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Don’t
forget to
send in

your letters
to Santa!

Season’s greetings!
The folks at the Zone 5 Métis office got all dressed up in seasonal regalia last week and not only that,
they brought the show out onto the street to share the Christmas cheer!

COVID weekly

Fewer active cases in M.D.; new restrictions

Pearl Lorentzen
Lakeside Leader

Alberta is under new
lockdown measures,
These are similar, but a
bit different than the
ones in the spring. The
biggest differences are a
mask law and that all re-
tail is lumped together,
Also, the only health
care which is closed is
massage,

Last week, three peo-
ple died from COVID in
the AHS North Zone.

Nearby
On Dec. 11, Lesser

Lake

. -
e —
e —

780-849-5225
Virtual Inventory

slavelakeram.com

Slave (including Slave
Lake) and every other
region of Alberta were
enhanced* (additional
measure in place), Ac-
tive cases in these areas
were (changes from
Dec, 6 to 11):

* Lesser Slave* (24 -
11 new & 18 recov-
ered) - one school
outbreak  (two  to
four cases) C.JL
Schurter School
{announced last
week).

+ Athabasca County®
(27 - 18 new & 15 re-
covered)

pHomelofithe:

* Big Lakes County®*

(14 - six new &
seven recovered)
Westlock County*
(27 - 13 new & eight
recovered) - one
continuing care out-
break

Whitecourt* (eight -
three new & three
recovered) - one
school outbreak
(two to four cases)
M.D. of Opportu-
nity™* (12 - five new &
four recovered)
Northern Sunrise
County® (19 - 12 new
& seven recovered)

SEINSLEAVE LAKE CHRYSLER

» Woodlands County*®
{zero)
AHS North Zone
On Thursday and Fri-
day last week, three
deaths were announced.
On Thursday, a man

in his 60s from
Yellowhead County died
from COVID-19.

On Friday, two women
died: one in her 60s and
one her 70s. They lived
in two of three North
Zone regions: Smoky
Lake County, Lac La
Biche, and the City of
Grande Prairie.

Please see Page 2
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Drivers
needed;
Highway

88
upgrades
too

Joe McWilliams
Lakeside Leader

Counting heavy haul-
ers on Hwy, 88 is becom-
ing a bit of a hobby at
The Leader. We did a
15-minute count on Nov.,
5 and went back carly
last week to see how
things compared. As it
turned out, we chose a
bad day. It was 11 de-
grees above zero on
Dee. 7, which meant
hardly any log hauling
was going on, So that
skewed the results con-
siderably.

As for the number of
other types of rigs, we
counted 19 in that
15-minutes span. Those
included trucks hauling
pipe going north, grain
going south and those
bags of chemicals evi-
dently on their way to
the diamond mines of
the Northwest Terri-
tory. Only one log truck
went by.

On Nov. 9, the total
number of trucks was 22,
with 10 of them being log
haulers and the rest be-
ing of the ‘other’ cate-

EOIV. ]
So, despite  the
weather, the general

haulers were up about
40 per cent on Dec. 7,
And also because of the
weather, a 90 per cent
drop in log haulers.

Warm  weather in
winter, as we've re-
ported numerous times
over the years, is not the
friend of the logger or
the log hauler.

Please see Page 2
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COVID

From Page 1

The North Zone cov-
ers the northern half of
Alberta from south of
Jasper, Athabaseca, and
Cold Lake to the border
with the Northwest Ter-
ritories.

As of Dec. 10, there
were 5.077 total North
Zone COVID cases

1,240 active, 3,783 recov-
ered, and 54 deaths.
There were 32 people in
the hospital. Of whom,
five were in ICU. Hospi-
talizations have in-
creased in recent weeks.

Restrictions
On Dec. 8, the Alberta
government announced
a mandatory mask law
and a ban on all social
gatherings in any set-
ting. Also, starting on

Dee. 13, places of wor-
ship and retail are lim-
ited to 15 per cent of fire
code occupancy. Hes-
taurants, recreation,
bingo halls, Legions, li-
braries, museums, hair
and nail salons, mas-
sage, and a very long list
of businesses are to be
closed. The library and
restaurants are allowed
to do takeout/pickup.

A few remain open:

AHS Morth Zone cases and deaths as of Dec. 11: total cases 5,077 - 54 deaths
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Graph built by Leader staff with dala from alberta.ca COVID-19 statistics.

Hauling

From Page 1

For what it's worth, if

would have been 924
units. That number was
1,056 based on the Nov. 9
count. But had a chinook
not been blowing last

the early November
count, the total number
of trucks would have
been close to 1,500.
What this all points to

these include health ser-
vices, including physio-
therapy and acupunc-
ture, social or protective

charitable kitchens.

The restrictions news
release says “manda-
tory work from home

On Dec. 9, the Alberta
government announced
that the week of Dec, 14
it will begin immunizing

services, shelters [or measures will be imple- eritical health-care
vulnerable persons, mented unless the em- workers for COVID-19.
emergency  services, plover determines that It anticipates starting to
child care, and workrequiresaphysical immunize seniors and
not-for-profit  commu- presence for operational other target groups in
nity kitchens or effectiveness.” early 2021.

Slave Lake court remote out of
High Prairie, once again

Pearl Lorentzen
Lakeside Leader

Provincial Court has imposed new
restrictions from Dec. 14, 2020 to
Jan. 29, 2021.

During that period, court will be
held at a reduced scale in High Prai-
ric Provincial Courthouse. This
means that Slave Lake, Red Earth
Creek and Desmarais (Wabasca)
court will be in High Prairie.

“Wherever possible, remote ap-
pearances are to be undertaken”
says ‘Provincial Court of Alberta Re-
sponse to Recent COVID-19 Restric-
tions Imposed by the Government of
Alberta.’ “Docket courts at all court
locations will be held remotely. Per-

sonal attendance will only be al-
lowed with leave of the Court (which
will be in HigH Prairie).” Access to
the court is restricted to necessary
people. This ranges from in-custody
accused to litigates and witnesses to
members of the media.

During this period, domestic vio-
lence trials, bail hearings, prelimi-
nary hearings and out-of-custody
summary dispositions (guilty pleas)
will continue. However, all trials for
provincial tickets, by-law, traffic tick-
ets, ete. will be rescheduled.

Anyone scheduled to be in Slave
Lake Provincial Court during this
period, should call High Prairie Pro-
vincial Court 780-523-8600,

That’s the message that

take advantage of the

The town and M.D. have

keeps coming through
from industry and gov-
ernment. Just recently,
the provincial govern-

job opportunitics.

The other thing the
brisk hauling traffic
points to is the eontin-

been lobbying the pro-
vincial government to do
something about it, but
the best they've got [rom

a similar flow of trucks
kept up for say, 12 hours
on the day of the count, it

ued deterioration of
area highways, and
Hwy. 88 in particular.

ment announced an ad-
ditional training subsidy
for people who want

weel, it would have been
much higher. At the
same log haul rate as in

is that lots of hauling is
going on, and jobs in that
field are available.

the province is that the
situation is  being
‘monitored.’

On December 20, 2020

VOTE

Kathleen (April)
Isadore

For Driftpile Cree Nation Councillor

I’'m Confident
I’'m Sober
I'm Caring

I'm Humorous
I'm Vocal
I’'m Honest

I’'m Determined
I'm Committed
I'm Educated

-

] ] ] ] ] ] -y

:v' Establish an Addiction

: Healing Centre

\/ Continue Empowering Youth

:v' Continue Respecting Elders

:v" Support Our Growing Young

i Families

:v' Support of MMIP

:v" Focus on Bill C-92

iV Lead By Example

/ Continue Speaking Nehiyaw

v’ Engage In Effective

: Communication With All DCN
Members

P ™ , ol i -

what sets your soul o fire’

Be fearless i the pursiit o

Graduated from E.W. Pratt

Graduated from GMCC (Early Childhood)

Influential in having a daycare on our Nation

Marbled out from treatment

Graduated a Nechi Addiction Counsellor

Became a Kokum for the first time

Opened Child & Youth Group Home, which is now Accreditation with

Elected Council Woman for DCN
Started Kokum's Outreach Program

-
-
L]

.
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M.D. of Lesser Slave River

Council notebook

Dec. 8, 2020 maeting

Joe McWilliams
Lakeside Leader

Last Wednesday's council meeting was notable
among other reasons for being the first for brand
new chiel administrative officer Barb Miller. 5he
was in eouncil chambers with reeve Murray Kerik
and Barry Kolenosky, who has been aeting CAO for
the past couple of months - all of them duly masked
up. The others participated from their homes or of-
fices, via Zoom. Early on, they were asked to turn off
their video, as the lag was worse than usual and ap-
parently the audio worked better without the extra
workload. So the meeting was for the most part an
audio chat. It didn’t work very well for councillor
Robert Esau, who seemed to be disconnected more
often than not.

The first question Miller got to field was one from
councillor Brad Pearson. Given the new restrictions on social gatherings, he
said, “does that mean the council table is in contravention?”

“It's a grey area,” said Miller.

Councillor Darcie Acton didn't think so.

“It's not a social gathering,” she said. “It’s a business gathering.”

Eolenosky cleared it up. When it comes to work-related situations, he said,
“the number is seven, and we are not there yet.”

Pitch from Smith School

First on the agenda was a visit from Aspen View Schools and Smith School.
The presenters made the case for the M.D.'s continued financial support for
the Family-School Liaison position at Smith School. Diana Thomas has been
doing this job the past two or three years and has been making a big differ-
ence in the school and in the community, said school principal Caithyn
Chernish. Thomas gave some examples of the type of work she does,

“A couple of times, when kids were in crisis, I was able to help the family,”
she said.

In another case, a student had made “suicidal comments” to other stu-
dents. They were able to reach out to Thomas “because they knew me,” she
said.

Later, council approved a $24,763 contribution from next year’s FCSS bud-
get to support the program.

Loopholes

In (probably his final) CAO report, Kolenosky spoke about what he called
“loopholes” in the new provincial COVID restrictions that require the M.D.
to close its public facilities. There had been some serambling the previous
evening to figure out if and how a couple of programs that depend on M.D.
halls could continue. One is the playschool in Widewater; the other is a food
program in Smith run by Gentle Ben. Both will be able to continue, thanks to
the above-mentioned loopholes.

Councillor Becky Peiffer thanked Kolenosky and Ag Fieldman Russ
Jassman for working overtime on the matter, In the case of Smith, 80 fami-
lies are registered for the Second Harvest Food Program, which depends on
the hall in Smith to operate.

Barb Miller

Break-ins

Kolenosky reported that break-ins and thefts at the landfll and transfer
stations continue to happen. Damage is the bigger issue, rather than theft.
In one case, he said, the fence was damaged in a break-in where all that was
taken was some bags of bottles.

New COVID enforcement powers

The province recently empowered municipal peace officers to enforce
COVID rules. This was duly noted in council's agenda by way of a letter on
the topic from Alberta Justice and Solicitor General, Whether the M.D.'s
peace officer will really be doing that sort of work is another question.

“Is it mandatory, or optional? asked new CAO Barb Miller.

Judging by comments from councillors, they are hoping it's the latter.

“0Our peace officer is at capacity already,” said councillor Acton.

Reeve Kerik agreed: “1 don't think we want to pile anything on Paul that we
don’t have to.”

Support for food programs

Council imeeting as the Community Assistance Board) accepted a recom-
mendation to allocate most of the money remaining in the M.I).'s FCSS bud-
get to December food distribution programs. Food banks in Slave Lake and
Athabaseca (both of which serve M.D. residents) are each to receive $7,500.
The Gentle Ben Care Society in Smith will receive $10,000. Normally, FC35
funds can't be used for such purposes, but a ministerial order has waived
that restriction for this month, council heard.

More notes on Page 6

Leader staff

Motor wvehicle inci-
dents continue to keep
the LSL Regional Fire
Service hopping. Fire
chief Alex Pavecek tells
us there were several of
those, plus a few other
minor type of calls in the
week preceding Dec. 7,
which is when we spoke.

Plus one house fire in
Smith, that ended a lot
better than it could

Slave Lake Lakeside Leader, Wednesday, December 16, 2020 3

Fire in a house doesn’t
become a house fire

have, Paveek says it was
an elderly couple who
had a grease fire break
out on their stove.
“They managed to put
it out,” he says.
According to the fire
department activity re-
port presented to town
council on Dec. 8, there
were nine calls for ser-
vice in the preceding
week - two motor vehi-
cle collisions, two medi-
cal co-responses, two

alarms, and one each of
structure fire, AHA as-
sist and hazardous ma-
terials (see photo).

Kitchen incidents
prompting calls to the
fire service are not un-
commmon. On Dee. 10, for
example, a pumper
truck zoomed by The
Leader on 3rd Ave, NE.
Following up, we
learned from Paveek it
had something to do
with “burnt food.”

Washlng
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SLAVE LAKE

A mishap on Hwy. 2 in Slave Lake resulted in a call to a lecal company to first
vacuum up some spilled oil and then wash down the site, pictured above. Fire
chief Alex Pavcek says the truck had pulled off Caribou Trall ento the highway
heading east and something fell off onto the road, spreading some oil around.
The fire department's role was to advise the company that its clean-up efforts
were inadequate, he says, so they called in the vac truck.

ECONOMIC RECOVERY

BUSINESS WORKSHOP SERIES

LEARNING TO SURVIVE UNCERTAIN TIMES
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Janb-T1a

RECRUITMENT,
SELECTION &
HIRING
Jan 20 - 29

29 & 30, January, 2021 | Virtually | Stave Lake, AB
tmplify yaur leadership impact at Leadercast 2020 - Ripple Effect. Attend to hear thought-
prnvnklng feadership lessons and inspiring takeaways from

Q.

leadercast.com '

Rudia
Agrawal

BUILDING
RESILIENCY
Feb 3 - 12

LEAN CANVAS  This
Feb 17 - 26

can take back to theirworkplace

introduces the Lean Canvas
enireprensur-focused bus
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HR TIPS
Mar3-12

Community F
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Whethar you are a solopreneur ready o hire your first employee, or you're the leader of a
I1r|;||l |r||an|; atinh with estatfished team membears, Making the de
business has both short and leng-term implications for your business succes
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Stepharde
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This introduces elements essential for resilience. Participants will have strategies they
as=ist building the capacity to survive uncertain timas.

an actionable

MENTAL HEALTH & ENTREPRENEURS
Mar 17 - 26

Free Workshop | 12 -1p.m.
Register at www.eventbrite.ca
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