shortly af-

ter the fires and toured
some of the neighbourhoods destroyed by the
fire. How about inviting
them back to see the restoration? Just putting it
out there on behalf of
somebody who mentioned it to us.

*****

Nice crushed ice show
along the lakeshore last
week. It’s always fun and
interesting to see how
much power there is in
ice when it decides to get
moving. There isn’t
much that can resist it.

*****

Somebody was telling
us they saw a vehicle
parked outside the gate
at a certain hardware
store on a Sunday, and a
guy on a ladder up
against the fence. This
was in the middle of the
day, with all sorts of
spectators driving by.
Surely it wasn’t somebody carrying out a theft
in broad daylight? No, it
turns out somebody in
management was doing
something unusual because the gate wouldn’t
open.

*****

Pat Potvin of Slave
Lake is participating in

Most, if not all of the events listed below are not
happening, for the time beingd, due to the COVID-19
situation. For details on any of them, please call the
listed number.

ABUNDANT LIFE WORSHIP CENTRE - Sat.
service, 7 p.m. Sun., 9 a.m. and 11 a.m. services. Call
780-849-4208 or go to www.alwc.church.
ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS - SLNFC closed
meetings Wed. at 8 p.m. 416 6 Ave. N.E. Open meetings Sat. at 8 p.m. Closed meetings Tues. and Fri. at
8 p.m. at Community Christian Centre. Tues., Wed.,
and Fri. Last meetings of the month open - anyone
welcome. Call 780-849-3989 or 780-805-1356 for info.
ANIMAL RESCUE COMMITTEE OF SLAVE
LAKE - Please call 780-849-3225.
COMMUNITY CHRISTIAN CENTRE - Morning service, 10 a.m. with childrens’ church. 612 6 St.
SE. Call 780-849-4993 for info.
CORNERSTONE CHURCH OF SLAVE LAKE
- 633 Main St. NW. Sun. 11 a.m. adult Sunday School
12:30 Sunday Service & children Sunday School.
Wed. 7 p.m. Bible Study.
THE GATHERING PLACE - Coffee and Fellowship, 10 a.m. - 10:30 a.m., morning service 10:30 a.m.
Wed. Bible study, 7:00 p.m. Sunday school, ages 4 10. Call 780-843-6636.
HOSPITAL AUXILIARY - Meets the last Tues.
of every month 7 p.m. at the hospital. New members
welcome. Contact Dianne Cofer 780-849-2453.
KINETTE CLUB OF SLAVE LAKE - A community service group looking for new members. Supper meetings the 3rd Thurs. of each month. Call
April Garon 780-849-1669.
NARCOTICS ANONYMOUS - Narcotics Anony-

his 21st straight MS 150
bicycle ride, which is a
fundraiser to help find a
cure for multiple sclerosis. As per usual, he’s
looking for donations,
which can be made online. Pat’s easy to find on
Facebook, and a link is
there.
Thanks to the COVID
pandemic, the ride is being done differently this
year. Instead of Leduc to
Camrose and back, Pat
will be riding a route
around Slave Lake until
he’s covered the usual
distance. He’s doing his
8.1-kilometre
training
route 21 times over two
days, June 27 and 28.

*****

The North Zone curve
is flattening! At least
that’s what our staff
COVID-watcher, Pearl
Lorentzen tells us.
Good news. If we continue being careful, we’ll
flatten the sucker all the
way down to where we
can squash it altogether.

*****

May 12 was National
Limerick
Day. We
briefly considered making the effort to come up
with a new one in honour
of the day, but aban-

mous Slave Lake Inn and Conference Centre, Mon.
and Thurs., 8 p.m. For more info. call 780-843-5950 or
780-843-5064.
PARENT LINK CENTRE - A learning centre for
children aged birth to five. Programs run Mon. to
Fri. 213 3rd N.E. All programs free! Please call
780-849-4103.
REGIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL ACTION
COMMITTEE (REAC) - Meets every two months
in Joussard,. Faust, or Slave Lake. For more info. on
local environmental initiatives and for car pooling
call Jule at 780-805-1709 or Bonnie 780-355-3054.
ROTARY CLUB - Meets every Tues. morning 7
a.m. at the Holiday Inn. Rotary Seniors’ Sessions.
ROTARY CLUB OF SLAVE LAKE PUBLIC
LIBRARY - Regular Weekly Programs: Mon. – Afternoon Movie Time at 4 p.m. Tues. – Story Time at
10:30 a.m. Fri. - Drop in LEGO Time all day. For
more info 780-849-5250.
ROYAL CANADIAN LEGION - Bingo Tues.
Early Bird at 6:50. Crib at 7 p.m., Darts at 7:30.
Doors open 6 p.m.. Steak Suppers Fridays - 5:30 - 7
p.m. - $17 for steak and all the fixings. Call Carol
780-805-1513 or Beth 780-849-1342 for info.
ROYAL PURPLE - General Meetings every 3rd
Tues. of the month. New members welcome. Contact Annellen at 780-849-5507 or Marlene at
780-849-4983.
ST. PETER’S ECUMENICAL CHURCH - 7
p.m. Services and Sunday school every Sun. at 10:30
a.m. 500 7th St. S.E. Everyone welcome.
SLAVE LAKE ALANON FAMILY GROUPS Wed. at 8:00 p.m., SLNFC, 416 6 Ave. N.E., for those
affected by someone else’s drinking. Contacts: Dave
780-849-2114, Donna 780-843-5300. Email:
slavelakeafg@gmail.com.
SLAVE LAKE ALLIANCE CHURCH - Sunday
Service 11 a.m. 500 6 Ave. N.E. 780-849-3660.
SLAVE LAKE ELKS #379 - Suite 200, 400 6 Ave.,
N.E., 2nd Tues. of the month, 7 p.m. Call
780-849-1378.

doned it quite quickly for
lack of a good idea. However, having mentioned
it, we think it’s only fair
to include one. Pelicans
will be back on Lesser
Slave Lake soon (if
they’re not already), and
here’s
what
Dixon
Lanier Merritt had to
say about that impressive creature:
A wonderful bird is
the pelican
His beak can hold
more than his bellycan
He can hold in his
beak
Enough food for a
week
Though I’m damned if
I know how the helican.

*****

Museums are part of
Stage I of the Alberta
government’s relaunch.
Slave Lake doesn’t have
any of these, but Kinuso,
High
Prairie
and
Athabsca all have one.
The Kinuso Museum
is the Kinosayo Museum.
Kinosayo
Museum
president
Jennifer
Churchill says the museum is waiting on more
information from the Alberta government and
Alberta Museums Association before making
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plans to open.

*****

Optimistic
reports
last Thursday, May 14,
had Lesser Slave Lake
completely free of ice.
That’s the way it looked
from the east end, at
shore level. However, as
usual, the mass of ice
had moved west and
there was plenty of it in
view from Widewater. A
few years ago somebody
who should have known
better announced the
ice was gone at a record
early date. On the same
day or a day later we received a photo taken
from a Forestry plane
showing the lake about
three quarters clogged
with ice. Don’t trust
your eyes, especially
when you are standing
at the edge of the water.
Another example of how
deceptive it can be: last
week we stopped at the
M.D.’s lookout opposite
the landfill access road.
Solid ice over the lake as
far as we could see. But
the view from up the
landfill road revealed
more open water than
ice to the northeast.
Perspective
is
everything.

SLAVE LAKE NATIVE FRIENDSHIP
CENTRE - Clothing bank Tues. to Thurs. from
10:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. and Fri. 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Food Bank Tues., Wed., Thurs., 10 a.m. - 1 p.m.
Soup and bannock every Fri., 11:30 a.m. - 1 p.m.
Call 780-849-3039.
SLAVE LAKE PIONEERS - 208 4 Ave. N. E.
Meeting first Thurs. of every month at 1 p.m.
Cribbage every second Thurs. of the month at 7
p.m. and last Sat. at 1 p.m. Floor curling Tues.
and Thurs. at 2 p.m. and pool every Mon., Wed.
and Fri. at 1:00 p.m. Contact Ed 780-849-5387.
SLAVE LAKE UKRAINIAN CULTURAL
SOCIETY - For information please email us at
slucsdance@gmail.com or check out our
Facebook page.
SLAVE LAKE WESLEYAN CHURCH - 321 5
St. N.W. Worship Service, 10:30 a.m. Wed. Book
Study, 5:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.; Crafts etc. hang out
6:30 to 8:30 p.m. Feb. 16 Family Day Social at 1:30
p.m., Feb. 23 free Energy Saving Workshop 1:30.
Feb. 26 kick off $40 for 40 fundraiser. Everyone
welcome.
780-849-5322,
email
slave.lake.wc@gmail.com.
SLAVE LAKE WRITERS GROUP - Meets
the last Monday of every month from 6:30 to 8
p.m. via video chat, until further notice. For more
info call Pearl at 780-691-6122. Once COVID-19
restrictions are lifted, it will return to the Rotary
Club of Slave Lake Libary.
THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF
LATTER -DAY SAINTS - 901 6 ave SE. Sunday
Sacrament Service 10:00 a.m. Call 780-260-0204.
TOPS - Every Thurs. Weigh-ins are 6 p.m. 6:30 p.m., meetings 6:30 p.m. - 7 p.m. at Broad
Brothers
Shop
Please
contact
babs08@hotmail.com or call 780-805-1265.
VANDERWELL LODGE - Crib tournament
first Sat. of each month in rec. room, 1 - 3 p.m. Everyone welcome. Call: 780-849-2927.
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Please suspend the stay-at-home order for churches
To the Editor:
Dear Mayor Warman,

I am writing this letter
to express gratitude,
and to make a request.
As a resident of Slave
Lake, Alberta I have witnessed your resiliency
in decision-making, and
palpable love for the
Lesser Slave River region. Your efforts as a
volunteer
firefighter
during the 2011 wildfires
and your current efforts
during the Covid-19 crisis have been noteworthy, and I applaud your
willingness to make bold
daily decisions - decisions that were no doubt
difficult to make. Thank
you for your leadership
during this time.
It is with a spirit of
thankfulness that I
would make the request
for you to suspend the
stay-at-home order for
churches, allowing us to
open up Sunday morning services.
Benefits
While this pandemic
has waged war on the
physical health of many
people, it has also attacked the thoughts,
emotions, and spiritual
health of countless others. For the entirety of
our history, churches
have been the lifeblood
of the Canadian spirit,
serving to stabilize,
equip, and encourage

people toward positive
action.
Furthermore,
churches are centers of
healthy fellowship and
community, serving numerous people in a multitude of ways. In my
church (Slave Lake Alliance Church), families
are loved, widows are
cared for, children are
treasured, recovering
addicts are encouraged,
the underprivileged are
provided for - all to the
glory of God and for the
benefit of our small community. To re-open our
churches is to revive the
spirit of the people of
Slave Lake, allow us to
serve them faithfully,
and give them hope for
good things to come.
As a journeying psychology student I can
perceive how limiting
the spread of an illness
may be thought of as an
immediately beneficial
concep;, however, research conducted by
Bjorklund
(2011),
Steinberg (2017), and
Baron and Branscombe
(2019) uncover that
there are great risks to
keeping human beings
socially isolated from
one another. Social isolation and exclusion
most often lead to
greater loneliness and
physical ailment which
can ultimately cause
even greater accounts of
hostile attribution bias

between members of the
community who are doing their best to exercise
healthy meaning-centered coping mechanisms.
History
Perhaps one of my
greatest concerns is the
fact that it is important
to maintain student and
occupational
engagement within functional
educational and workplace roles in order to
prevent emotional, cognitive, and behavioral
disengagement from society. While it is important to highlight cooperation between residents
as a means of attaining
progress, it is also important to not overemphasize the formation of
dependent attachments
with ignorance to the
human capacity for individuality. I only have to
think so far as Aleksandr
Solzhenitsyn, who recorded during the 1920’s
how religious leaders
and institutions under
the GPU-NKVD were
arrested, tried and sentenced to 10 years of labour, “not for their actual faith but for openly
declaring
their
convictions and for
bringing
up
their
children in the same
spirit.”
It was Viktor E.
Frankl, after surviving
the
Auschwitz,

Theresienstadt,
and
Dachau concentration
camps who wrote that if
a man lost his self-respect, “he lost the feeling of being an individual, a being with a mind,
with inner freedom and
personal
value.
He
thought of himself then
as only a part of an enormous mass of people;
his existence descended
to the level of animal
life.”
“The prisoner who
had lost faith in the future-his
future-was
doomed. With his loss of
belief in the future, he
also lost his spiritual
hold; he let himself decline and became subject to mental and physical decay.”
Again, Frankl wrote,
“I knew only one thing which I have learned
well by now: Love goes
very far beyond the
physical person of the
beloved. It finds its
deepest meaning in his
spiritual being, his inner
self. Whether or not he is
actually
present,
whether or not he is still
alive at all, ceases somehow to be of importance.”
Considerations
In line with your efforts to mitigate risk in
the local community, I
believe the re-opening of
churches is a low-risk
activity. Firstly, the vast

Gun-control bill hurts the wrong people
To the Editor:

Recently the Ottawa
Liberals issued a federal order in council
banning in Canada a
large number of rifles.
These are called ‘military assault rifles,’ but
no one knows what that
name means, as none of
these rifles are used by
our military or police
ERT teams. If you are
banning something, I
guess the name ‘assault’
sounds better.
Most of these rifles
are owned in Alberta
and B.C. and Prime Minister Trudeau’s actions
against their owners
simply represent another Liberal attack on
the West.
The federal government also proposes to
allow cities to outlaw/ban handguns. No
one knows how this can

be done. For one thing,
cities do not have the
constitutional authority
to legislate matters under the criminal code,
which under Section 92
belongs to the federal
authority. Under Section 91 of the Act, all municipalities are under
the authority of the
province, and so likely
any ‘gun power’ given to
a city would need
provincial approval up
front.
How do we protect the
property and rights of
lawful gun owners while
fighting criminal use of
handguns? Well, where
does the illegal handgun
problem originate?
In 1994, due to my involvement
with
an
RCMP-related
police
project, we went to view
community policing at
Six
Nations
and
Akwesasne
Mohawk

territories in Ontario
near the U.S. border.
One day a Mohawk elder
took me to the bank of
the St. Lawrence River
and showed me the
small boats coming over
from the American side
carrying
contraband
goods: tobacco, handguns (illegal) and booze.
These
goods
came
ashore
and
the
U.S.-based
crime
groups behind the operation then sold the product all over Canada but
mainly in the Montreal
and Toronto metro
areas.
No customs federal
authority exists on the
reserve borders to stop
this action. The federal
people are scared of the
Mohawk Warriors Society, who profit from it
and therefor a huge gap
exists in our border security. Until the govern-

ment plug these border
gaps, the flow of illegal
handguns from the U.S.
will never stop. Both
Mohawk reserves have
competent police forces,
but they have been told
to turn a blind eye to the
border traffic.
The problem is not
caused by legal gun
owners and never was
their problem. Yet they
are getting hammered
by Ottawa over it. Attacking our firearms
owners will never get illegal handguns away
from street gangs in Toronto and Montreal.
This issue is not an Alberta problem, and Ottawa knows this to be
the case.
One can only hope
common sense will prevail in ‘Disney World’
down east.
Brian Pitcairn
Slave Lake

majority of churches in
the Slave Lake region
are relatively small in
number, they will see far
less foot-traffic than the
grocery stores and retail
businesses that have remained open these last
few months.
Secondly, the draw for
interprovincial drivers
is miniscule; churches
are not tourist hotspots;
rather our churches
serve our native communities and are intended to serve the
young and old’s quest
for meaning across their
lifespans. Lastly, with
our churches being
small, tightly-knit communities, we are keenly
aware of the condition
and needs of each of our
members. Unlike more
public venues where anonymity is possible, we
will be able to mitigate
risk through enacting
acceptable safety measures in line with provincial guidelines and carry
them out effectively
through targeted communication to our people. In this way, we truly
can
monitor
and
continue to slow the
spread of the virus in
very practical ways.
As Christian believers, we joyfully submit
ourselves to government, yet we do so with
the expectant hope that
our leaders will recog-

nize the value that the
Christian
community
brings to our neighbours. It is our love for
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ that compels
us to emulate his character, compassion, and
service. Romans 12:9-13
tells us, “Let Love be
without hypocrisy. Abhor what is evil; cling to
what is good. Be devoted
to one another in brotherly love; give preference to one another in
honour; not lagging behind in diligence, fervent
in spirit, serving the
Lord; rejoicing in hope,
persevering in tribulation, devoted to prayer,
contributing
to
the
needs of the saints,
practicing hospitality.”
Mayor
Warman,
please
end
the
stay-at-home order for
churches, and we will remain faithful to our calling; to love God supremely and love our
neighbours selflessly. In
all good faith, and in accordance with 20th century history and the current Alberta Bill of
Rights Chapter A-14, I
ask you grant this
request.
You have my pledge
that I will continue to
pray for you, as for all of
our leaders.
Carson Cardinal
Slave Lake, AB

Wednesday May 20 2020
upon the said roll(s) or the assessed value upon any property must
lodge his/her complaint(s) in writing with the Municipal District on
or before July 10, 2020. Combined Assessment and Tax Notices
were mailed on May 1, 2020. Fees as per Bylaw 2010-02 will be in
effect for complaints lodged. Dated this 1st day of May, 2020.
— Allan Winarski, Chief Administrative Officer.

Assessment & Tax Notice

EVENTS IN YOUR MD

May 27 & June 10, VIRTUAL Council Meetings 10am
RESTRICTED PUBLIC ACCESS TO MD ADMINISTRATION OFFICE IN SLAVE LAKE;
FLATBUSH SUB-OFFICE CLOSED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE
Council represents the interests of everyone in the community, so it’s important for
councils to work together with their ratepayers to decide what’s needed. Contact your
local Councillor to see how you can help influence the prosperity of your community.

mdlsr.ca/COVID-19

Regional information and resources

The MD takes the COVID-19 pandemic extremely seriously
for both residents and staff. We continue to monitor the
situation and adjust our business practices accordingly. For
up-to-date news, visit mdlsr.ca/COVID-19.

Your Assessment & Tax Notice covers the period from January 1 to
December 31 of the current year. The MD’s assessment process has
been conducted by Accurate Assessment Group Ltd. If you have
any questions concerning your property assessment, please call
Accurate Assessment Group Ltd. at 1.780.464.4655 or the MD office
in Slave Lake at 780.849.4888, toll free: 1.866.449.4888.

Assessment Complaints

If you do not agree with the assessment and wish to file a
complaint with the Assessment Review Board, you MUST file the
appropriate complaint form along with the appeal fee prior to
July 10, 2020 to the Clerk of the Assessment Review Board, P.O.
Box 722, Slave Lake, AB T0G 2A0. An Assessment Review Board
has no jurisdiction to deal with complaints about assessments for
linear or designated industrial properties. Complaints about linear
and designated industrial properties must be directed to the Municipal
Government Board within time period shown on the assessment notices.
The “Complaint Form” and/or “Agent
Authorization Form” can be found on the
municipal website at mdlsr.ca or the Alberta
Municipal Affairs website at alberta.ca/
property-assessment-complaints-andappeals.aspx. As per Section 311 and 337 of
the Municipal Government Act, all assessed
persons are deemed to have received their
assessment and tax notices as a result of
this publication. Your taxes must be paid
by the due date of September 30, 2020
even though you may have appealed your
assessment. If your complaint is successful,
any overpayment will be refunded or
applied to any balances owing to the MD124.

Public Hearing Notice

A Public Hearing will be held on May 27,
2020 commencing at 1:00pm for Bylaw
2020-06, being a bylaw of the MD of Lesser
Slave River to Establish Alternate Methods
for Advertising Statutory Notices. First
reading to Bylaw 2020-06 was given on April
22, 2020. With the COVID-19 pandemic, this
hearing will be held virtually. If you wish to
participate, please pre-register by contacting
hq@mdlsr.ca. Persons wishing to submit a
letter or other communication concerning
this bylaw may do so by contacting the
Executive Assistant: lana.spencer@mdlsr.ca.

Development Permit
Application

NOTICE OF DECISION(S): The following
discretionary use Development Permit
Application has been approved by the
Development Authority. Appeals must be
received no later than 4:30pm June 3, 2020.
20-D-006

Dwelling and Accessory Building (936 sq.ft.)
Plan 930HW; Lot J (Canyon Creek)

Section 685 of the Municipal Government Act allows for an appeal
of this Notice of Decision(s). An appeal can be made by submitting
a written statement containing the grounds for the appeal and
accompanied by a $100 appeal fee. The written appeal can be
delivered in person or mailed to the Clerk of the Subdivision and
Development Appeal Board at the MD of Lesser Slave River office,
located at 3000, 15 Avenue SE, Box 722, Slave Lake AB T0G 2A0.

Notice of Preparation
of 2020 Assessment Roll

Notice is hereby given that the Assessment Roll of the Municipal
District of Lesser Slave River No.124 made under the provisions of
Section 302 and Section 307 of the Municipal Government Act has
been prepared and will be open to inspection at the MD offices
in Slave Lake and Flatbush from Monday to Friday during regular
business hours throughout the year. Any person who wishes to
object to the entry of his/her name or that of any other person

Main Administration Office
3000 15 Avenue SE
Slave Lake AB T0G 2A3

Flatbush Sub-Office
660061 Range Road 20
Flatbush AB T0G 0Z0

Tax Due Date

The due date for payment of property
taxes is no later than September 30, 2020.
If payment is not received before the due
date, penalties will be applied. Penalties of
6% of current taxes owing are applied on
October 1 and 12% is applied to the total
balance owing on January 1 each year for
non-payment of taxes. Failure to receive a
tax notice is not a reason for non-payment
of taxes. The postmark will determine the
date of payment. Learn more online, mdlsr.ca.

Fire Ban Restrictions

Alberta Agriculture and Forestry has issued a Fire Ban Restriction
for the Forest Protection Area of Alberta. For local updates, visit:
srd.web.alberta.ca/slave-lake-area-update or srd.web.alberta.ca/
lac-la-biche-area-update. If you have questions, call 1-866-FYI-FIRE.

MD Announces FREE
Pick-up & Delivery Service
for Residents During COVID-19

The MD is determined to reduce the risk of transmission of
COVID-19 in our communities. One of the ways we’re doing this
is by helping our MD residents get the groceries and prescriptions
they need during the COVID-19 outbreak — and through contactless
and free delivery. The program is generously supported by MD FCSS
funding. The MD’s goal is to keep you and your loved ones safe and
healthy. For more information, please visit mdlsr.ca/COVID-19.

info@mdlsr.ca

780.849.4888

mdlsr.ca
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First Nations north of SL
branching into deciduous lumber
Leader staff

Kee Tas Kee Now
Sawmill Ltd (KSL) has a
new deciduous timber
allocation (DTA), says a
government of Alberta
media release. This allows KSL to harvest aspen and black poplar in
the S10 Forest Management Unit (FMU).
For the first three
years, KSL can harvest
65,000 cubic metres of
deciduous timber. Once
a new Forest Management Plan is implemented, the company
has rights to 100 per
cent of the deciduous
annual allowable cut for
the remaining 17 years
of the 20-year allocation.
This DTA is in addition to two existing coniferous timber quotas.
KSL harvests the wood
and sends it to local saw
or pulp mills.
S10 is the land around
the of Red Earth Creek,
Loon River, Lubicon
Lake, Swampy Lake,
and part of Woodland
Cree First Nations.
KSL. is owned by four
First Nations north of
Slave Lake: Loon River
First Nation, Lubicon
Lake Band, Whitefish

Lake First Nation and
Woodland Cree First
Nation.
The new timber allocation is expected to
create 20 permanent
jobs, says the media release. These include
professionals,
heavy
equipment operators,
log truck drivers and
labourers.
Whitefish Lake Chief
Albert
Thunder,
Lubicon Lake Chief Billy
Joe Laboucan, Loon
River Chief Ivan Sawan,
and Woodland Cree
Chief
Isaac
Laboucan-Avirom
re-

leased the following
statement.
“By being involved in
the forest management
operations from the
ground level and the development of the FMU
requirements, we can
balance the spiritual and
cultural sensitive areas
and items while blending it with sustainable
forest harvesting practices and economical
benefits to the region.”
Logging helps to reduce the risk of wildfires.
and pine-beetle infestations, says the media release.

Forest Management Units in the Peace Region. Kee
Tas Kee Now Sawmill Ltd.’s new timber allocation
is for S10 - north of Lesser Slave Lake. Map courtesy
of Alberta Agriculture and Forestry.
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Town of Slave Lake

Council notebook
Joe McWilliams

May 12, 2020 meeting

Slave Lake Icedogs in
planning for new season
Joe McWilliams

Lakeside Leader

Lakeside Leader

Garbage
Council heard via the CAO report that the community clean-up program
was “wrapping up slowly.” The town will still encourage residents to “do
their part,” and will continue to provide bags and gloves if requested.
Councillor Julie Brandle observed that there is a lot of litter in parking
lots or around the edges of business properties. Is there something the
town can do to encourage owners to do something about it?
“Can we force them?” she asked.
“We can definitely send a letter,” said interim CAO Gordon Lundy. “I
don’t know that we have much teeth in our bylaws.”

More garbage
Brandle brought up the state of the town’s recycling compound. She said
she’d seen it recently with a lot of litter blowing around due to its exposure
to breezes off the lake. She asked if council would consider moving it to a
more protected location – say the old daycare site next to the arena.
The idea didn’t get much traction. Mayor Tyler Warman said costs would
be an obstacle. Councillor Darin Busk pointed out that the place had been
cleaned up and “it looks very good today.”
Council heard the operations crew cleans the facility once per week.

Intersection to be less bumpy
Councillor Joy McGregor brought up the state of the Hwy. 2 and Main St.
intersection. It did receive some patching recently, but not the full treatment.
“I like things finished,” McGregor said.
Warman said he’d been in touch with Alberta Transportation.
“Their intention is to re-do that whole intersection,” he said. “Mill and
overlay.”

Hockey
operations
started back up today,
Icedogs’ general manager Lauren Barr told
The Leader on May 14.
That was in an email
that was quite long in
coming, but it turned out
to be worth the wait.
“The hockey season is
confirmed,” said Barr.
“Delayed start date: Oct
1st, 2020.”
The biggest of the rest
of the news is that 14 of
this past season’s players are committed to returning.
Lynele
Chalifoux
(forward),
Lane
Genereaux
(goalie), Colby Meguinis
(goalie), Jayden Anderson (forward), Nigel
Cardinal (forward), Ilias
Okemow
(forward),
Danil Babchuk (defense), Darian Alook

(defense),
Tarynce
Ducharme (defense), Ty
Barore (forward), and
Travis Kriewaldt (forward) are the returnees.
New players slated to
join the Icedogs in their
sophomore season are
D-man Andrew Roth
from
Minnesota,
Vishaun Laliberte, a
goalie from Onion Lake
Sask. and Slovakian
goalie Filip Hudak.
“Provided his foot
heals up,” Barr added,
“Ethan Hunt from Slave
Lake will be joining the
team.”
Ice is due to be installed sometime in September, but the plan at
this point is to have the
players report for duty
in the middle of August.
“We want to get ahead
of the other teams and
ensure our players are
in shape and ready for
the season,” Barr said.

Guiding the conditioning process will be
coaches Jerry Vale and
Tyson Price. Asked if
the date might be tentative, given the current
COVID considerations,
she replied, “ definite.”
What else is new is
Icedogs’
2019/20
goal-scoring leader Austin Mood-Flagg is considering scholarship offers from U.S. colleges.
Goalie Nelson Schiiler
got a scholarship, Barr
said, and is committed
to play for a school in Division II of the American
Collegiate Hockey Association. She didn’t say
which college.
Two other Icedogs
from their first season –
Garrett Sinclair and
Travis
Wakefield
–
“have been offered pro
spots in Europe and are
in discussions,” Barr
said.

Gilwood season tees off

Progress (sort of) on Hwy. 88 pedestrian
crossing
This was an update. Last month council asked administration to look into
the file, after the news came through that the cost of installing a crossing at
Caribou Trail might be much higher than anticipated.
It appears there is a lack of clarity as to what the provincial government
may or may not be willing to contribute to the project. And as the commitment was made by the minister of the previous government, things are
likely even more up in the air.
The recommendation before council was to approve $32,500 for the required design work. Mayor Warman said before the town spends that
money, he’d like a couple of questions answered: one is what exactly the
province requires and is willing to share costs on (overhead lights, for example); the other is if the Sawridge First Nation is willing to share costs.
Warman made a motion covering those matters, which was approved.

Fire bans get some teeth
It turns out the fire chief could impose a total fire ban in Slave Lake. But
when it comes right down to it, the legal backing to enforce it didn’t exist. It
does now, thanks to council giving all three readings to a new fire ban bylaw.
This does not mean it is something being contemplated, necessarily.
“We want to have the option,” explained peace officer Mark Becker, who
presented the report to council.
Fire chief Alex Pavcek, also present, said the are three stages of fire ban.
The first would be burning on industrial properties. The second level would
cover backyard fires and the final stage would be a total ban, including propane fires. Implementation would only be done in consultation with council.
In the case of the total fire ban, said councillor Darin Busk, “what about
asphalt mills?”
“I’m assuming we’d have to factor that in,” said Lundy.
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Doug Albers had the privilege of taking the first
swing on opening day at Gilwood Golf Club on May
12. Photo courtesy Tony Griffi.

Restrictions on golf
were lifted last week,
just in time for the front
nine at Slave Lake’s
Gilwood Golf Club to
open on May 12. It was
cool but sunny and by
the look of things the
opening was a welcome
development for lovers
of the game and maybe
for other people with a
lot of time on their
hands, a love of physical
activity and not a lot of
other opportunities.
Social-distancing and
other
risk-reduction
rules are in effect for
golfing, says general
manager Tony Griffi.
Griffi says Men’s
Night, Ladies’ Night and
competitive leagues all
begin the first week of
June.

Website survey mixed bag
With the town website up for an upgrade, council wanted some feedback
from users on what’s working, what isn’t and how it might be improved. Results from the survey were in and not surprisingly provided a mixed bag for
council to ponder.
For example, 58 per cent of respondents said they can find information on
rental rates on the town website and 42 per cent said they can’t. The split between people who do and don’t use online forms is identical. On the other
hand, in response to the question ‘Are you able to find the online fillable
forms easily?’ the numbers flip. The response was 50/50 to the question,
‘Would you use the town website more if you were able to check and pay
your property taxes?’
It’s a lot of information to process. The goal, said communications officer
Christopher Brown, is to come up with a list of recommendations (or maybe
requests) for the contractor to incorporate into the website upgrade. It’s
supposed to be finished by the end of the summer, but could take longer.

They’d probably rather be playing baseball, but golf isn’t a bad alternative at all
for this trio. Left to right are Matthew LaFrance, William Chemago and Aiden
Blocka on #2 at Gilwood on opening day.
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Smith grocery delivery program expanded to whole M.D.
Pearl Lorentzen
Lakeside Leader

As of early May, residents of the M.D. of
Lesser Slave River can
get free delivery of gro-

ceries and prescriptions
in an effort to stop the
spread of COVID-19.
In its ad in the May 13,
Lakeside Leader the
M.D. announced its free
delivery service during

Ask an Accountant

10 per cent wage subsidy
for subcontractors

COVID-19.
“The
ongoing
COVID-19 pandemic has
changed
everything
about our day-to-day
routines
and
realities…maintaining physical distancing is critical
for protecting each
other. The M.D. is determined to reduce the risk

of
transmission
of
COVID-19 in our communities. One of the
ways we’re doing this is
by helping our vulnerable M.D. residents get
the groceries and prescriptions they need
during the COVID-19
outbreak — through
contactless and free de-

livery.
This
newly
launched program is
generously supported
by M.D. FCSS (Family
and Community Social
Services funding.”
In Smith area, the deliveries started “very
early on,” says Gentle
Ben Care Society member Ruth Reay. The first

delivery was on March
30. Reay is pleased to
see this service extended to the whole
M.D.
Gentle Ben Care Society is a non-profit in
Smith, which was established in 1980.
Please see Page 17

Francesca Giroux, CPA
For the Lakeside Leader

The 10 per cent wage subsidy is a three-month
program that will allow eligible employers to reduce the amount of payroll deductions that are
required to be remitted to the Canada Revenue
Agency. The total value of the subsidy is equal to
10 per cent of the wages paid from March 18, 2020
to June 19, 2020 up to $1,375 per eligible employee
up to a maximum of $25,000 per employer.
In the situation where you are a subcontractor
and the sole employee of your own corporation
you are still eligible for the 10 per cent wage subsidy for your wages up to $1,375.
You are not required to apply for the subsidy,
instead, the amount must be calculated manually either by yourself, or whoever does your payroll remittances. The CRA DOES NOT automatically calculate the subsidy for you.
For example, ABC Corp. pays it’s shareholder
and only employee Joe $5,000 in gross wages on
March 31, 2020. The amount of the remittance for
this is $1,394.25 for employer and employee CPP
amounts as well as Federal/Provincial Taxes.
For the 10 per cent wage subsidy the remittance
can be reduced by $500 ($5,000 x 10 per cent), so
$894.25 would be the required monthly remittance. The balance of the subsidy to carry forward to the next pay period would be $875 ($1,375
- $500).
Payroll remittances can be reduced starting in
the first remittance period that includes wages
paid from March 18, 2020 to June 19, 2020. If you
choose not to reduce your payroll remittances
during the year, you can still calculate the 10 per
cent wage subsidy on the wages paid during the
above period at the end of the year, and this
amount will either be paid to the corporation
from the CRA or will be transferred to the next
year’s remittance.
It should be mentioned that like the other federal supports, the amount received as a subsidy
are considered to be taxable income for the corporation in the fiscal year that it is received. You
will need to keep information to support your
subsidy claim including the total wages paid
from March 18, 2020 to June 19, 2020, the taxes
that were deducted from the wage amounts and
the number of eligible employees employed in
that period. The CRA has not released details yet
on how to report the subsidy; they expect this to
be released in the near future.
Please e-mail any questions you may have to
frankie@nashgirouxllp.ca.
Information provided is of a general nature.
As each individual or company’s situation is
unique, you may wish to consult with your CPA
for information specific to your own needs.

Across
1. Org. your eye doctor has
to belong to
4. One time Brit. music
industry giant
7. Certain shark
11. Singer Ant, or Levine
12. Singer Parsons
13. Essential acid
15. More than one temporary
cessation
17. Not as rosy
18. Treasure of the Sierra
Madre?
19. What Monday is, in a
T-Bone Walker song
21. ‘I was working in the ___,
late one night’

Down
1. Dote on
2. Amadeo of radio news or
local artist Kropiniski
3. Grossmutter, familiarly
4. Bungle
5. Alfred Molina character in
‘Chocolat’, with ‘Monsieur
Le’
6. Prayer leader
7. Handy to have in a hunt for
buried treasure
8. ‘Road Reports’ org.
9. Murder hornet?
10. Eligible for military
service, in U.S. draft
terms
11. Writer Towles
12. Stadium cheer

22. Unc. or cous.
23. Vater, across the Rhine
24. Flowing garment
27. USA antagonist, in 1861
28. Members of a prominent
19thC New York family
30. Irene of ‘Fame’ fame
33. West Edmonton has a big
one
36. Put off, at a council
meeting
38. Nine-year-old, in hockey
39. Dr. John __, Arctic
explorer
40. Takes note of
41. Boules in Italia
43. One on a list
45. Kaczynski and Kennedy
46. Gave the green light to
48. Support program for srs.

50. Talking horse of TV
51. Aviator Marion Alice and
hockey great Bobby
53. Letters after the name of
many a Catholic priest
56. Letters at the end of some
email addresses
58. Mexican cloak
60. Soft, bland food
61. Files
64. First two of a Greek
set of 24
66. Complaint
67. ____mayor of the US
Supreme Court
68. Savage or Rogers
69. U.S. amateur sports org.
70. Ambient music guru Brian
71. One of the 12 Tribes

14. The moon, for one
16. Bkg. measures
20. Significant stretches,.
briefly
25. Fabled Giants’ slugger
26. Talks big
27. Google streetview
machine?
28. Downwind side
29. Winter slider
30. ‘Death ___ For Cutie’
31. Cock ender, in an aviary
32. Its shrine is in Cleveland
Ohio
34. In need of rain
35. Long. counterpart
37. Ar follower
42. Golden Rule word
44. _____logy – study of form
or structure

47. Giacomin or Sheeran
49. Having set sail
51. A synthetic fibre or the
textile made from it
52. Add an ‘r’, get a Toronto
hoops pro
53. Musical show whose name
comes from the Latin for
‘work’
54. Joined
55. Certain tablet
56. Chart showing heart
activity, for short
57. Fix those socks
59. Ameliorate
62. Clean air org. founded by
Nixon
63. Salty expanse
65. ‘The ___’ – 1982 book by.
Roald Dahl
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Delivery
From Page 16

ARIES - Mar 21/Apr 20
After a misunderstanding with
someone close, you may be licking
your wounds, Aries. Don’t let one or
two arguments derail your friendship.
Find a way to remedy things.
TAURUS - Apr 21/May 21
If you are tired of taking one for the
team, you may need to be more assertive in your work and social circles,
Taurus. Set your limits and then stick
with them.

Gentle Ben supports
seniors, people with disabilities and the chronically ill. It transports
them to medical appointments, does housekeeping,
and
fixes
things around the home.
When
COVID-19
started, Gentle Ben
added grocery and pharmacy deliveries.
Gentle Ben supports
Smith, Hondo, Chisholm, and the outlying
areas including Fawcett
Lake and Lawrence
Lake.
With two drivers, the

society can do a lot of
pickups, says Reay.
The Monday trips to
Slave Lake are the busiest. Gentle Ben also
goes to Athabasca on
Wednesdays
and
Westlock on Fridays.
Gentle Ben is funded
by the Lesser Slave
River’s M.D. FCSS, with
seniors contributing a
nominal fee.
The delivery service
has three partners Gentle Ben, Make Time
Innovations (Slave Lake
area),
and
Tiffany
Osborne (Flatbush and
Westlock areas).
Make Time Innovations is a new business
in Slave Lake. It opened

the beginning of March.
The owners and sole
employees are Cherie
Friesen and Michelle
Vekved.
The M.D. delivery service “fits in well with the
services we offer,” says
Friesen. The goal of the
business is to “help people make time for what
matters most.”
The business does organization, pet services,
personal shopping, and
grocery delivery.
Both owners are busy
parents, says Friesen,
who know how hard it is
to carve out time for
what’s important. They
saw a need in the community and hope to fill it.

COVID-19 has delayed Make Time’s official business launch and
marketing, as it isn’t a
good time to be going
into people’s homes to
organize or take care of
pets. However, the business has had at least
one outside job with low
contact.
In
Flatbush
and
Westlock area, Tiffany
Osborne, who lives in
the area is the contact
person. As of Wednesday, May 13 she hadn’t
received a call yet, but
there are lots of seniors
in the Hamlet of
Flatbush and the surrounding farms and
acreages.

GEMINI - May 22/Jun 21
Try not to commit to anything out of
a sense of guilt, Gemini. Rather, commit to things for the right reasons,
which might make you more likely to
see them through to completion.

Big Lakes County hikes
residential taxes – business tax unchanged

CANCER - Jun 22/Jul 22
Cancer, as you step out of your comfort zone, think about figuring out
some thrill-seeking ideas. Now is the
time to push the envelope and really
see the wild side.

Tax rates are on the
rise in Big Lakes County
for two classes of properties. Residential and
farmland mill rates are
to go up by 1.5 per cent.
Non-residential
property sees no increase
this year.

LEO - Jul 23/Aug 23
You are often a force to be reckoned
with, Leo. This week will be no different. You can direct your focus in any
direction. So think clearly on what you
want to do.
VIRGO - Aug 24/Sept 22
Virgo, are your aspirations in tune
with your actions? Long-term goals
come into focus, and you now have to
set the course to realize all of your
goals.
LIBRA - Sept 23/Oct 23
Honest and diplomatic communication may be needed at the office or
your place of employment, Libra. Others may turn to you to be a mediator.
Put those skills to use.
SCORPIO - Oct 24/Nov 22
Scorpio, are you spreading yourself
too thin? You probably have too many
irons in the fire and will have to prioritize and pull back; otherwise, you may
feel overwhelmed.
SAGITTARIUS - Nov 23/Dec 21
Check all of the balances in your accounts, Sagittarius. You may have to
make very important financial decisions as they pertain to your family’s
future.
CAPRICORN - Dec 22/Jan 20
Capricorn, family dynamics may be
a little strained lately. It may be time
for family members to redefine their
roles and boundaries. Things may be
sorted soon.
AQUARIUS - Jan 21/Feb 18
Aquarius, you will support the people you feel closest to and be their ultimate champion. However, sometimes
you need to step back and let others
fight their own battles.
PISCES - Feb 19/Mar 20
Pisces, normally you are a relatively friendly, easygoing person who
is apt to reconcile quickly. But this
week you could be out of sorts.

Richard Froese
For the Lakeside Leader

Council
has
also
adopted a bylaw to postpone the deadline for tax
payment.
“Considering the current economic situation,
we expect that will be a
welcome thing,” county
director of corporate
services
Heather
Nanninga told council at
its April 29 meeting.

Taxes are due Sept. 30
and a 7.5 per cent penalty for unpaid taxes
kicks in on Oct. 1.
This extension of the
payment deadline coincides with what the
province is doing. It announced recently that
the education portion of
property
taxes
for
non-residential taxpay-
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ers be due Oct. 1.
“This presents some
logistical challenges to
municipalities,”
Nanninga said, “as the
other portions of the annual tax bill are due and
payable on the normal
tax deadline due date.”
Hence the extension
to the end of September.
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Slave Lake businesses have
different responses to re-launch
Some open
right away others taking
their time
Pearl Lorentzen
Lakeside Leader

Stage I of Alberta’s
COVID-19 economic relaunch started on May
14. This includes retail
businesses,
farmers
markets, day cares, barbershops, sit-down restaurants, and places of
worship and funeral services. All businesses and
organizations re-opening must adhere to strict
guidelines.
Some Slave Lake businesses opened as soon
as possible; others are
waiting to see what happens.
As of May 12, Legacy
Childcare in Slave Lake
doesn’t have plans to
open just yet, says executive-director
Abigail
(Abi) Rayne. This is because it hadn’t received
enough
information
from the Alberta govern-

ment to be able to get
ready to reopen. Legacy
Childcare is monitoring
the situation.
On May 13, Sawridge
Travel Centre Café
posted on Facebook that
it was opening at 7 a.m.,
Thursday May 14. Conversely, some Slave
Lake restaurants are
continuing with only
take-out
and
contact-less delivery.
Alimo’s Pizzaria will
continue to focus on
carryout service and not
open for sit-down service.
Co-owner
Ali
Mouallem says their
customers seem to like
Alimo’s new carryout
format. In this system,
people wait in their cars,
for staff to bring out the
order and debit/credit
machine.
“It’s almost like having a drive through,” he
says.
Tom Bidart and his
wife Anita Kung own
TAs in downtown Slave
Lake.
“We’re not comfortable,” says Bidart, about

reopening the sit-down
service. “We’re not going to be in any rush.”
Having the menu in
The Leader has been really good, he continues.
It means when people
call in they know exactly
what they want to order.
Takeout and delivery
has been going well, he
says. The new regulations require tables to be
six feet (two metres)
apart and have separation barriers and at only
50 per cent occupancy.
This doesn’t make economic sense at this time.
In retail, some businesses are waiting and
others are opening fairly
quickly.
Lorraine Lyons at
Flowers etc. is also waiting to see how things
turn out. She’s running
the shop with reduced
hours. It’s business as
usual; the door is just
shut. She’ll continue
posting pictures of flowers online and receiving
phone orders. If people
really need to enter the
store, they can, but most
flower ordering can be

done over the phone.
Cozy
Toes
and
Clothes on Main Street
was set to open on Tuesday, May 19.
Owner Vicki Leblanc
has plexiglass for the
counter, like the ones in
grocery stores. There
will be hand sanitizer
outside the door, and
she is limiting the number of customers in the
store.
As some people will
probably not be comfortable coming into the
store, Leblanc will continue with curbside
pickup and delivery.
In the haircut industry, there were also divergent opening times.
Hassan
‘Sammy’
Assaf opened Lionsden
Barbershop on May 14.
While others, including
Hair Traces and Cast +
Court are waiting to
open until June 2.
The new protocols for
salons and barbers were
released by the Alberta
government on May 11.
These include physical
distancing, wear masks,
and extra cleaning.

How’s your Internet? MP wants to know
Leader staff

Last week, Arnold
Viersen, Member of Parliament
for
Peace
River-Westlock, joined
his Conservative colleagues to seek feedback
on the issue of rural
internet access.
“I hear regularly from
residents who know all
too well the challenges
to
access
suitable
internet in rural communities,” Viersen said in a
May 11 news release. “It
is an issue that has been
compounded by the
COVID-19 pandemic, as
more and more kids are
completing schoolwork
online and adults are
working remotely.”

Arnold Viersen

Five years ago, the Canadian Radio-television
and
Telecommunications
Commission
(CRTC)
designated
broadband internet an
essential service. De-

spite this, Viersen says,
too many Canadians in
rural and remote regions still to not have
consistent
internet
access.
Viersen predicts the
urban/rural divide on
this issue is going to
grow even wider. Urban
networks continue to improve, whereas “many
rural communities still
do not even meet the
CRTC speed benchmark
of 50 megabytes per second (MBPS) download
and 10 MBPS upload
speed.”
Viersen says his party
is calling on the federal
government “to outline
a concrete plan to
strengthen
rural

internet access, a plan
that must connect all
Canadians by 2021 at
the speed benchmark
that has been set by the
CRTC.”
To help the cause,
Viersen is urging residents and businesses in
the riding to get in touch
with his office and let
him
know
about
internet service challenges; also any ideas
for improvements.
“I know there are
some innovative and
common-sense
ideas
that will come from our
community,” he says.
“And I am looking forward to putting these
ideas before the government in the future.”
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Slave Lake’s first
fire chief passes
Joe McWilliams
Lakeside Leader

George Stanley (Stan) Pollard, formerly of
Slave Lake, passed away recently at the age of 91
in Salmon Arm, B.C. He was a town councillor
and fire chief in Slave Lake, as well as running a
business in town.
According to information
sent
last week by the
family,
Pollard
was a member of
the first Slave
Lake village council, from 1961 to
1964. When Slave
Lake
incorporated as a town in
‘64, Pollard was
elected to a term
on the first town
council, serving
Stan Pollard
from 1965 to ‘67.
His name appears with those of his council colleagues of that first term on a plaque in the lobby
of the town office.
It seems likely Stan worked for Swanson Lumber before he opened his service station. That’s
where Charlie Jackson remembers him, as a fellow employee at Swanson’s.
Dennis Barton, who arrived in Slave Lake in
1965, remembers Pollard as the owner of
Gilwood Esso, roughly where the Boston Pizza
now stands. Later, he built the Esso station on
the highway. Shortly after, the Pollard family left
town for B.C., where he also operated service
stations in a couple of communities. He served
one term as mayor of Keremeos, B.C.
“An interesting family memory concerns a trip
to eastern Canada that Stan and his family took
in the mid-1960s,” says the write-up submitted
last week by the family. “The trip’s secondary
purpose was a family visit to see his brother and
sisters and their families in Ontario and Quebec.
The primary purpose was to inspect, then take
delivery of the Town of Slave Lake’s new fire
truck, directly from the assembly plant near
Quebec City. This was done in spring with the
usual late winter conditions. He then drove the
truck back to its new home in Slave Lake accompanied by his nephew from Ontario.”
Stan Pollard was the youngest of eight children in a family from VanKleek Hill, in eastern
Ontario. He was the father of two children –
Randy (Mona) and Shelley (Eric) and has six
grandchildren and six great-grandchildren. Stan
had his 91st birthday on April 17 of this year.
“He lived a good, long life into his ninety-second year and will be missed,” says the family
write-up.
Due to restrictions on large gatherings, no memorial event has been planned.

Big Lakes County will maintain essential services despite cuts
County facing
$8 million in
bad debts
Richard Froese
For the Lakeside Leader

Big Lakes County has
cut some funding to
neighbouring
municipalities and called off
cost of living and wage
increases in its recently-approved $35 million
2020 operating
budget.
“This budget is going

to take us back to the basics,” said CAO Jordan
Panasiuk at council’s
April 29 meeting. “We
want to keep our essential services intact.”
Council and administration wrestled to draft
a budget in the face of an
economic downturn. It
includes over $8 million
in bad debts, write-offs
and contingencies.
“We hope the tax payment plan will help
some,” said the county’s
director of corporate
services
Heather

Nanninga.
Cuts to neighbouring
municipalities include
capital grants of $1.128
million to the Town of
High
Prairie
and
$817,000 to the Town of
Swan Hills.
However an operating
grant of $950,000 to High
Prairie will be paid as
usual.
Big Lakes employees
will not get any raises
any time soon. The decision will save the county
about $60,000.
“We discussed it with

our staff committee and
they understand and
support it,” Nanninga
told council.
Nanninga added that
several summer positions will not be filled in
2020, and hamlet workers will do more mowing
and summer maintenance.
Recreation grants to
community groups have
been cut (by 10 per
cent), as programs and
gatherings of more than
15 people are prohibited
during the pandemic.

“We don’t believe they
would be able to spend
that
anyway,”
said
Panasiuk.
Grants for community
halls, however, are not
affected.
Grading roads may
take a little longer under
the new budget.
“We’ll still cover all
the roads,” director of
public works Vic Abel
told council. “We want to
eliminate a grader.”
Economic
development has also been
scaled back, as has the

Family and Community
Support
Services
budget.
“We decreased one
hamlet outreach worker
and scaled back the rural transportation program,” Nanninga said.
Other key figures in
the county budget include nearly $4 million in
withdrawals from reserves, debt repayment
of $472,000, contribution
to operating reserve of
$52,000 and $8.6 million
in amortization.
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Town council notebook
From Page 15

Two ‘Story Walks’ this year in Slave Lake
Pearl Lorentzen
Lakeside Leader

Health report

Councillor Joy McGregor reported that the regional health advisory committee has been holding meetings and receiving various reports. One,
from the mental health side of things, has to do
with concerns about kids going back to school
whenever that happens.
A new doctor should be on board at the Family
Care Clinic sometime in the next few months.
That will bring the complement to nine,
McGregor said.

Library board

McGregor reported that library staff continues
to provide online programs for kids and others.
The archivist is busy cataloguing items and
such.
And brand new is ‘curbside pickup and delivery’ of library materials. (see story on Page 6 of
this week’s Leader).

Community Futures

Services are all accessible remotely, reported
councillor Rebecca King. The office isn’t open,
but staff members are working from home.
Community Futures is teaming up with the
Chamber of Commerce to produce a series of online seminars aimed at helping small businesses
cope with recovery from the COVID situation.
King said there is talk of federal government
money to help businesses being disbursed via
Community Futures offices, but so far nothing
definite.

Airport commission

Councillor Busk said the year-end financials
for 2019 show a surplus. The money will mostly
go towards a new sweeper.
Indications from the province are that it will be
looking for a new lease for the Forestry property
adjacent to the airport.

CN spraying weeds

In council’s agenda package was a letter from
CN Rail informing the town of a vegetation control program running this year. It involves spraying on the roadbed and mowing or brushing the
rest. As to when it might be happening, the letter
merely said the program would be carried out
sometime from May to October.
“Great to see,” was mayor Warman’s remark.

Tracking system for COVID

Council had a letter from the provincial government about a ‘contact-tracing’ program for
smart phones. Participation is voluntary. What it
does is help authorities figure out who might
have come in contact with a person who is found
to be infected with the virus.
“I encourage people who are comfortable with
it to use that app,” said Warman.

Mayor’s corner

Warman started off his closing remarks by acknowledging the hard work of nurses during National Nurses’ Week.
“Everybody’s been busting their butts,” he
said.
In other mayoral news, Warman said he’s been
getting a lot of calls from residents about a variety of topics. One is the proposed ‘re-launch’ of
the economy.
“Some can’t wait and some say it’s too soon,”
he said.
Whether you are re-opening right away or
waiting, “Please take safety measures seriously,” Warman said. “The worst outcome is to
take a step backwards.”
Take the time you need and do it right,
Warman added.

The Rotary Club of
Slave Lake Library has
two new “Story Walks”
for
non-technological
outside reading fun.
On May 15, the library
launched its third annual Story Walk. This
will only have one slight
contactless change. Instead of handing out
maps to participants,
the maps will be next to
the story sheets in windows around downtown.
In the “Story Walk”,
the pages of a book are
put in window in businesses around Slave
Lake. Participants walk
or cycle between locations to read the story.
It is an activity which
is outside, away from
technology, and good for
all ages, says library employee
Lindsay

A page from the library’s Story Walk in the Leader’s
window.

Rosentreter.
This year there are
two “Story Walks” - one
is for walking and the
other is longer for cycling. The first book is
“How to Find Gold” by
Viviane Schwarz. The
second
is
“Miss
Armitage on Wheels” by
Quentin Blake.

Both routes start at
the front door of the library. There is a map of
the full route by the
pages.
The “Story Walks”
run from May 15 to June
15. At the end of the
routes, participants can
message a photo of
themselves to the li-

brary to be entered to
win an Alimo’s Pizzaria
gift card.
In previous years, the
prize was baskets, but
that isn’t possible with
COVID. Both routes are
in the downtown business area. The walking
route takes around 30
minutes and the bicycle
route takes between 30
to 45 minutes.
Two of the most popular online programs at
the library are story
time
and
Saturday
crafternoon, says library manager Kendra
McRee.
E-resources,
and e-books are also
popular. The library is
also hosting online wine
and paint nights and
trivia nights. There’s a
trivia night on May 22.
The next wine and paint
night will likely be June
1.

Gardening: We ask, you answer
Responses to
a Leader
Facebook
survey.
Day 1

“When do you plant
your seeds?”
With 25 responses, the
most popular answer
was “some time after
May long weekend.”
Tied for second place
was “May long weekend,
on the dot” and “they
are already in the
ground.” Each received
seven votes.
Two people selected
“I don’t garden.”
One added “As per the
package instructions, so
some as soon as the
ground can be worked
and others after all danger of frost has passed.”
Three also clarified.
One said, “all my
seeds are planted, but I
don’t ever plant bedding
plants until after the
first full moon in June,
and if I do I am prepared

to cover them in case of
frost. This year the full
moon is June 5, which
means I might plant, but
be prepared to cover.”
Another said, “I began
mine indoors about a
month ago. I will put
them outside during
May long weekend.”
“It depends what it is
I’m planting,” said another. “Cold season
crops (lettuce, carrots,
onions, potatoes, and
peas) I plant anytime between the end of April to
the middle of May.
Warm season crops (tomatoes, squash, peppers, beans, etc.) I often
start indoors and transplant out at the end of
May or early June. I also
cover my beds with a
thick layer of mulch
which helps insulate
them and regulate the
temperature of the soil.”

Day 2

“Are you planning on
increasing your garden this year? If so, is
COVID a consider-

ation?”
Of those surveyed everyone who gardens was
either planting the same
or increasing. No one selected “I plan to decrease the amount of
vegetables I grow because of COVID.”
“I plan to garden as
much as normal” was
the most popular response with 21 votes.
“I will be increasing
the amount of vegetables I grow because of
COVID” received seven
votes.
Tied with this was an
answer added by a
reader - “I increased because that was the plan
and lately the veggies
here have been second
rate at best.”
Three people selected
“I don’t garden.”
Two people commented.
One said, “partly because of COVID, but
also because we’re
changing around our
garden space anyway.”
The other, “I will be in-

creasing the amount of
vegetables I grow because I get better at it
year after year, COVID
or no COVID. I’m trying
new seed varieties this
year to try to get better
yields.”

Day 3

“Do you prefer growing
annuals
or
perennials? Why?”
“I like growing both,”
was the most popular
answer, with 23 votes.
The one reason given
was “because it’s nice to
have stuff pop up before
you even think about
planting. It’s also so satisfying to plant a seed
and see it grow into
something. Also there
are different flowers
that are pretty for both
annual and perennial.”
“Perennials” received
eight votes.
Once again a few people (in this case four) selected, “I don’t garden.”
Two people chose “annuals.”

‘Misunderstanding’ about education, says HPSD chair
Richard Froese
For the Lakeside Leader

Learning for High
Prairie School Division
students continues, despite schools being
closed
during
the
COVID-19 pandemic.
That’s something the
board chair made a
point of emphasizing
when the HPSD trustees met on April 15.
“There is a misunderstanding that all learning has ceased for the
remainder of the 2019-20

school year,” said Joyce
Dvornek, as reported in
an April 29 news release.
“Teachers across the division have been working with students to provide a continuity of
learning and content
delivery.”
The school division
also reminds parents
about what the Government of Alberta has to
say about continued
learning. That message,
on the GOA website,
says all students, from K

– 12, have opportunities
to continue studying online, “or through accommodations like course
packages and telephone
check-in.”
The release from
HPSD also contained information from divisional
psychologist
Colin Collett. He had updated the board on work
being done by wellness
coaches to support
school-based staff and
provide
health
and
wellness supports to

students and their families. This includes information on how school
nutrition programs can
continue to help families
who are facing ‘food
insecurities.’
In another matter,
trustees approved a recommendation to postpone the 2020 long-service awards celebration,
due to the COVID-19
pandemic. Awards are
usually presented at a
banquet in late May.
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County council assured contaminated site in Faust is safe
Richard Froese
For the Lakeside Leader

Future use of a contaminated
former
wood-treatment site in
Faust is under study as
the site has been
cleaned up.
Big Lakes County
council discussed potential plans for trails with
Alberta
Environment
and Parks officials at its
regular meeting May 13.
“We understand what
we need to do,” Reeve
Richard Simard said.
“We’ll let you know what
we decide in the near future.”
County council was
assured the site is clean
and safe.
Contaminated areas
have been soil-capped
with clay, said Norbert
Raffael, AEP northern
district resources manager.
Alberta Osmose Wood
Preservers Ltd. operated a plant from
1961-1969.
The business oper-

ated a wood-treating
and
wood-preserving
site before a fire and explosion closed the operation.
Several
products
known to cause cancer
were used to treat the
wood.
The 1969 fire was the
main cause of contaminants that spread in the
vicinity.
Contaminants
included arsenic, dioxins,
chromium and PCPs.
Earlier in 2020, the
county applied for a recreation lease with AEP
to construct a trail system on the site.
Moving forward, AEP
requires that any trails
be built above ground to
separate people and the
ground.
The
day-use
site
would prohibit camping,
a playground, buildings
and campfires.
“We will continue to
monitor soil and groundwater,” Raffael said.
“We will provide all
updates to the commu-

nity when new information becomes available.”
Test samples show
that contamination appears to be under control, he said.
Water in Lesser Slave
Lake is also under the
watchful eye of AEP,
hydrogeologist Rafael
Jerez told council.
“We want to make
sure we don’t get any
contaminants into the
lake,” Jerez said.
Most contamination
was in the north part of
the Osmose site, closest
to the lake, he noted.
Groundwater in the
area flows towards the
lake.
Jerez said AEP will
regularly
monitor
groundwater and the
lake for the next three to
four years.
Big Lakes council continues to ponder the possibility of a lease.
Council particularly
questions the costs connected to the application
presented at the regular
council meeting April 8.

ment.
A wildlife survey of the
immediate area is not
required, AEP says.
Olansky gave council
a cost of $4,000 on April 8.
Big Lakes would still
be required to consult
First Nations and Metis
settlements in the appli-

An AEP official says
the county may request
that a historic resource
impact assessment be
waived.
A cost of $8,500 to
$11,000 was presented in
the April 8 agenda by Pat
Olansky, director of
planning and develop-

cation process, AEP
said.
Olansky did not state
a figure for the cost to
consult eight Indigenous communities before a lease would be
considered
and
approved.

Word of the Week

Spanish Lesson Week 5
Spring words - Part 2
Lili Normand
Expresiones: Spanish Language and Mexican Arts

We are now enjoying sunny days and people are spending time outside.
You can use the words learned from last week and add them to these expressions.
Vamos a caminar (vah-mohs ah kah-meeh-nahr)
If you want to ask a friend to go for a walk you can say: “Vamos a
caminar.” It means “Let’s go for a walk.”
Mira las flores (Meeh-rah lahs floh-rehs)
While going for a walk, if you want to say “Look at the flowers” you can say
“Mira las flores.”
You can also use the words from last week (jardin-garden/árbol-tree):
“Mira el jardin” to say “look at the garden” or “Mira el árbol” to say “Look
at the tree.”
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Gun ranges open to members, but cancel early summer events
Pearl Lorentzen
Lakeside Leader

Slave
Lake
and
Kinuso gun ranges are
open to members only.
Upcoming events are
cancelled, postponed, or
tentative.
Being open to members and their guests
only is typical for the
ranges. However, in normal years both host vari-

AL-ANON - is someone else’s drinking affecting your life? If so,
help
is
available.
Al-Anon meets each
Monday, at 7:30 p.m. at
the Nazarene Church,
High Prairie. Phone
(780) 536-4626 for more
information.
.....................................
ALCOHOLICS
ANONYMOUS - Mon-

BLANKET
THE
PROVINCE with a classified ad. Only $269
(based on 25 words or
less). Reach 90 weekly
newspapers. Call NOW
for
details.
1-800-282-6903 Ext 4;
www.awna.com.

FORAGE SEED FOR
SALE: Organic & conventional: Sweet Clover,
Alfalfa, Red Clover,
Smooth
Brome,
Meadow
Brome,
Crested
Wheatgrass,
Timothy, etc. Star City,
Sk. Birch Rose Acres
Ltd. 306-921-9942.
HEATED CANOLA
buying Green, Heated or
Springthrashed Canola.
Buying: oats,
barley,

ous members-only and
public events.
On May 11, the Alberta
government
released
COVID-19 guidelines for
gun ranges.
“Not a big change for
us,” says Scott Iverson
with Slave Lake Rod and
Gun Club about these
regulations. The range
is outside, with lots of
space for social distanc-

ing. The only major
change is the new requirements for keeping
things sanitized.
The Slave Lake gun
range is only open to
members.
Members
bring their own guns to
shoot at the gun range.
The same goes for the
archery range. It on
Marten Hills Road, east
of the southern tip of

Lesser Slave Lake Provincial Park.
Colin Mackie is the
president of Kinuso and
District Fish and Game
Association. It operates
a gun range off Highway
2 near Kinuso.
The Kinuso range is
only open to members
due to COVID-19. The
members use the range
as a family. It is a small

club, with lots of space to
social distance.
The Kinuso association cancelled the annual range cleanup, the
first week of May, and
the
12th
annual
Erickson
Memorial
Shoot, the first week in
June. The association is
waiting to see about the
rest of the season.
The Slave Lake club

has
postponed
or
cancelled some of its
major events. In June,
these include its annual
Kids Can Catch fishing
event, the industry shotgun event, and Victim
Services skeet shooting
fundraiser. The hope is
for the Victim Services
shoot to be in late
August.
See Page 23

days and Fridays, 7:30
p.m. Church of the
Nazarene, on the corner
of 49 St. and 59 Ave. High
Prairie.
Phone
780-523-9284.

Suite rentals in High
Prairie. Please call between 8 a.m. - 6 p.m.
Phone (780) 523-2739.

buying feed grains and
damaged grains of all
kinds, Spring-thrashed,
heated, bugs, etc. On
farm pick up. Westcan
Feed
and
Grain.
1-877-250-5252.
Wanted: Canola, peas,
wheat, barley, oats; dry,
wet,
or
heated.
AlbertaFeedGrain. com
1-888-483-8789.

Semi loads of firewood
and split firewood for
sale. Ready to burn.
Birch, pine, spruce and
poplar. By the cord or by
the semi loads. Phone
780-849-3963 or call or
text 780-849-1168 or
Email red_baron_firewood@hotmail.com.

month from 6:30 to 8
p.m. online. For more
info call Pearl at
780-691-6122.

Houses and suites for
rent in High Prairie, no
pets. Please text ONLY
780-843-5621.
.......................................
HOUSE, Apartment and

wheat & peas for feed.
Buying damaged or
offgrade grain. "On
Farm Pickup" Westcan
Feed
&
Grain,
1-877-250-5252.

BEAUTIFUL
SPRUCE TREES 5' average. Only $35. Quality
guaranteed. Machine
planting only $10. Includes: Wurzel Dip root
enzyme and bark mulch
application. Minimum
order
20.
Delivery
charge/order: $125 - 140.
Crystal
Springs.
403-820-0961.
INTEGRITY
POST
FRAME BUILDINGS
since 2008 BUILT WITH
CONCRETE POSTS.
Barns, Shops, Riding
Arenas, Machine Sheds
and
more,

3 bedroom, 2 bathroom, 2014 mobile in
Canyon Creek. 0.6 acre,
$230,000.
Contact
780-516-9409 for more information.

SLAVE LAKE WRITERS GROUP - meets
the last Monday of every

HEATED CANOLA -

sales@integritybuilt.co
m
1-866-974-7678
www.integritybuilt.com.

HIP/KNEE
REPLACEMENT.
Other
medical
conditions
causing
TROUBLE
WALKING or DRESSING? The Disability Tax
Credit allows for $3,000
yearly tax credit and $30,
000 lump sum refund.
Take advantage of this
offer. Apply NOW; quickest refund Nationwide:
Expert
help.
1-844-453-5372.

REQUIRE
PRESS
RELEASE SERVICE?
Let us help you with
that! During this unprecedented time, we

are assisting organizations, businesses and
the public in getting
their message out about
changing
operations,
cancellations,
etc.
Though we cannot guarantee
publication,
AWNA will get this information into the right
hands for ONLY $60 plus
GST.
Email:
classifieds@awna.com
for details.
CRIMINAL
RECORD? Why suffer employment/licensing
loss? Travel/business
opportunities? Be embarrassed? Think: Criminal Pardon. US entry
waiver. Record purge.
File destruction. Free
consultation.
1-800-347-2540.
www.accesslegalmjf.co
m.

Falher Fountain Tire
Looking for Service
Truck Operator, must
have Farm Tire experience. Very fast pace environment, Long Hours
and Weekends. Call
780-837-2293
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Western Alberta’s unemployment rate almost double last year’s
Leader staff

In March and April,
the unemployment rate
across western Alberta,
including Slave Lake
and High Prairie, increased by 3.3 per cent
to 10.1. This is almost
double (1.87 times) the
unemployment rate last
year at the same time,
which was 5.4 per cent.
This increase in unemployment coincides
with the COVID-19 pandemic and the drop in oil
prices.
Alberta is divided into
seven economic regions, says the Alberta

Gun
Range
From Page 22

There are a few
events that the Slave
Lake club is looking into
to running within the Alberta Health Service
guidelines.
These include a Monday night shoot and
bi-weekly 3D shoots,
which can be kept under
15 people and physical
distancing can be maintained.
There is an event

Labour Force Statistics
(all statistics are from
this source). Slave Lake,
Wabasca, High Prairie,
McLennan, etc. are part
of the region which is
called ‘Banff - Jasper Rocky Mountain House Athabasca - Grande
Prairie Peace River.’
This name can be summarized as ‘Western
Alberta’.
This economic region
starts in a narrow corridor at Alberta’s southern borders which goes
north along the Rocky
Mountains. It then widens and includes communities west of Calscheduled for June 27 to
28.
“It’s similar to a golf
course,” says Iverson.
Contestants
move
through the woods to
different stations. The
club is looking at every
aspect of the event to
see if they can run it,
within the health protocols. The biggest challenge is making sure
people don’t reach the
different parts at the
same time and ensuring
proper sanitation.
In August, there is
also a provincial shoot,
which is tentative.

gary, Red Deer, and Edmonton. The widest part
is in the north which includes the area around
Athabasca and everything north and west up
to the northern border
with the Northwest
Territories.
Within Western Alberta, the February unemployment rate was
6.8 per cent. In March, it
increased to 7.1 per
cent.
This is an increase,
but not as high as the
provincial increase.
In April, Western Alberta increased to 10.1
per cent. This is almost
double the April 2019 unemployment rate for
this region of 5.4 per
cent.
Compared with other
regions
Western
Alberta’s
unemployment rate is in the middle. In February, it was
the fourth highest (6.8).
Red Deer was highest
(8.6)
and
Lethbridge-Medicine
Hat lowest (4.6). In
March, it was in the
same position. In April,
it tied Edmonton for
third highest.
In February 2020, the
unemployment rate in
Alberta was 7.2 per cent.

In March, it increased to
8.7 per cent. In April, to
13. 4 per cent.
The provincial numbers are divided by age,
gender, and industry.
Over the last five
years, the Youth (15-24)
group has been two to
four per cent higher
than the Adults (25+).
In March, male Youth
had the highest unemployment rate with 21.5
per cent, up from 16.1
per cent in February.
Female
Youth
increased to 19.6 per cent
from 10.9.
Adults had much
lower numbers, but
from February to March
women went from
slightly lower to slightly
higher
than
men.
Women 7.5 per cent,
from 6.1. Men 6.7 per
cent from 6.4.
In April, both youth
and adult women have a
higher unemployment
rate . The youth and
adults both increased in
April, with the adults
reaching the youths
numbers from April
2019.
The biggest increase
was for female youth
with an increase of 13.1
per cent to an unemployment rate of 32.7 per

A map of Alberta’s seven economic regions. Slave
Lake, High Prairie, and the western half of northern
Alberta are included in the biggest region. In April,
the unemployment rate for this region increased to
10.1 per cent.

cent. This is 3.7 times
the April 2019 rate of 8.8
per cent.
Male youth also increase to 25.6 per cent
from 21.5 per cent. This
is 2.4 times the April
2019 rate of 10.6 per cent.
Adults increased by a
similar amounts. Adult
women increased by 4.5

to 12 per cent from 7.5.
This is two times the
April 2019 unemployment rate of 5.9 per cent.
Adult men increase by
4.3 to 11 per cent from
6.7 per cent. Adult men
group had the smallest
change from last year with April 2020 numbers
1.7 times April 2019 (6.5).
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Bird report

Quiet week after the initial rush of migrants: see ebird.org
Patti Campsall
For the Lakeside Leader

The staff at the Lesser
Slave Lake Bird Observatory had just one word
to describe this week;
quiet! After the initial
rush of early-season migrants; for example
dark-eyed juncos, American tree sparrows, and
a wide range of waterfowl, migration has
slowed down to a trickle.
Although we are spotting a nice diversity of
species, they are moving
through in relatively low
numbers.
Despite the slow migration, some highlights
this week included our
first western palm warbler and a vesper sparrow. Even the forest is
quiet at the station, except for the sounds of a
few song sparrows, myrtle
warblers,
white-throated
sparrows, and our eastern
phoebe fiercely defending a prime nesting spot
on the back of the lab
building.
With the peak for
spring migration taking
place in the next few
weeks, we can only hope
that the rest of the

migratory birds will be
arriving soon.
The good news is that
this slow period has enabled staff to identify
some new ways to share
sightings with the public
unable to visit the station this season due to
COVID-19.
During migration, our
staff completes a daily
census by walking a specific route and recording
all the birds that they

Palm warbler

see actively migrating.
Our Wednesday daily
census is now being
posted on e-bird, the
world’s largest citizen
science project.
In addition to being a
great way to share our
sightings with fellow
birders, the huge e-bird
database has proven to
be a valuable resource

Black and white
warbler

for scientists to learn
more about species migration
timing
and
ranges.
To find our LSBLO
daily census, go to
ebird.org, choose “explore hotspots” and enter Lesser Slave Lake
Bird Observatory. If you
choose “view data,” you
will see all the e-bird
sightings at the LSLBO.
The daily census
checklists are located
under “recent visits” by
the Lesser Slave Lake
Bird
Observatory
(group).
So, what did they see
on the latest May 13th
census? The total was
125 individuals from 22
different species, including 34 long-tailed ducks,
12 common mergansers, three common
loons, 12 white-throated
sparrows,
yel-

low-headed
and
red-winged blackbirds
and some of our favourite songbirds including
black and white warbler,
American redstart, and
yellow warbler.
Finally, some of our
favourite birders will be
taking part in the Great
Canadian Birdathon on
May 20th. The goal of
this fundraiser is to see
how many bird species
you can spot in one day,
while supporting bird
conservation programs
at the same time.
This year, our two
teams going head to

Team Tanager

head are Team Tanager
(LSLBO banders and local member Wayne
Bowles)
and Team
Birders in the Park (retired banders Richard
and Nicole Krikun). Donations
to
these
Birdathon teams are a
wonderful way to sup-

port our birds and the
LSLBO.
Seventy-five
per cent of the funds
they raise directly support our monitoring pro-

grams. So, go Teams!
For more information
on how you can donate
to either team, contact
info@lslbo.org.

