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Mother Nature reminds Albertans us who is in charge

How about four
or five days of
heavy snow to
finish off the

month of March?
And then a drop

in
temperature?
People were

digging out for
days. For many,
not having much
else to do, this

might have been
welcome

distraction.

One benefit of having a large parking lot, it turns out, is it gives you somewhere
to pile the snow. At the Cornerstone shopping centre, the piles were (probably
still are) mountainous.

No shortage of material.....anyone with a machine with a bucket or blade was
not short of work last week.

People without four-wheel drive were getting stuck
all over the place early last week, including on 2nd
Ave. NE.

Pearl Lorentzen

Lakeside Leader

Both Dance Creations
and Dancin’ Kids Slave
Lake (DKSL) are offer-
ing online dance classes.

DKSL co-owner
Heather Auger says, of

their Zoom classes, “we
figured that was the best
way to not disrupt our
dancers’ training.”

Dance Creations
owner Jennifer Hansen
says, “Dance Creations
had to close our physical
studio doors to students

and suspended tuition,
but have opened its vir-
tual studio instead.”

Both studios were
scheduled to compete at
festivals throughout Al-
berta. The dates have
passed for the first of
these festivals already.
All festivals have been
postponed, but the dates
haven’t been set, or if
they have are still tenta-
tive.

Both studios are offer-
ing live classes, on
Zoom, and prerecorded
classes.

With spring break at
the end of March, DKSL
only lost one week of
classes.

DKSL’s first live class
was on March 30th.

The classes went “re-
ally good,” says Auger.
“There was a little bit of
lagging time,” but other-
wise it went well. It was
important that the stu-
dents could reconnect
with each other during
the live video. The focus
of the classes will be on
technique.

“The parents and the
kids really love it,” says
Auger. They like to
“have something to look
forward to during the
day.”

DKSL performing
dancers range in age
from five to around 40.
They compete in ballet,
jazz, lyrical, contempo-
rary, hip hop and acro-
batics.

The goal with the
Dance Creations virtual
studio is “to find ways to
keep the kids dancing
and connected,” says
Hansen. The classes
help maintain flexibility,
strength, and work on
technique.

On April 1st, Dance
Creations students were
supposed to be on their
way to their first festival.
The night before,
Hansen posted on
Facebook asking for
people’s favourite festi-
val memories. Within a
few hours, there were
over 100 comments.

A lot of the dancers
are sad, says Hansen.

They are used to being
surrounded by their
friends. She continues,

“my classes will help
bring a little bit of rou-
tine into their lives.”

Slave Lake dance studios offering virtual classes

Kenzie Clarke taking her preschool ballet class at
Dancin’ Kids Slave Lake, on Zoom. Photo courtesy
of Laura Properzi.

Tiffany (five) practicing at home to one of the
free Dance Creations videos. Photo courtesy of
her mom Katie.
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