Happy New Year!

Nice ice
River and Logan Twin, taking advantage of some nice ice and decent weather at Hilda Eben Park on Dec. 17. Thanks to Leonard
LeBlanc of the Slave Lake Ice Patrol, (SLIP), the skating has never been better, or with a greater variety of surfaces. At Hilda Eben
Park alone there’s the hockey rink, a smaller rink without boards right next to it, a sort of ‘ice-way’ leading from the parking lot and
– the newest addition – a speedskating oval further back.

Five recognized as Hometown
Heroes by fire department, RCMP
Leader staff

The
Hometown
Heroes program recognizes members of the
community who have
gone above and beyond,
to assist those when
they need it the most. Instituted by the Lesser
Slave Lake Regional
Fire Service, and in
partnership with the
RCMP, the program accepts
nominations
throughout the year and
holds a dinner and rec-

ognition event once a
year about this time.
On Dec. 17 at Hall #1
in Slave Lake, the following people were recognized: Dom McKnight of
Flatbush, Doug and
Connie Baird of Marten
Beach,
Virginia
DiFrancesco of Slave
Lake and Jayden Bar of
Slave Lake.
Below is the information provided by the fire
department on each of
this year’s Hometown
Heroes:

Dom McKnight
Dom is a junior member of Lesser Slave Regional Fire Service Hall
4(Flatbush). On the way
home from school one
afternoon, Dom came
across a two-vehicle accident.
Although he is taking
training to become a
regular member of the
fire service, at the time
he was with a friend and
had no other equipment
with him.
Dom was professional

during the situation, and
was able to conduct patient care and some
scene
control
until
members
from
the
Westlock County Fire
Services Station 1 arrived on scene. He was
able to relay them valuable information about
the incident and assist
as needed. Dom was
nominated by Donna
Dul, Westlock County
Station 1 Fire Chief.
Please see Page 2

Pipeline
rally
Sunday
The
pro-pipeline
demonstration movement reaches Slave
Lake this Sunday, on
Jan. 6. Local ad hoc
organizers
started
promoting the idea in
the
week
before
Christmas. After a
few days of talk about
it on social media, it
became semi-official
on Dec. 21, when the
Town of Slave Lake
got involved.
Please see Page 2
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Hometown
From Page 1

Doug and Connie
Baird
During the flooding
that took place in 2018 at
Marten Beach, Doug

and Connie opened their
home to people experiencing hardship. Doug
was instrumental in assisting the MD of Lesser
Slave River emergency
administration
with
communications, espe-

cially when the community was cut off due to
road closure. Doug was
nominated by MD CAO
Allan Winarski.
Virginia
DiFrancesco
Virginia is an em-

ployee of the RBC in
Slave Lake. One afternoon a local citizen was
in the bank and had a
medical episode. There
were some other people
trying to assist.
Virginia came out of

her office with the first
aid kit; remaining calm
she took control of the
situation, assisted the
citizen, reassuring her
that she was going to be
okay and stayed with
her until EMS arrived,

From left to right: M.D. of LSR Reeve Murray Kerik, RCMP Cst. Davidson, Deputy Fire Chief Alex Pavcek, Lt. Wade McKnight (Hall 4) Dom McKnight, Kathy
McKnight, Virginia DiFrancesco (Her son in front of her) Doug Baird, Jayden Bar, Slave Lake Mayor Tyler Warman and RCMP Cst. Mackenzie

When EMS arrived she
was able to give them an
update of what was going on and make sure
that the citizen was
looked after. Virginia
was
nominated
by
LSRFS Admin. Char
Vetsch
Jayden Bar
Jayden was traveling
on a schoolbus back
from an outdoor run
event, when there was a
car accident in front of
the bus. While the
teacher
called
911,
Jayden hopped off the
bus, grabbed some rubber gloves and went to
assist the driver of the
vehicle in the accident.
Jayden was able to help
the driver until local fire
services arrived.
Jayden has been a
member of the Lesser
Slave Regional Fire Service’s
Future
Fire
Fighter program, and
some of her training in
that program was used
on this event. Jayden
was nominated by her
teacher,
Maria
Doroshenko

‘Public endangerment:’ Man hits log on Hwy. 2, goes airborne
Joe McWilliams
Lakeside Leader

Robert Genaille and
two passengers were
heading home from
High Prairie one night in
November.
It
was
around 10:30 p.m. and
visibility wasn’t great.
Genaille says suddenly there was something in front of the car
on the highway. He
opted not to slam on the
brakes, not wanting to
lose control.
The next thing –
wham!’ he collided with
a big log sitting perpen-

A bit too early

dicular to the road.
“We probably flew 20
feet,” he says.
Genaille figures it had
fallen off a log truck. It
was about 16 inches in
diameter, he says, and

the impact of the collision apparently knocked
it off the road. It also flattened one of his front
tires on impact, and the
other one by next day.
“Had it been sitting

the other way, we probably would have rolled,”
he says.
Genaille says he didn’t
call the police, which he
now realizes was a mistake. He did contact his

MLA’s office (didn’t hear
back) and also called the
pulp mill to let them
know, because he knows
somebody there. Whose
truck it fell off, and
where it was going,

though,
he
doesn’t
know.
“Somebody didn’t do
their job,” he says, calling it “public endangerment.”

Rally

on Main St., turns right
on Caribou Trail and
ends at Hwy. 88.
There’s also a rally being planned at the Legacy Centre, starting at
1:00 p.m. What’s going to
happen there is a list of
speakers, which were
still being organized by
press time. Sonya Marie

Andrews, who came up
with the whole idea on or
about Dec. 17, says UCP
Lesser Slave Lake candidate Pat Rehn is confirmed as a speaker, as
is Peace River-Westlock
MP Arnold Viersen.
Parking may be a bit
of a sticky issue. Andrews told The Leader

she expects some big
rigs to participate in the
convoy, and they can’t
park at the Legacy Centre. Another difficulty
may arise in the capacity of that facility. But
nobody
knows how
many will show up until
the event. However,
given the turnout at

other similar events
around the province last
month, it could be a big
number.
“Please bring respectful signs,” says the blurb
Andrews and co-organizer Kyle Hermansen
put on their Facebook
page, “with positive,
powerful messages.”

From Page 1

An official route map
was posted, and ‘rules’
for behaviour during the
rally were part of that.
The rally – expected to
involve trucks – is to
start at the Northern
Star Hotel at noon. It
heads north from there,

Most people have probably seen this photo already – it was a big hit on social media before Christmas. Slave Lake Mayor Tyler Warman passed it on to The
Leader, after somebody in the provincial government sent it to him. As to who took it…we weren’t able to find out. How in the world the shack could be salvaged we also have no idea. But the message was clear—— the ice wasn’t thick enough! The incident happened, allegedly, near Hilliard’s Bay at the west end
of Lesser Slave Lake. Word around Slave Lake was a truck went through the ice near Widewater, at about the same time.
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Town of Slave Lake

Council notebook
Dec. 18, 2018 meeting

New election, new chief at
Bigstone Cree Nation

Joe McWilliams

Joe McWilliams

Lakeside Leader

Lakeside Leader

Food bank, homeless shelter
Barb Courtorielle, the Executive Director of the Slave Lake Native
Friendship Centre, reported to council on some of the programs the Centre
runs. First was some good news: she said donations for Christmas food
hampers – after a slow start – had poured in. She expected the cost of the
food to be $23,000 and the way it looked there would be some money left in
the account for next year’s program.
Courtorielle added there were 179 applications for hampers, but she expected a few more.
Moving on to the not-so-good news, Courtorielle told council things seem
to be changing at the Mat Program. That’s the overnight shelter.
“There’s a totally different type of guest staying there,” she said. “We’re
seeing drug use. More medical issues.”
Besides that, money for the program is low.
“I don’t know if we’re going to be able to keep our doors open,”
Courtorielle said.
A lot of what the Friendship Centre does is made possible by volunteers.
Courtorielle told council that’s why the position of volunteer coordinator is
so important. And it’s not funded, she said, which is why she hoped the town
could help.
“We’re asking for $15,000,” she said.
Mayor Tyler Warman thanked Courtorielle, and encouraged her to apply
at the next intake for FCSS grants. As for approving “ongoing funding” for a
program, he said council is “terrified” of that sort of thing. More attractive
would be something that would actually solve a problem, such as homelessness.
“I would lobby hard for something that would change the outcome,” he
said.
Courtorielle mentioned that the ‘Housing First’ project “fell through” in
Slave Lake.
“Rural Alberta is seeing nothing,” said Warman, referring to government
funding for homelessness solutions.
“They’re starting to recognize it,” Courtorielle said.
However, she still hasn’t heard back from the province on a funding request for the Mat Program.

Alcohol policy
Council was asked to consider a policy on alcohol being served in town facilities at special events. As with other situations, there has been a practice,
but no formal policy to follow. The policy formalizes that, explained community services director Garry Roth.
Council voted in favour with little or no discussion.

Interim budget
Council passed an interim budget, which allows the town to continue its
base operations into the new year until the operating budget is formalized.
As proposed, and accepted, the interim budget amounts to just under $5 million in expenditures over the first two months of 2019.

Business license bylaw
Council approved an updated version of the 20-year-old bylaw that deals
with business licenses. Roland Schmidt, presenting the report, told council
that not a lot had been changed, since it has worked well over the years. But
some new definitions were added, and things clarified. An exemption was
added for kids (lemonades stands and such).
Cannabis sales is a new addition, at the same rate as other businesses.
Some municipalities have a separate class for cannabis retail and charge a
lot more, Schmidt said.
CAO Brian Vance added that the Chamber of Commerce had been consulted in the development of the bylaw, and some suggestions incorporated.

‘Here for the right reasons’
Mayor Warman reported on a lengthy meeting on economic development
with council members from the M.D. of Lesser Slave River. Sawridge First
Nation council members were expected, but couldn’t attend.
“Finding what works for all of us is tough,” he said, “but we want to do it together, rather than separately.”
Other news: The town’s online survey on budget-cutting measures had
produced 250 responses so far, Warman said, which he took as an encouraging sign.
Warman spoke about how his kid’s hockey team helped Brenna Emes
with her Santas for Seniors project, transporting gifts to seniors’ residences
in town.
Warman finished off council’s final meeting of the year with some praise
for the people he works with.
“I’m truly blessed to work with such a great group of people,” he said.
“Council and administration. They’re here for the right reasons. What more
could you ask?”
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Clara Moberly may
have had the shortest
reign in the history of
the Bigstone Cree Nation. Elected in late October, she barely had
time to get her feet wet
before an arbitrator declared the election invalid and ordered a new
one. The re-vote took
place on Dec. 18, and
Silas Yellowknee was
elected chief. Moberly
finished second this
time.
Both candidates actually got more votes than
the last time, but
Yellowknee’s
support
went from 305 votes to
438; Moberly increased
her vote total from 336 to
375. Darrel Anderson
finished a distant third,
with 186 votes. Five
other candidates for
chief all received fewer
than 100 votes.
Other than that, three
of the people elected to
council on Oct. 31 also
lost their jobs on Dec. 18.
Chipewyan Lake voters
changed their minds
and voted in two new
people – Maggie Alook
and Eva M. Yellowknee.
Six weeks earlier they’d
given the nod to Ivan
Alook
and
Stella
Noskiye.
Calling Lake voters,
on the other hand, confirmed what they’d decided back in October,
returning Lillian Anderson and Lorretta Gladue
to council.
As
for
the
Wabasca-area council
vote, only one change.
Dwayne Yellowknee is
out
and
Felix
J.
Schroder is in. Voters
certainly had plenty of
choice.
Thirty-three
people ran for the six
Wabasca/Desmarais

Silas Yellowknee

council positions this
time. Besides Scrhoder,
Helen Alook, Ken L.
Alook, Robert Cardinal,
Don E. Gambler and
Lawrence D. Oar were
elected.
“Clean sweep!” was
the word from Travis A.
Gladue, of the Bigstone
Empowerment Society,

following the Dec. 18
vote. He was among
those who were not
happy about the previous council under Chief
Gordon Auger (of which
Moberly was a member)
giving its members
$60,000 bonuses.
“This is good for the
nation,” Gladue told The
Leader.
The Leader was unable to get hold of
Yellowknee for comment by press time.
The voting for chief
turned out like this.
Yellowknee
–
438;
Moberly – 375; Darrel
Anderson – 186; Romeo
Cardinal – 93; Freda
Alook – 85; Larry Cardinal – 72; Brian Auger –
44; Verna Orr – 25.
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Robberies with violence, just before Christmas
Suspects in
custody
Leader staff

Several people from
Slave Lake are facing
serious charges in two
December robberies –

both alleged to have involved violence.
The more recent of
the two was a Dec. 22
armed robbery at a convenience store in the
southeast part of Slave
Lake. According to
Slave Lake RCMP Staff
Sgt. John Spaans, a

male person confronted
the store clerk with a
weapon and demanded
cash.
“After several minutes of unsuccessfully
attempting to open the
cash drawer, the suspect is alleged to have
assaulted the clerk be-

fore leaving the store
with
the
entire
register.”
Police made patrols
and detained a couple of
people of interest, but
released them. But it
turned out the culprit
wasn’t finished.
“A short time later,

Fire in the
walls
A
fire
at
the
Vanderwell Contractors sawmill in the
Mitsue Industrial Park
kept the Lesser Slave
Fire Service busy for
several hours on Dec.
23. The fire was in the
walls of one of the
buildings, says fire
chief Jamie Coutts,
and the walls had to
be dismantled to get at
it. Other than that, it
was a relatively quiet
Christmas period for
the fire department.

Something
went wrong
On Dec. 11 this truck
caught fire behind
Dog Island Brewery.
According to fire
chief Jamie Coutts,
when crews got on
scene the engine
compartment
was
fully involved and it
was extending into
the cab. It was unsure if there were
any occupants inside at first. Crews
quickly extinguished
the fire and made
sure there was no
one
inside
the
sleeper. The cause
of the fire is unknown at this time,
Coutts says.

RCMP was dispatched
to a residential break
and enter at a home in
the
South
East,”
Spaans’ report continues. “Upon arrival, evidence from the robbery
was located inside the
home. Not long after the
break and enter, the
same suspect was alleged to have tried selling stolen property from
the break and enter at a
local retailer.”
A 25-year-old Slave
Lake man is facing
charges
including
robbery with a weapon,
assault with a weapon,
break and enter and
trafficking in stolen
property.
Twelve days earlier,
on Dec. 10, police got a
call from someone saying he had been assaulted and robbed. Suspects were identified
and a search commenced.
A week later, an officer on patrol spotted
one of the suspects and
chased after him on foot.
During the chase, the
person fired pepper
spray at the officer. He
got away.
Two days after that,
on the afternoon of Dec.
19, a plainclothes officer
spotted the same suspect by the Nova apartments
(Thompson
Landing) and gave
chase. The man ran into
the apartment building
and holed up in one of
the units.

“As officers prepared
to make entry into the
apartment,”
said
Spaans, “the suspect
climbed onto a neighbour’s balcony where he
was subsequently arrested.”
The 20-year-old Slave
Lake man has been
charged with 16 offences, including robbery, assaulting a peace
officer, resisting arrest
and carrying a concealed weapon. He is set
to speak to these matters in Edmonton Provincial Court on December 27, 2018. A court
date in Slave Lake will
be set at that time.
Robbery
charges
have also been laid
against two Slave Lake
men in relation to the
December 10 incident.
They are set to appear in
Slave Lake Provincial
Court on January 2,
2019.
Spaans’ report concluded with a plea for
help form anyone who
has information about
these incidents. The
Slave Lake RCMP can
be
contacted
at
780-849-3999. If you wish
to remain anonymous,
you can contact Crime
Stoppers
at
1-800-222-8477 (TIPS),
online
at
www.P3Tips.com or by
using the ‘P3 Tips’ app
available through the
Apple Store or Google
Play Store.
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New manager at West Fraser’s Alberta Plywood veneer mill
Joe McWilliams
Lakeside Leader

West Fraser does
seem to move its top
management
people
around quite a bit. It
seems just the other day
The Leader interviewed
new Slave Lake mill
manager Shea Pletzer.
But he’s moved on and
the new manager of the
veneer mill at the
Mitsue Industrial Park

is Kevin Albrecht.
“I’ve been here since
September,”
says
Albrecht. “We moved
here from Manning.”
Manning is his home
town. He worked over 18
years at Manning Diversified, the local sawmill,
which was taken over by
West Fraser in 2015.
After a break from
that sort of work, during
which he ran the local
pharmacy with his wife

Erin, Albrecht rejoined
the company early last
year. With the downturn
in the economy, things
had gotten pretty slow in
the business, he says.
The mill must have
been happy to have
Albrecht back, because
they made him superintendent right off the bat.
In March he was made
general manager, and in
September transferred
to Slave Lake. His pro-

motion was offered with
the understanding it
might entail a transfer,
he says.
“It’s good!” he says, in
answer to the question
‘How’s it going so far?’
“The community has
been really good, and we
have a great staff.”
As if to prove the
point, Albrecht takes the
reporter on a tour of the
office, introducing several people in the midst

FMA renewal inked
Alberta’s Minister of Agriculture and Forestry was in Slave Lake recently and took the opportunity to
sit down with reps of three local forest products companies for a signing ceremony. The occasion
was to mark the renewal of a Forest Management Agreement with Tolko, West Fraser and Vanderwell
Contractors. This is for an area of woodlands jointly managed by the three companies; the renewal is
for 20 years. Pictured left to right are Kevin Jewett of Tolko, Kevin Albrecht of West Fraser, Minister
O’Neil Carlier, Lesser Slave MLA Danielle Larivee and Ken Vanderwell of Vanderwell Contractors.

This is the season to count our blessings
To the Editor:

Dear constituents,
As 2018 comes to a
close, I am pleased to
share an update on the
past 12 months.
For the first three
years, it was a blessing
to have my family with
me in Ottawa whenever
Parliament was in session. This past September, with big sister
Aliyah starting school,
my family made the decision to remain in Alberta. All three children,
Aliyah, Seeley, and
Jillian
are
growing
quickly and they are excited to have another
sibling joining them in
the spring.
Over the past year in
Ottawa, my priorities
have focused on being a
voice for northern Albertans, standing up for our
forestry and oil workers,
victims of crime and
families.
As I have travelled

throughout our riding
visiting towns, meeting
with folks, attending
events, and logging over
12,000km, I continue to
hear one clear message:
Liberals need to stop attacking local businesses
and family farms.
To be honest, Albertans just want a government that will get out of
the way.
Nearing the end of his
mandate, it’s clear more
than ever that Justin
Trudeau’s policies are
hurting Canadians. Our
deficits are out of control, pipelines have
stalled, our borders are
not secure, families are
paying more in taxes,
veterans have to go to
court to get benefits and
victims of crime are left
out in the cold.
The reality is Justin
Trudeau’s priorities are
not Canadians priorities.
The good news is that
Conservatives
have
demonstrated to Cana-

dians that there is a real
alternative to Justin
Trudeau's Liberals: a
Conservative
movement that recognizes
how hard Canadians
work, and how little they
get in return from this
government.
We believe in keeping
taxes low and we will
continue to bring forward a positive Conservative vision for Canadians frustrated by Justin
Trudeau.
We stand by our
strong track record of
compassionately managing our immigration
system while maintaining secure borders.
We are proud of a Conservative government
that took unprecedented
steps ensure that the
rights of victims were
prioritized.
A Conservative government will stop the
raid on future generations, eliminate Justin
Trudeau’s deficits, and
get Canada’s fiscal

house back in order.
As Conservatives, our
priorities come from the
hockey rinks, the legion
halls, the grocery stores,
and most importantly,
the local businesses who
create jobs and opportunities. This is who we
are, and that’s who
we’re fighting for!
But for now, this is the
season to count our
blessings. For Christians, the greatest of
these is Christmas itself,
the birth of Jesus Christ.
It’s a time for joyful reunions with family and
friends. It’s also a time
to remember and assist
those in our midst who
have less.
From Aliyah, Seeley,
Jillian, Melissa and myself, Merry Christmas to
all, and best wishes for a
healthy and happy New
Year.
Sincerely,
Arnold Viersen, MP
Peace River – Westlock

of whatever it is they are
doing. That includes
new woodlands manager Tim Burns, who
came over from the
West Fraser sawmill in
High Prairie, to replace
the
recently-retired
Bert Larocque. Also
Richard Chemago, Jeff
Blocka and Kevin Campbell, who work under
Burns in the woodlands
department.
Things are decent in
the world of plywood,
Albrecht says. Prices
are not as good at the
moment as they were for
a period last year, but
it’s “hanging in there,”
he says. “It all depends
on housing starts in
Eastern Canada.”
Besides the veneer for
plywood, the mill pro-

Kevin Albrecht

duces ‘cores’ that are occasionally seen heading
south on trucks. They
are used for a variety of
purposes and are pretty
highly regarded.
“They’re
sold
all
over,” he says.
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Kid’s Talk

Leader goes
on vacation

Leader reporter Callie
Hermanson soaks in
some sunshine while
on a sunset and
whale-watching
cruise on the Teralani
2
sailboat
in
Kaanapali, Maui Hawaii.
Alongside
Hermanson are the
boat captain and one
of the crew members.
Hermanson
says
whale season had
just started in Hawaii
she and her family
were lucky enough to
see over four whales
during
the
mini
cruise.

Would you like to be a
teacher when you grow up?
Why or why not?
Asked of Grade 4 students at
E.G. Wahlstrom School

Cordelia Buck
“Yeah. So I can
share my imagination, so more kids can
have more knowledge.”

Callum Lindsay
“No. Because I
wouldn’t feel like being a teacher.”

Blake Maitland
“Maybe. Because it
might be fun. When I
was in Grade 2 my
teacher left me in
charge.”

Warm feet!
This Christmas season students and teachers from St. Francis Catholic Academy donated 540 pairs of
socks to the Northern Haven Support Society. This year's sock drive exceeded the school’s goal of 200
pairs and the amount raised in 2017. Pictured (from L to R) are principal Angie White, Northern Haven
Support Society executive director Shelly May Ferguson and teacher Neena Zacharia. In between are
students who donated to the cause.

Roland Michener Minute......

Jonathan King
Submitted

“No. Because I
don’t
really
like
school that much, but
I do like math.”

RMSS
had
a
slow-paced,
relaxing
last week before Christmas. Here’s what we accomplished:

Athletics:
Sr. Boys
Basketball

Eboni
Sunderman
“No. Because I
want to be a vet, because I really like animals and I like helping them.”

Rams

The Rams traveled to
Kinuso on the 19th. The
boys lost 54-40 in a hard
fought battle.

Jr. Boys’ Basketball
The team hosted a
league game in our gym
on Wednesday, December 19th. They were up
against Prairie River
Raiders from High Prairie. Our Jr. Rams played
a
rock-solid
game,
shooting many three’s
from outside the arc.

The half-time score was
31-30. The Rams played
their hearts out but
came up a bit short in
the end. The final score
was 70-62. This takes
their league standings
to one win and three
losses. Keep working
hard team! You have improved so much already
and the best is yet to
come.

Wrestling
Congrats to the wrestling team, as they wrestled in Wetaskiwin this a
couple weekends ago.
Congrats go out to Oscar Horsman who won a
bronze medal. Kailyn
Sherrard and Ephraim
Marschner earned silver medals in their
weight class. In the senior high division, Zane

Lightning - Fillion got a
gold and a silver medal
while Zack Buchanan
and Kenya Ross earned
golds of their own. Great
start to the season team!

Student
Recognition:
Each week, dozens of
students are nominated
for this award around
our building. They get
nominated for kind
deeds, great academic
efforts/results, acts of
citizenship and leadership. The list is read
aloud throughout the
school to recognize all
nominees and then a
random draw determines our weekly winner. Congratulations to
last week’s winner, who
was Zoelle Carifelle!

Weekly clubs
and meetings:
SAGA meetings
Wednesday in the Art
room at lunch.

DramaMission ‘Improvable’
Thursday in Drama
room at lunch

Student CouncilTuesday lunch
Room 137 or 139

in

Dungeons and
DragonsTuesday and Wednesday 3:30 in Room 147

Lunch at the
Gymnoon to 12:30 p.m. every day

Math RocksFridays in Room 149
at 3:30 p.m.
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Provincial inroads for local brewery: Sask and B.C. next?
Joe McWilliams
Lakeside Leader

The sky is the limit, it
appears, for Dog Island
Brewing of Slave Lake.
The little business that
grew out of a hobby is
now shipping its product

all over the province and
has about a dozen people on the payroll.
“We’ve got sales people in Edmonton and
Calgary,” says Ben Fiddler. “We’ve got about 60
outlets, provincially.”
A new labelling sys-

tem helps get the
canned product out
more efficiently. Fiddler
says DIB is producing
about 60 hectolitres a
month on average, “but
it
increases
every
month.” A hectolitre, by
the way, equals 100

litres.
What else is new?
“We’re going to be doing cider,” Fiddler says.
“And distillation.”
Distillation
means
spirits, such as vodka
and gin.
The Dog Island arse-

nal of craft beers has
grown to about 14 varieties. The newest, Fiddler
says, is called ‘Lip
Pointer,’ which is proving to be quite popular
with the local crowd.
“We sell out within a
couple of hours,” he
says, adding it was a hit
at a recent beer show in
Banff.
Another product is a
porter (dark beer) that
has been aging for nine
months in wooden barrels.
So things are good,
but they could be better.
Access to other provincial markets is difficult,
with
those
much-talked-about
trade barriers. Fiddler
says the Alberta government is on side and trying to help get Alberta
brews into Saskatchewan and B.C. Premier
Rachel Notley confirmed as much in a chat
with The Leader last

month when she visited
the Northern Alberta
Elected Leaders’ conference in Slave Lake.
She spoke enthusiastically about Alberta’s
craft brewing industry.
She said it is struggling
to break into other provincial markets, and the
government is working
to open those doors.
One way it did that
was to slap a levy on imported beer, which was
challenged in court and
struck down. Fiddler
says the playing field remains tilted in favour of
non-Alberta producers,
since the Alberta market is more friendly to
importers than vice
versa.
But if and when those
markets open up, and
DIB products are as
popular there as they
are becoming in Alberta,
look out. They might
have to get a bigger
shop.

The canning line at Dog Island Brewery; a new labeling system makes the process more efficient.
Old Town Porter, a specialty product from Dog Island Brewery in Slave Lake.

Royal Purple donates
Roland Michener School received Royal Purple donations for three programs last month, totalling $2,500. The programs are leadership,
mentorship and perfect attendance. Pictured from the school are teachers
Tracy Burnett, Patrick Kennedy and Brian Hay, along with students Marlee
Monaghan, Hillary Ritchie, Kennedy Hartman and Sarah Schwartz. Presenting for the Royal Purple are Annellen Eiserman and Marlene Gamble.
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This just in from
U-Haul: the Winks store
in Canyon Creek is now
an agent for U-Haul.
Business hours are
11:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m.
Monday to Thursday,
10:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m.

Friday and Saturday,
and 10:00 a.m. to 8:00
p.m. on Sundays.

*****

According to Service
Canada, passport services are now available

at more Service Canada
offices than ever. The
news was announced
just before Christmas,
and somebody actually
called The Leader to
make sure we knew
about it.
What this presumably
means for readers of
this newspaper is they
can get passports renewed and such at the
office in Slave Lake,
where once they’d have
to go to Edmonton, or
send it away and wait for
a longer time. But don’t
take our word for it, call
or visit your Service
Canada office in Slave
Lake.

*****

Superbowl pool; yes,
we’re all over it. Harry
Bartlett is selling the
tickets but not for the
Rotary Club. This one is
to support the Midget 1
Thunder hockey team.
Two bucks a ticket, for
the chance to win some
money on the big game,
which this year takes
place on…. We’re not
sure, but it’ll be on a
Sunday in February.

*****

‘Broadband
moves
forward’ says a headline
in the High Prairie
South Peace News on
Dec. 15. This is rural
broadband, something

ABUNDANT LIFE WORSHIP CENTRE Sun., 9:00 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. service. Celebrate Recovery every Thurs., 7:30 p.m. For more info. call
780-849-4208 or go to www.alwc.church.
ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS - SLNFC closed
meetings Wed. at 8:00 p.m. 416 6 Ave. N.E. Open
meetings Sat. at 8:00 p.m. Closed meetings Tues.
and Fri. at 8:00 p.m. at Abundant Life Worship Centre. Last meeting of the month open - anyone welcome. Call 780-849-3989 or 780-805-1356 for info.
ANIMAL RESCUE COMMITTEE OF SLAVE
LAKE - Please call 780-849-3225.
COMMUNITY CHRISTIAN CENTRE - Morning service, 10:00 a.m. with childrens church.
Christmas Eve service, with several participating
churches, 6:30 p.m. 612 6 St. SE. Call 780-849-4993
for info.
HOSPITAL AUXILIARY - Meets the last Tues.
of every month 7:00 p.m. at the hospital. New members welcome. Contact membership coordinator
Dianne Cofer 780-849-2453.
KINETTE CLUB OF SLAVE LAKE - A community service group looking for new members.
Supper meetings the 3rd Thurs. of each month.
Call April Garon 780-849-1669.
NARCOTICS ANONYMOUS - Narcotics Anonymous Slave Lake Inn and Conference Centre,
Mon. and Thurs., 8:00 p.m. For more info. call
780-843-5950 or 780-843-5064.
PARENT LINK CENTRE - A learning centre

the County of Big
Lakes has been pushing. The idea seems to
be to get better Internet
service into the hamlets
in the county. Big Lakes
has been trying to rally
support from neighbouring municipalities. The
M.D. of Lesser Slave
River is named in the
article as a ‘partner.’
The latest news is that
construction is to start
in the spring, with High
Prairie and Joussard being the first communities served. Also named
as partners in the story
are the three Metis Settlements, the Town of
Swan Hills and several
communities west and
northwest
of
High
Prairie.

*****

So… has anybody
been stopped yet for a
busted tail light and then
been asked to provide a
breath sample? That’s
what can happen, at
least. Whether it is happening… another question. Thanks to Bill C-46,
police no longer need
probable cause to suspect a driver of impairment before they can demand a breath test. Anything will do; speeding,
going too slow, seatbelt,
using
a
cell
phone…whatever.

for children aged birth to five. Programs run Mon.
to Fri. 213 3rd N.E. All programs free! Please call
780-849-4103.
REGIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL ACTION
COMMITTEE (REAC) - Meets every two months
in Joussard. Meetings open. For info. on local environmental initiatives and for car pooling call Jule
at 780-805-1709.
ROTARY CLUB - Meets every Tues. morning
7:00 a.m. at the Holiday Inn Express.
ROTARY CLUB PUBLIC LIBRARY - The Rotary Club of Slave Lake Public Library offers many
exciting programs for ages 1-17 with special activities happening almost every month! Please check
online or come into the library or call 780-849-5250.
ROUTE 88 RODS AND CUSTOMS - Club
meetings every third Wed. of the month, 7:00 p.m.
at the firehall. Everyone welcome.
ROYAL CANADIAN LEGION - Bingo Tues. Doors open at 6:00 p.m., Early Bird 6:50. Drop in
Darts Thurs. - 7:30 p.m.. Drop in Cribbage Fri. 7:00 p.m.. Steak Supper is last Fri. of each month
except Dec. - 5:30 - 7:00 p.m. - $17 for steak and all
the fixings. Cribbage and Euchre on various Sun.,
once each month - stop in for more details. Call
Carol 780-805-1513 or Beth 780-849-1342 for info.
ROYAL PURPLE - General Meetings every
third Tues. of the month. New members welcome.
Contact Annellen at 780-849-5507 or Marlene at
780-849-4983 for more info.
REMEMBERING OUR CHILDREN - Is a support group for parents who’s children have died at
any age and by any cause. We meet at the Holiday
Inn Express, Slave Lake on the first Tues. of every
month from 7:00 p.m.-9:00 p.m. You are not alone.
ST. PETER’S ECUMENICAL CHURCH - Services and Sunday school every Sun. at 10:30 a.m.

*****

Interesting tidbit from
the coffee shop the other
day. A fellow from
Drayton Valley was visiting. How bad are
things over there? he
was asked. Not that bad,
really, he said. There’s
work if you want it. Not
like Slave Lake, he
added, where things are
really dead.

*****

Apparently you can
get a star named after
you (or the person you
designate) for as little as
30 bucks. Heck of a deal.
But who’s controlling it?
A bit of online searching
last week gave the impression more than one
outfit is in the business
of selling this privilege.
So people are probably
shelling out the dough to
get a loved one’s name
on a star that somebody
else thinks belongs to
them. Well, let them
have their fun. There
are bigger problems
down here on earth, after all.

*****

This could be a big
year for news, right here
in the Slave Lake area.
Or, if you prefer, in the
Lesser Slave River area,
which
includes
the
Smith and Flatbush areas. Stay tuned.
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*****

Yes, we didn’t make it
to a lot of Christmas
events.
Understaffed,
distracted,
whatever.
Not to mention that in
that last week before
Christmas, with no paper coming out the following
week,
there
would be the usual lack
of incentive to cover
things that wouldn’t be
of much interest come
the first week of January. But some of our
Christmas-event photos
do appear on our
website,
lakesideleader.com. A
few others can be found
on Page 28 of this paper.

*****

In case any youngsters were eager to head
on back to the library for
some fun afternoon activities, sorry, but you
are out of luck. There
will be no afternoon
movie time, story time,
or after school club. All
library programs will
resume the week of
January 7th. For more
info and for any concerns call 780-849-5250.

*****

The Leader would like
to wish everyone a
happy new year and
plenty of peace, love and
joy for the coming 2019
year!

Advent services Sundays at 10:30 a.m. Mon. Thurs., 500 7th St. S.E. Everyone welcome.
SLAVE LAKE ALANON FAMILY GROUPS Wed. at 8:00 p.m., SLNFC, 416 6 Ave. N.E., for those
affected by someone else’s drinking. Contacts:
Dave 780-849-2114, Donna 780-843-5300. Email:
slavelakeafg@gmail.com.
SLAVE LAKE ELKS #379 - Suite 200, 400 6
Ave., N.E., 2nd Tues. of the month, 7:00 p.m. Call
780-849-1378.
SLAVE LAKE NATIVE FRIENDSHIP CENTRE - Clothing bank Tues. to Thurs. from 10:30
a.m. to 3:30 p.m. and Fri. 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. Food
Bank Tues., Wed., Thurs., 10:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.
Soup and bannock every Fri., 11:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.
Call 780-849-3039.
SLAVE LAKE PIONEERS - 208 4 Ave. N. E.
Meeting first Thurs. of every month at 1:00 p.m.
Cribbage every second Thurs. of the month at 7:00
p.m. and last Sat. at 2:00 p.m. Floor curling Tues.
and Thurs. at 2:00 p.m. and pool every Mon., Wed.
and Fri. at 1:00 p.m. Contact Ed 780-849-5387.
SLAVE LAKE WESLEYAN CHURCH - 321 5
St. N.W. Worship Service, 10:30 a.m. Wed LAUNCH
Kidz 4 p.m. Ages 4-8, Adult Bible Study, 6:30 p.m.,
and Fri. 6 p.m., DREAM Team ages 8 and Up. Everyone
welcome.
780-849-5322,
email
slave.lake.wc@gmail.com.
TOPS - Every Thurs. Weigh-ins are 6:00 p.m. 6:30 p.m., meetings 6:30 p.m. - 7:00 p.m. at the Alliance Church. Please contact babs08@hotmail.com
or call 780-805-1265.
VANDERWELL LODGE - Crib tournament
first Sat. of each month in rec. room, 1:00 - 3:00 p.m.
Snacks and refreshments. $3.00 to play. Everyone
welcome. Call: 780-849-2927.
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Good things and
not so good
A few weeks back, we ran a front-page story
in which Friendship Centre ED Barb
Courtorielle was quote saying how dire the situation was. Donations for the Christmas hamper
program were nowhere near what was needed,
given the expected applications. Then, about
three weeks later, Courtorielle reported to town
council she’d received over $20,000 in donations
in the last little while, which should leave some
money left for next year. And on top of that she
had a room full of donated toys to give away.
And whole hockey teams showing up to help
sort it.
All very good. Some people are struggling and
this shows with a bit of focused effort, the community in general can easily pull something like
this off.
Courtorielle’s report also had the sobering
news that things are changing when it comes to
looking after the Mat Program. We’re starting
to see people taking drugs, she said, and we’ve
had to call the police and ambulance several
times. It didn’t used to be like that.

Climate change
officer?
Here’s something a bit unusual: Big Lakes
County is thinking of hiring a ‘climate change
officer.’ The first thought that occurs is, ‘How in
the world can they afford another position when
there’s never enough money for road maintenance? Well, we aren’t really familiar with the
books over there. But if the M.D. of Lesser
Slave River is anything to go by, money is tight,
expectations are high and there’s never enough
cash to do all the things that need doing, let
along the ones you’d like to do. Or that your residents would like you to do.
But there it is in black and white, in the Dec.
15 South Peace News. ‘Big Lakes County could
soon add a climate change officer to its staff,’
says the story by Richard Froese. Froese goes
on to explain that the Federation of Canadian
Municipalities would provide most of the funding, leaving the county with a $13,400 bill.
The opportunity was promoted to Big Lakes
council as something that would ‘pay for itself
many times over.’ The officer would develop an
action plan on reducing energy use and emissions, among other things.
Oddly enough, the main objection on council
(at least as reported in the News) was not about
the money. It was more of a philosophical thing.
‘I don’t believe in climate change,’ said councillor Ann Stewart, quite bluntly.
Whether you believe in it or not, said the
CAO, it’s still a good idea for the county. Councillors approved an application for the FCM
funding.
What we’re wondering is if this sort of thing
might catch on. Apparently it’s a big deal with
the FCM. If they are willing to fork over the bulk
of the cost, might we see climate change officers in every municipality? It sounds a bit
far-fetched, but so did the notion of ‘communications coordinators’ as a stand-alone position
in a small municipality once upon a time.

Fight back in 2019 for Alberta’s oil
Mac Olsen
Smoky River Express

The year 2018 wasn’t kind to
our petroleum industry, as it
struggled with hardships like a
decline in the price of oil, as well
as political and legal
maneuverings.
I hoped the Trans Mountain
pipeline expansion project would
be well under way but that province’s NDP Premier, John
Horgan, and the global warming
disciples are still battling in
court to stop the project.
The Federal Court of Canada
ruled against the Trans Mountain pipeline expansion project,
citing insufficient consultation
with First Nations groups.
Prime Minister Justin Trudeau – whom I like to call “Pretty
Boy” for the nice demeanor he
always promotes, rather than
running a decisive government –
announced that the federal government would buy the project
from TransCanada Corporation
if the company’s May 31, 2018
deadline to begin construction
wasn’t met.
So, he bought Trans Mountain,
the existing pipeline and the expansion project - and taxpayers
became the owners instead of a
privately-run corporation. But af-

terwards, not a peep out of his
government until December 18,
when it announced $1.6 billion in
assistance to the province’s petroleum industry, due to the declining price of oil.
Oh, how generous of him “giving” $1.6 billion to Alberta, but
it’s too little Pretty Boy, the damage is done, due to your vacillation.
Although NDP Premier Rachel Notley has proposed cutting
oil production to stabilize the
price, her proposal to buy more
rail cars is a half measure.
The provincial government
would buy those rail cars to increase exports by 120,000 barrels
per day, but they won’t be available until the fall of 2019. I agree
with UCP Leader Jason Kenney
we can’t wait that long.
“I’ve met industry leaders that
are talking in the range, collectively, that there could be tens of
thousands of layoffs in the first
quarter of 2019, long before any
government can add rail capacity,” he was quoted by Global
News. A solution he proposed
was to fast-track a new law that
would order companies to implement a 10 per cent cut in production.
Kenney says, reductions to the
output would bring Alberta’s oil

markets “back into balance,” the
Global News report added.
We can also look at the
shelved Energy East pipeline
project. The global warming disciples and the former mayor of
Montreal, Denis Coderre, fought
vehemently against it. Coderre
was critical that the project didn’t respect the city’s urban plan
and endangered wetlands, as per
a report by the Montreal Gazette
in 2015.
However, I laugh at Coderre’s
criticism, especially because that
city dumped eight billion litres of
raw sewage into the St. Lawrence River over a one-week period in November 2015. He said it
was done in a “responsible manner.”
So, it was okay for him to damage the St. Lawrence River with
his municipality’s raw sewage.
But it wasn’t okay to build a pipeline to the Maritimes that would
have met strict federal regulation and consultation requirements. What a hypocrite.
Yet, there is hope, such as the
pro-petroleum marches in
Grande Prairie on December 16
and Calgary on December 17.
Thousands of people marched to
support a beleaguered industry
that supports them and their
families.

Slave Lake Lakeside Leader, Wednesday, January 2, 2019

Let’s make Canadian hospitals more
senior-friendly
George Heckman
and Paul Hébert
Troy Media

Canadians are living longer.
Unfortunately, our hospitals
aren’t ready for them.
Canadians over 65 years old
use more than 40 per cent of
hospital services, a demand
that continues to rise.
But as they age, Canadians
hope to stay at home as long as
possible.
If hospitalization is required,
they should expect to go home
quickly and safely afterwards.
Yet many spend weeks to
months in a hospital bed, acquiring new health problems
and disabilities, only to find
themselves among the more
than 300,000 Canadians living in
nursing homes.
If hospitals are meant for getting well, why does this happen?
Our health-care system was
designed in the 1950s and focused on hospitals. Back then, it
was about unexpected emergencies, like pneumonia or injuries. Conditions like heart attacks had few beneficial treatments, so most patients didn’t
survive very long.
Today, advances in medical
science and public health mean
that more people survive with
conditions that would have
killed their grandparents. Conditions that can be treated but
not cured are called chronic diseases. The biggest risk factor
for chronic diseases is aging. As
Canadians get older, they usually acquire not just one but
many chronic diseases.
Many older Canadians also
develop other age-related problems such as dementia, making
simple everyday tasks more difficult. Many lose muscle
strength, becoming less active

and more disabled.
Over time, the burden of
these problems grows and affected persons become increasingly vulnerable. Simple health
challenges like influenza, nothing more than a nuisance to
young people, will incapacitate
or kill a vulnerable older person. This vulnerability is called
frailty.
The problem is that hospitals
remain better suited to care for
healthy surgical patients and
acute illnesses like pneumonia.
Most aren’t geared to helping
frail seniors cope with acute illnesses or flare-ups of chronic
conditions. Frailty is why so
many do poorly in senior-unfriendly hospital environments,
often becoming more confused
and disabled, often irreversibly.
What can be done?
First, hospitals need to identify vulnerable patients with
complex needs so they can
quickly address and minimize
complications. Detection requires that the right information be collected efficiently and
reliably at the right time.
Ideally, information about
complex needs and frailty
should be identified early, in all
health-care settings, using a
common approach. That would
mean that important information can be gathered and acted
upon even before a hospitalization. Most of the pieces for this
approach are in place in Canada but not in hospitals. Existing hospital documentation systems are bloated and inefficient,
collecting some information repetitively but missing other important data.
Yet knowing who’s at risk ensures that patients with mobility issues don’t stay bedridden a
minute longer than needed. It
means that patients with dementia are regularly oriented to

place and time, and maintained
on a stable daily routine. It
means aggressive de-prescribing programs to get rid of harmful or useless medications. It
also means a more efficient
health-care system.
An international not-for-profit
group of researchers called
interRAI has carefully designed
and studied instruments for just
this purpose. Its assessment
tools are already used in home
care, nursing homes and mental health settings across Canada.
Unfortunately, they aren’t
used yet in primary care and
hospitals, where measuring
frailty is typically an afterthought, if done at all.
Along with colleagues, we recently studied the interRAI
Hospital Suite used in 10 Canadian hospitals on over 5,000
older adults, supported by the
Canadian Frailty Network. The
instruments were easy to use
and reliably predicted, within 24
hours of hospitalization, which
older patients would develop
complications in hospital, which
were at risk of a long hospital
stay and which were at risk of
ending up in a nursing home.
Efforts are already under way
to make our hospitals senior-friendly, but the lack of systematic assessment in the system overall leaves us all vulnerable as we age.
By the time frail patients
need hospital care, it’s often too
late to address their complex
needs.
Reliable information is a fundamental requirement to make
our health-care system and especially our hospitals senior-friendly, allowing better
targeting of programs to respond to needs along the entire
trajectory of life.
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We need real
action for the
energy sector,
instead of
corporate welfare
Aaron Wudrick
Canadian Taxpayers Federation

The Canadian Taxpayers Federation (CTF) is
demanding tangible action for Canada’s struggling energy sector, including scrapping the
carbon tax and the flawed bill C-69, in response
to reports of a forthcoming federal plan to earmark $1.6 billion to address the issue.
Families who make their living in the energy
sector are desperate, but they’re desperate to
get back to work and earn a living – they don’t
want to depend on temporary corporate welfare
from Ottawa. The crisis in Canada’s energy sector is largely due to the Trudeau governments’
catastrophic decisions and they are now simply
trying to paper over the problem with borrowed
money.
Ottawa announced $1.6 billion to provide “job
support” for Alberta. The announcement came
after large protests in Calgary where the unemployment rate is now 7.9 per cent. Canada loses
$80 million per day because Canada lacks pipeline capacity, according to the Alberta government.
Ottawa blocked the approved Northern Gateway pipeline in 2016. The government has yet to
make progress on the Trans Mountain expansion despite using taxpayer money to buy the
project for $4.5 billion. Bill C-69, which will make
any future pipeline approval more difficult, is
currently in the Senate after being passed by
the Trudeau government. A federal carbon tax
will hit millions of Canadians starting April 1st.
If the Prime Minister wants people to think
he cares by stroking a cheque for $1.6 billion, he
needs to remember that only covers Canada’s
losses due to a lack of pipeline capacity for 20
days. Tying one hand behind the energy sector’s back while sprinkling corporate welfare
into the other hand is not a real plan.
Actions the federal government could take to
support the energy sector include:
Withdrawing Bill C-69;
Withdrawing the federal carbon tax; and
Reducing business taxes to make Canada
more competitive with the United States.

Too many deaf ears and not enough visionary leadership
Stephen Mandel
Alberta Party Leader

With over 100,000 jobs lost
in the energy sector, thousands of businesses closing
shop, and government that
doesn’t seem to listen or effectively address the crisis
in many communities and
households, it’s no wonder
we are seeing record-setting
protests, resurgent talk of
Alberta separatism, and increases in the suicide rate
among young Albertans.
The most recent convoy to
take place on Wednesday
demonstrates the frustration and helplessness that is

being felt in Alberta. When I
talk with people they feel like
no one cares, and even
worse that somehow Alberta
deserves such problems.
Canada prides itself on
opening its doors to the less
fortunate and helping those
in need. But, Albertans feel
like in their time of need,
certain elements are being,
well, un-Canadian.
People forget that we have
mortgages, families, and
lives, just like all Canadians
do. We’re frustrated because
this situation isn’t just about
Alberta, it’s about the
wellness of all of Canada.
If Bill C-69 is passed as

proposed, this bill will handcuff Alberta’s energy industry and throw away the keys.
Killing the bill though will
leave Canada with no formal
process for pipeline review

and approval, further shaking investor confidence and
assuring that no energy infrastructure will be proposed for years to come.
Alberta is fortunate to
have smart, thoughtful senators like Doug Black and
Paula Simons in the Upper
Chamber fighting for our
best interests. We encourage all Albertans to stand up
and support the work they
are doing.
Myself and our Alberta
Party team are committed to
Alberta, and we hear and
feel your pain, frustration,
and even anger. As challenging as things are right now,

know that our best days are
ahead and we’re here to help
lead.
With that in mind, we have
requested an appearance
before the Senate committee
reviewing this bill to propose
a constructive set of amendments to get this bill fixed
and give Albertans, and thus
all Canadians hope for a
brighter future.
There are too many deaf
ears and not enough visionary leadership and it’s time
our politicians come to the
table with constructive solutions to get the job done. I
look forward to keeping you
updated in the New Year.
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January
Baby it’s cold outside! A deep freeze settled over
Slave Lake area in the final days of 2017. The first issue of The Leader for 2018 tried to depict the frigidity with a front-page photo of clouds of exhaust
vapour hanging over Main St, lit up by the setting
sun at 3:45 p.m. on a Friday afternoon. But it was a
dry cold!
The big news as 2018 got underway was that the
Town of Slave Lake and the M.D. of Lesser Slave
River had finally buried the hatchet and agreed on
sharing costs. In the Jan. 3 of The Leader was a
photo of Mayor Tyler Warman and Reeve Murray
Kerik signing off on two inter-municipal agreements. It had been a source of disharmony and
stress for the better part of a year.
The first baby born in Slave Lake (as far as we
know) in 2018 was Aurora-Eve Mutch, who was featured on the front page of the Jan. 10 Leader. She
came into this world at 10:20 p.m. on Jan. 4.
The Leader reported that siblings Jacob and
Kennedy Hartman would be playing for Team Alberta North in the Arctic Winter Games in Hay
River in March.
Good news on the local business front in January;
a group of investors from Slave Lake had purchased
and were in the process of re-opening the idle
Northwest Inn. It would be called ‘Hotel Northern

said a front-page headline in February. The remarkable story about weight loss, mobility improvement
and general cheering up of a group of seniors followed. The program had a lot to do with Lorraine
Rubisch of the Swan River Health Centre, who was
bringing the group to the field house in Slave Lake
every week, for the fourth year running.

Star.’

February
Midgets break through and take over first place,
was a sports page headline early in February. The
team had just beaten Jasper.
‘Swan River elders walking their way to health,’

Should the Town of Slave Lake invest money in
equipment to help keep Devonshire Beach clean?
Council had been talking a lot about the importance
of a cleaner beach for tourism, and lobbying the
province to that end, but when it came down to dollars and cents, they voted against it.
The Slave Lake Petroleum Association announced in February the
Oilmen’s
Bonspiel
would go ahead in a
much-reduced format.
The 2018 tournament
would be two days instead of the traditional
four.
Kal Tire was named
‘Business of the Year’ at
the Slave Lake & District Chamber of Commerce’s annual business awards gala on
Feb. 24. Other winners:
Ali Mouallem, Brenna
Emes, Keeper Photography, Dog Island Brewing, Slave Lake Dental,
Elaine
Ridley,
Motormania,
Nash
Giroux LLP, The FIX

2018

Slave Lake Lakeside Leader, Wednesday, January 2, 2019

2018

Year in Review

13

2018

A Slave Lake-area family got the worst news possible when a hockey team bus crashed in Saskatchewan. Conner Lukan was one of 16 members of the
Humboldt Broncos who lost their lives in the crash.
Lukan had worn #12, in memory of his uncle Jamie,
who had also been killed on his way to a hockey
game years earlier.

March
Spartan Controls won the 2018 Oilmen’s Bonspiel,
beating Danny Gorham’s Seguin team in the ‘A’ Final. Everett Samuelson’s Spilak rink won the ‘B’,
Apex Valve, skipped by Ryan Norman took the ‘C’
Event and Pam Morrison’s Secure Energy rink won
the ‘D’.

The M.D. of Lesser Slave River approved a budget that would require a two per cent tax increase. A
factor was over $400,000 in uncollected property

what turned out to be the last hockey game played
in Slave Lake, the Thunder beat Hinton 4 – 0 in the
third game of the best-of-three final.

‘Traveling criminals,’ was the term RCMP Staff
Sgt. John Spaans used to describe the perpetrators
of recent ATM thefts in Smith and Slave Lake. Two
methods were used; at Sobey’s, the familiar smashing of the front door, rope around the ATM and haul
it out with a truck. At Fas Gas, somebody cut a hole
in the roof!
The Leader said goodbye to reporter Gord
Fortin at the end of February and a week later
said hello to his replacement.
She’s
Callie
Hermanson, of Edson Alberta. Callie started on
March 5.

April
Starr Twin of Slave Lake hit it big at the Arctic
Winter Games in Hay River. That actually happened in March, but it was reported in the first edition of The Leader in April. Twin won four ulus – one
of them gold – in Dene Games. Other local ulu winners were Courtney Reason in wrestling, Julie
Vance in snowshoeing, Zoe Ey in pole push,
Montana Ross in snowshoeing, Karl Koester in
Inuit Wrestling, Jacob Hartman in hockey and Kennedy Hartman in hockey.

taxes from the year before. As inconvenient as that
was, it could be a lot worse, council heard. Some municipalities have millions in uncollectable taxes
mainly from oil companies that have gone belly-up.
Slave Lake’s annual volunteer appreciation banquet and awards was held in April. Ellen Criss was
named Citizen of the Year for 2017. Sharon Watchel
won the Lifetime Volunteer award.

In March we learned a
Junior ‘A’ hockey league based in the western U.S.
was starting up a division in Alberta and Saskatchewan. The Western States Hockey League hoped to
put franchises in Slave Lake, as well as Edson,
Hinton, Cold Lake, Meadow Lake and others.
The Bantam 1 Thunder boys’ hockey team finished off its season with a league championship. In

Carl Knight of the Slave Lake Boxing Club competed at the national championships in Edmonton.
He had done well to qualify, but came up against
some stiff competition in a Nova Scotia boxer and
lost by unanimous decision.
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May
Premier Rachel Notley visited Slave Lake (in
April, but reported in May). She cut a ribbon at a
provincially-funded daycare program and visited St.
Mary of the Lake’s school snack program, but
missed a meeting with the Filipino Association. The
reason? The pipeline spat with British Columbia
blew up and she had to get back to Edmonton to deal
with it.

The search continued for a boy who fell into the
Athabasca River off the Hwy. 2 bridge, The Leader
reported in its May 9 edition. Also in that issue; a
Wabasca man was challenging the M.D. of Opportunity election in court, claiming it was compromised
because one of the candidates for council had offered free meat to people who voted for him.

the final weekend of May. It started Friday, skipped
Saturday due to high winds, and finished off on
Sunday. Winning top spot were Aaron Van Hoek and
Josh Courtorielle.

June
‘Local company’s jet fuel taking off’ was a headline in early June. The company is Enerchem, who
turned to jet fuel when the oil patch downturn reduced demand for other products. The Leader
spoke to three local customers who were all quite
pleased to have jet fuel available so close to home.
Construction at a new raw water intake at Wagner began in earnest in June. It entailed the establishment of a construction barge out in the lake.

Cannabis was much in the news in the first half of
2018 (not to mention the second half). On May 16
The Leader reported the results of a Town of Slave
Lake survey, which had unusually high participation. Eighty-two per cent of respondents said they
were in favour of retail sales in town.
‘Jackpines win round one of pine beetle experiment’ was the front-page headline in the May 23
Leader. This was the result of a University of Alberta study on jackpine
susceptibility to infestation by the bug that
makes its living mainly
in lodgepole pine. Infected lodgepole blocks
were
pile
around
jackpine trees near the
Athabasca River. Checking back, researchers
found not much had happened. The jackpines
successfully
repulsed
the low-level attack.
The first annual Larry
Dahlgren
Memorial
Walleye
Tournament
took place at Spruce
Point Park Marina on

The search was on for candidates for the new
United Conservative Party in the Lesser Slave Lake
constituency, a story in the June 10 Lakeside
Leader reported. The date for nominations hadn’t
been set, but the word from the constituency association was that it would likely be later in the summer.
After a very dry spring “all hell broke loose” in
June, with flooding north, east and west of Slave
Lake, with all kinds of damage to public and private
property. It included a partial washout of the
brand-new pavement on Poplar Lane. About a third
of the properties in Marten Beach got swamped.

‘Big plans for Big Fish’ was a June headline in The
Leader. It reported on the ambitions of the new
owners of Big Fish Bay Resort, located on the edge
of Slave Lake. Owner Willie Driedger presented
plans to town council that showed at least a tripling
of the number of camp stalls, plus a marina. Town
council gave its blessing to the expansion concept,
but the marina would need both provincial and fed-
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July
In the July 4 edition of the Lakeside Leader on
June 27 68-year-old Grant Arthur Sneesby of
Gladstone Manitoba was arrested and charged in
Edmonton in relation to the murder of Gloria
Gladue.
Gladue was reported missing from Wabasca Alta.
on Nov. 17, 2015 and her remains were found in rural
Manitoba on June 17, 2018.
In an other report in the July 4 edition was an attempt to rob the cheque cashing store in the Plaza
2000 building in Slave Lake on June 27.
The robber ended up getting nothing, but instead
shook up the MLA Constituency office assistant.
As part of government efforts to address racism,
Culture and Tourism Minister Ricardo Miranda unveiled details of a new Anti-Racism Community Grant
Program on July 3 at the Slave Lake Native Friendship Centre.
In the July 11 edition of the Leader it was reported
that MLA for Lesser Slave Lake Danielle Larivee proclaimed June to be Filipino Heritage Month in Alberta.
More than just fireworks went off on Canada day as
it was called in shortly before midnight the old Highway Motor Inn was on fire.

August
Slave Lake Minor
Baseball received a generous donation of $10,000
from the Rotary Club of
Slave Lake. The money
was for the purchase
and installment of a digital scoreboard.
Reported in the August 8 edition of the
Leader, Whitecap Chevrolet, Buick, GMC celebrated its 30th anniversary back on July 27.
A new trend had put a
smile on Slave lake residents’ faces this past
summer. The trend was
painted rocks. It was
simple: paint a rock and hide it somewhere
around town and then share photos on social media of rocks you found.
Wounded Warriors Weekend visited Slave Lake
for the second time. For those unfamiliar the
WWW was created to provide a fun, safe and comfortable outing for people who may have been suffering from emotional, psychological and physical
fall-out from military, police or fire service.
The RCMP produced a province-wide crime
map project on August 21. The map was created in
an effort to reduce crime across the province and
bring more information to the public.
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2018
September
The Slave Lake Multi-Rec Centre (MRC) finally got
a illuminated sign on the back side of the building.
The intent of the sign is to make the MRC more recognizable, especially for out-of-towners.
Northern Lights Aquatic Centre held its Third Annual dog swim right before the pool’s regularly scheduled maintenance for the year.
Members of three local families who lost children in
the past year took part in a ceremonial face-off at the
Ice Breakers Hockey Game on Sept 7 in Slave Lake.
Taking the draw for the Edmonton Oilers team was
ex-Oiler Mark Messier and in the line for the Calgary
Flames was Colby Lukan.
Fishermen travelled from all over Canada and
some from the USA to Shaws Point Resort for the 30th
Annual Golden Walleye Classic.
Reports of bears in and around Slave Lake were
rampant in the early weeks of September. Lakeside
Leader Editor Joe McWilliams snuck a ‘beary’ good
photo of a bear eating some berries in a tree.

October
Support staff at Slave Lake’s two Catholic schools
under Livingwaters School Division along-side its
other schools, went, on a three-week-long strike. This
included teachers assistants, library clerks, custodians and maintenance people.
On October 4 the Slave Lake Native Friendship
Centre hosted a walk to support of missing and murdered indigenous women in Canada.
Firefighters from across the country gathered n
Slave Lake for the Canadian Volunteeer Fire Service
Association conference. CVSFA is a national organization whos sole purpose is to represent volunteer responders and volunteer emergency medical personal.
On October 6 someone walking out in the jack pines
area outside of Slave Lake found what RCMP are
calling human remains.
Sgt. Spaans with the Slave Lake detachment said
based on the missing persons reports it was unlikely
to be someone from the Slave Lake area.
Connor Lukan Fitness Park opened at the Slave
Lake Regional Fire Services Hall #1 on Oct. 17. The
park was named in memory of Lukan, after the horrific accident that took the lives of several people, including the young local.

Year in Review
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November
Bird bander for the Lesser Slave Lake Bird Observatory (and bird writer for The Leader) Nicole
Krikun and her Husband Richard Krikun are moving on from Slave Lake, saying goodbye to the Boreal Centre and the Lakeside Leader.
A store in Kinuso was hit by a gang of thieves in
early November. Two males and two females took
around 40 firearms, including various shotguns and
rifles.
Albertan country superstars Gord Bamford and
Brett Kissel both rocked Slave Lake this year with
two sold-out concerts. One was at the Slave Lake
Inn and Conference Centre and the other at the
MRC Fieldhouse.
A family trio of Metis jiggers called The Ivan Flett
Memorial Dancers from Winnipeg Manitoba performed and entertained folks in celebration of Metis
Week.
You may have (or may not have) remembered
seeing purple ribbons hanging from street posts in
November. Those purple ribbons were tied for
Family Violence Awareness Month by Northern
Haven Support Society.

December
Pat Rehn of Slave Lake was the winner of the
United Conservative Party nomination and is now
their candidate for MLA in the Slave Lake area.
Slave Lake’s hospital obtained a new site manager; Keith Carlson. Carlson comes to Slave Lake
after a couple of years in Athabasca where he was
also a health care management role.
The Town of Slave Lake Naming Committee has
been on the active side recently, as it made two recommendations to council for naming town facilities.
One of them that should appear in 2019 will be
Allarie Trails the name given to the paved trail system in town. The trail is named after former mayor
of Slave Lake Gerry Allarie.
Enrollment went up 25 per cent at the Slave Lake
Koinonia Christian School for the 2018 school year.
The Slave Lake Junior Rocks Curling Club had a
record year for enrollment, with 40 kids in the afternoon and 35 kids in the evening.
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Midgets in good shape heading into second half
Joe McWilliams
Lakeside Leader

At nine wins and three
losses, Slave Lake’s
Midget 1 Thunder have
to be feeling pretty good
about their prospects
heading into the 2019
portion of their schedule. At least they know
when they play like they
are capable of, they can
beat just about everybody.
Except
maybe
Barrhead. Those guys
are undefeated and
clearly the class of the
field.
The Midget’s final two
games before Christmas
wound up as a loss and a

win. In Vegreville on
Dec. 21, they were undermanned and possibly
not in the best frame of
mind after enduring a
long bus trip in nasty
weather.
“We were down to two
lines,” says head coach
Richard Chemago. “And
penalties killed our momentum.”
Failing to score on a
five-on-three didn’t help
the momentum either.
Shots were even at 33
apiece. Chase Nehring
was back in the Slave
Lake net after missing a
few games and played
well, Chemago says, but
the Thunder lost 5 – 3.
Goalscorers for Slave

Lake were Jacob Plouffe
with two, and Kyle
Campbell.
Back home on Saturday, the Thunder dominated in every way except on the scoreboard.
They ended up pulling
out a 4 – 3 victory over
Battle River.
“We only made two or
three mistakes and they
scored on two of them,”
says Chemago. “Other
than that, the puck
would have been in their
end the whole night.”
That’s reflected in the
shots on goal, which
were recorded as 48 – 16
in favour of Slave Lake.
The Thunder had a

two-goal lead in the
third, relaxed a bit near
the end and gave up the
third goal to make the
score a lot closer than it
should have been. The
Battle River goalie,
Chemago says, is probably the best he’s seen in
the league this year.
Scoring for Slave Lake
in the game were William Chemago, Jacob
Hartman, Liam Dickson
and
Plouffe.
Brady
Courtorielle got the win
in net.
The Thunder played
on Dec. 30 in Devon (too
late to get in this week’s
paper)
and
host
Barrhead on Jan. 5.

The Midget 2 Thunder
lost 12 – 0 to first-place
Athabasca on Dec. 21.

Bantam

Slave Lake’s Bantam
2 Thunder lost 9 – 2 to
Whitecourt on Dec. 22.
Scoring for the Thunder
were Dru Gladue, from
Quinn Pudlo and Levi
Ridley,
and
Jacob
Laboucan, from Landon
Horsley. Thomas Horsley faced 33 shots in the
Slave Lake net.

Atom

The Atom 1 Thunder
got a pretty good result
when they tied Devon 4 –
4 on Dec. 23. The teams
have similar records,
but Devon dominated

the play, outshooting
Slave Lake 47 – 19. However, Thunder goalie
Jerzie Green kept his
team in it and a third-period outburst earned
them the single point.
Slave
Lake
goalscorers were Kale
Whitney, Adrian Mercer
(2) and Cayden Tanghe.

Novice

Slave Lake Novice 1
Thunder won their final
two games of 2018. On
Nov. 22 they beat
Wabasca 4 - 3. On
Sunday back home they
got the better of
Whitecourt by a 10 – 4
score.
Please see Page 19

Junior high hoops
The junior basketball
teams for the Kinuso
Knights and the Lady
Knights travelled to
Georges P. Vanier in
Donnelly on December
18, to play against their
counterparts, the Vi-

pers.
The
boys’
teams
played first, and the
Knights won the game
by a score of 48-45. The
Vipers won the girls’
game by a score of 44 –
37.

Novice hockey action from Saturday morning, Dec. 22. One of the Slave Lake teams taking on Athabasca,
with Jorgia Green in net for the Thunder.
.
Sierra McGillivary of the Kinuso Lady Knights with
possession of the ball, and Jamie Archbold of the
GPV Vipers in pursuit. Photos courtesy Mac Olsen

Austin McLaughlin has control of the ball as Parker
St. Laurent of the Vipers tries to block him. In the
background are Patrick Pabalan for GPV, and
Hunter Williams for the Knights is behind him. Morgan Saitz is in the middle background.

Slave Lake’s Bantam 1 Thunder hosted Maskwacis on Saturday, Dec. 22, and won fairly easily. The final
score was 13 - 3.
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Midget 1 Thunder 3 –
Vegreville 5
Friday, Dec. 21, 2018
First Period
1. SL, Plouffe 13:22 PP
2. Veg. Baxandall (Hennig,
Ling) 12:22
3. Veg. Nawrot (Twitchell) 7:20
4. SL, Campbell (Dickson,
Hartman) 5:06 PP
Second Period
5. SL, Plouffe 4:25

Hockey
From Page 18

In the game in
Wabasca,
Nolan
Beaupre scored a hat
trick, with Colby Churchill getting the other.
Isaiah Brown got the

Third Period
6. Veg. Pham (Baxandall,
Nawrot) 19:51 PP
7. Veg. Cole (Nawrot) 14:41
8. Veg. Rathburn (Baxandall,
Lazaruk) 7:29
Goalies: SL – Nehring; Veg.
Micklich
Shots on goal: SL – 33; Veg. –
33
Penalty minutes: SL – 24; Veg.
– 16

Midget 1 Thunder 4 –
win in net, stopping 33 of
36 shots.
In the Dec. 23 game,
Beaupre turned it up a
couple of notches, scoring six times! Churchill
scored
three
and
Maddax Laing got the
other one. Brown faced
18 shots in net.

Battle River 3
Saturday, Dec. 22, 2018
First Period
1. SL, Chemago (Wapahoo)
3:11
Second Period
2. BR, Kelndorfer (Fawcett)
9:42
3. BR, Berrecloth (Eddy, MacArthur) 8:19
4. SL, Hartman (Dickson,
Barore) 5:32 PP
Third Period
5. SL, Dickson (Plouffe, Carpenter) 17:33
6. SL, Plouffe 6:31
7. BR, Djos (Kelndorfer) :02 PP
Goalies: SL – Courtorielle; BR –
Bullee
Shots on goal: SL – 48; BR –
16
Penalty minutes: SL – 16; BR 22

Midget 1 Thunder 7 –
Fort McMurray 6
Saturday, Dec. 15, 2018
First Period
1. FM, Cook (Fry) 19:49

2. FM, Cook (Hartigan) 14:15
3. SL, Wapahoo (Chemago)
6:35
Second Period
4. FM, Klapp 11:27
5. SL, Dickson (Mouallem) 9:14
PP
6. SL, Chemago (Plouffe,
Mouallem) 7:45 PP
7. SL, Pearson (Campbell,
Plouffe) 1:46 PP
8. SL, Dickson (Campbell,
Wedmid) :06
Third Period
9. FM, Decker (Klapp) 18:18
10. SL, Chemago (Plouffe)
17:16
11. FM, Arnold (Cook) 13:46
12. SL, Carpenter (Plouffe,
Chemago) 10:50
13. FM, Dupilka (Decker,
Hartigan) :26
Penalty min: SL - 18; FM – 14

Midget 1 Thunder 8 –
Fort McMurray 2
Sunday, Dec. 16, 2018
First Period
1. SL, Chemago (Wapahoo,
Pearson) 14:15

2. SL, Pearson (Carpenter,
Wapahoo) 10:20
3. FM, Beaton-Janvier 9:42
Second Period
4. SL, Dickson (Chemago)
18:47
5. SL, Plouffe 15;17
6. SL, Plouffe (Wedmid) 11:23
7. FM, Cook (Klapp, Fry) 6:35
8. SL, Carpenter (Dickson,
Chemago) 2:04
Third Period
9. SL, Plouffe (Wapahoo,
Chemago) 15:01
10. SL, Plouffe 2:14
Goalies: SL – Courtorielle; FM
– Lush
Shots on goal: SL – 52 – FM –
16
Penalty minutes: SL – 14; FM –
14

Bantam 1 Thunder 6
– New Sarepta 1
Saturday, Dec. 15, 2018
First Period
1. NS, Dewitt (Boutin, Hetman)
16:06
Second Period
2. SL, Churchill 14:41
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3. SL, Courtorielle (Plouffe,
Foster) 5:18
4. SL, Hartman (Foster) :43 PP
5. SL, Hartman (de Champlain)
:01
Third Period
6. SL, Hartman 17:30
7. SL, Foster (Plouffe) 13:25
Goalies: SL – Morissette; NS –
McIntosh
Shots on goal: SL – 45; NS –
20
Penalty min: SL – 2; NS – 16

Bantam 1 Thunder 2
– Leduc 0
Sunday, Dec. 16, 2018
First Period
No scoring
Second Period
1. SL, Hartman (Dumaresque)
3:49 SH
Third Period
2. SL, Churchill (Dumaresque,
Laboucan) 1:49
Goalies: SL – Vyse; Leduc –
Tolsma
Shots on goal: SL – 58; Leduc
– 17
Penalty mi: SL – 4; Leduc – 10

Ask an accountant

T4s and WCB annual returns
Francesca Giroux, CGA
For the Lakeside Leader

2018 T4s, T5s and the applicable summaries
are due to be filed by February 28, 2019. In order
to complete these you will require your payroll
records, T4 Electronic Web Access Code if received, the name, address and social insurance
number of all employees, and a copy of your final
remittance made in January 2019 for December
2018.
Your WCB annual return is also due February
28, 2019. If you wish for your accountant to assist
with this, they will need the annual return, T4s
and T4 summary, an estimate of your payroll
costs for 2019, information on 2018 and 2019 subcontractors without a WCB account of their own,
and your desired personal coverage amount, you
can elect for no coverage, however if you do desire coverage the minimum is $28,400 to a maximum of $98,700. Personal coverage renews automatically every year so if you need to change the
amount of coverage you will have to contact
WCB directly.
If you prepare your payroll with a computer
payroll program or you need to update your
TD1s be sure to update the basic exemption
claims to: Federal $12,069 and Alberta $19,369. In
addition, the new rates and maximums for EI
and CPP are as follows: EI 1.62 per cent and
$860.22, CPP 5.10 per cent and $2,748.90.
If you prepare your records on a computer program you may wish to enable the date protection
feature to sometime late in 2018 to ensure you
don’t inadvertently enter something as January
2018 instead of 2019 and avoid complications at
your next year end.
Just as a reminder, you can still contribute to
an RRSP up to March 1, 2019 for deduction on
your 2018 Personal Income Tax Return. To determine how much RRSP contribution room you
have, check your 2018 Notice of Assessment. As
well if you haven’t yet contributed this calendar
year, you can now put an additional $6,000 into
your TFSA Tax Free Savings Account.
Please
e-mail
your
questions
to
frankie@nashgirouxllp.ca
Information provided is of a general nature.
As each individual or company’s situation is
unique, you may wish to consult with your CPA
for information specific to your own needs.

Across
1. Letters on a menu
4. Smart phone add-on
7. ‘Swinging London’ fashion
term
10. Bird that’s also a verb
11. French word favoured by
Miss Piggy
12. Arkin or Larsson
14. Laszlo ___, inventor of the
ballpoint pen
15. Liveliness
18. She ‘works the diner all
day,’ per Bon Jovi
17. Hike units

Down
1. Limey alternative
2. Cultural stories
3. __ ___ process, as in some
epoxies
4. Item lugged by a roadie
5. It likely has rhymes
6. Items many Albertans hope
for good news on in 2019
7. Word with wand or beans
8. Having to do with the boss
God of the Norse
9. Carvey of comedy

19. Exam performed by a GP
21. Dada-ist Jean
23. Rapper Tone
24. Expressing vigorous
support for one’s country
28. Corporate money
manager, for short
31. Touched down
32. First name in early horror
roles
33. Backbone extension
34. Item hanging from a rim
35. Feeling of being cut off
37. Antelope not noted for its
beauty
38. Droop
39. Steep discount

43. Stared at all agog
47. Handy cookie (to
crossword makers)
48. Under the weather
50. Run like a wolf
51. No ordinary jump
52. Laundry detergent brand
(that may or may not still
be around)
53. Word in some golf
tournaments
54. ‘We __ not amused’
55. Strong beer of East Anglia,
or half a Christmas
beverage
56. Aitch neighbour

10. Airer of ‘Survivor’
13. ‘Bad’ in Bordeaux
18. Title with Aurobindo or
Ramakrishna
20. Holiday or Watson
22. Eco-contamination
24. Pipe player of myth
25. Certain brew
26. Chickadee is one
27. ‘You’ to Yvonne
28. Bob or hep
29. ‘__ on them!’
30. Getting up there
33. Language in many a
fast-food restaurant

35. Actress de Armas, of
Blade Runner 2019
36. Pester
37. Reach blindly
39. South __ - saddle on
Everest
40. It’s a component of urine
41. Lacrimal gland secretion
42. Falsetto-voiced Muppet
44. Francis, of the Vatican
45. Foil counterpart
46. A bear should be in one,
these days
49. A tree that falls in the
forest?
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Spreading
joy, one
ticket at a
time!
ARIES - Mar 21/Apr 20
Aries, even though you are not
prone to worrying, this week some
things have you feeling a bit on edge.
Concentrate on what you have going
right instead of what can go wrong.
TAURUS - Apr 21/May 21
Taurus, couch your ego for a little
while and let a loved one get his or
her way. Concede control in this and
you’ll find it benefits you in many different ways.
GEMINI - May 22/Jun 21
This is a time for working smart
and hard, Gemini. Your hard work
will come to fruition and get you
where you need to be quickly. Ask
for help if the going gets too tough.
CANCER - Jun 22/Jul 22
Cancer, expect to reconnect with
a long-lost activity or hobby you
used to love. Find things that give
you pleasure and enjoy some time
focusing on fun.
LEO - Jul 23/Aug 23
Retreating to the privacy and coziness of home may be tempting, Leo.
However, you may have to step up
and play leader or host or hostess in
the days ahead.
VIRGO - Aug 24/Sept 22
Virgo, even though you may not be
a full-fledged clairvoyant, you certainly can tap into people’s thoughts
to give them a start. You may need
to buffer some insights.
LIBRA - Sept 23/Oct 23
You have a renewed determination to improve your finances right
now, Libra. Use any extra money you
receive to invest in a portfolio that
can keep you earning.
SCORPIO - Oct 24/Nov 22
Trust the process of working
through your feelings this week,
Scorpio. Many things have been going on and you need to absorb and
file things away in your mind.
SAGITTARIUS - Nov 23/Dec 21
You may have more on your mind
than you are willing to admit, Sagittarius. But showing vulnerability
may make you seem more approachable to others.
CAPRICORN - Dec 22/Jan 20
Capricorn, be a true friend to
someone who can use a little extra
love and support. Whether you lend
a helping hand or just sit and listen,
your efforts will be appreciated.
AQUARIUS - Jan 21/Feb 18
Aquarius, you need to push past
fear and pursue your desires. Only
then can you get ahead at work or in
other areas of your life. Stop making
excuses and be courageous.
PISCES - Feb 19/Mar 20
Pisces, if you are in a relationship,
use this week to untangle some
knots. These can be differences of
opinion or financial concerns.

Toys for Tickets is a
way for someone who
has been given a parking ticket to buy a new
gift for half of the
amount on the ticket.
The toys are collected
and given to children
who otherwise might
not receive any toys
for Christmas. Slave
Lake Peace The program isn’t new to
Slave Lake; for the
past few years, Peace
Officers have been doing Toys for Tickets
with a very good response. This year’s total was $516.60 worth
of toys. Pictured is PO
Shawn Cordeiro.
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RCMP says it is prepared for new breath test rules; are you?
Leader staff

On December 18, federal Bill C-46 came into
effect. It deals largely
with impaired driving-related
offences.
The new law had only
been in effect for a few
hours when it was applied in Slave Lake.
According to Town of

Slave Lake Peace Officer Mark Becker, a town
PO stopped somebody
in town who was going
44 kilometres over the
speed limit. RCMP also
attended,
and
sure
enough, the person was
found to be over the
limit. Not only that,
there was an open bottle

of rum handy to the
driver.
Bill C-46 includes new
criminal impaired driving offences for drivers
under the influence of alcohol, drugs or a combination of both. It authorizes the use of oral testing for drugs and specifies specific blood con-

centration limits.
Bill C-46 authorizes
police to conduct Mandatory Alcohol Screening (MAS). Previously,
officers would require
reasonable
suspicion
that a driver had alcohol
in their system. This
threshold is no longer
required. Officers can

Slave Lake’s Royal Purple presented donations in December to several local organizations. One of them was for $500 to the Slave Lake Native Friendship Centre, to help with the Mat Program. Pictured left to right are Annellen Eiserman,
Barb Courtorielle and Marlene Gamble.

now obtain breath samples from every driver
who is lawfully stopped
so long as they have the
screening device on
hand. So, every driver
who is lawfully stopped
will be asked to provide
a breath sample.
“Locally, we are prepared for this change

with the exception of
oral drug testing (that is
still being researched at
the National level),”
says Slave Lake RCMP
Staff Sgt. John Spaans.
“All of our members are
trained on the roadside
screening device and
each member will have
the equipment on hand.”

St. Mary of the Lake School Principal Dan Gillmor accepts a $1,000 donation from Marlene Gamble of the Royal Purple. The money is earmarked
for the school’s reading program.
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INTERESTED IN the
Community Newspaper
business?
Alberta's
weekly newspapers are
looking for people like
you. Post your resume
online. FREE. Visit:
www.awna.com/resumes_add.php.
MEDICAL
TRANSCRIPTION!
In-demand career! Employers have work-at-home
positions available. Get
online training you need
from
an
employer-trusted program.
Visit: CareerStep.ca/MT
or 1-855-768-3362 to start
training for your
work-at-home
career
today!

CRIMINAL
RECORD? Why suffer employment/licensing
loss? Travel/business
opportunities? Be em-

barrassed? Think: Criminal Pardon. US entry
waiver. Record purge.
File destruction. Free
consultation
1-800-347-2540;
www.accesslegalmjf.co
m.

HEATED CANOLA
buying Green, Heated or
Springthrashed Canola.
Buying: oats,
barley,
wheat & peas for feed.
Buying damaged or
offgrade grain. "On
Farm Pickup" Westcan
Feed
&
Grain,
1-877-250-5252.

BLANKET
THE
PROVINCE with a classified ad. Only $269
(based on 25 words or
less). Reach over 105
weekly newspapers. Call
NOW
for
details
1-800-282-6903 ext 228;
www.awna.com.

AL-ANON - is someone else’s drinking affecting your life? If so,
help
is
available.
Al-Anon meets each
Monday, at 7:30 p.m. at
the Nazarene Church,
High Prairie. Phone
(780) 536-4626 for more
information.
.....................................
ALCOHOLICS
ANONYMOUS - Mondays and Fridays, 7:30
p.m. Church of the

Nazarene, on the corner
of 49 St. and 59 Ave. High
Prairie.
Phone
780-523-9284.
....................................
ALCOHOLICS
ANONYMOUS - Thursday Works in Progress
group meets 8:00 p.m. at
the Anglican Church in
High Prairie. Call Stan
780-523-1431.

Houses and suites for
rent in High Prairie, no

pets. Please text ONLY
780-843-5621.
.......................................
HOUSE, Apartment and
Suite rentals in High
Prairie. Please call between 8 a.m. - 6 p.m.
Phone (780) 523-2739.
.....................................
GREEN Acres Apartments 1-2 BEDROOM
FOR RENT. References
& damage required.
Phone 523-4215 for more
info. ....................................
Renovated apartment.
Bachelor, 1 bedroom

and 2 bedroom. Includes
heat, water and sewer.
Available immediately.
High
Prairie
780-523-9970.
.....................................
For Rent: Bachelor
suite in Enilda (5 minutes South of High Prairie). $600/month. Utilities
included.
Call:
780-776-2401.

HOUSE FOR SALE or
rent in Donnelly. Call for
details,
Rene
at

780-837-5647

1-888-483-8789.

HEATED CANOLA buying feed grains and
damaged grains of all
kinds, Spring thrashed,
heated, bugs, etc. On
farm pick up. Westcan
Feed
and
Grain.
1-877-250-5252.
.....................................
Wanted: Canola, peas,
wheat, barley, oats; dry,
wet,
or
heated.
AlbertaFeedGrain. com

Semi loads of firewood
and split firewood for
sale. Ready to burn.
Birch, pine, spruce and
poplar. By the cord or by
the semi loads. Phone
780-849-3963 or call or
text 780-849-1168 or
Email red_baron_firewood@hotmail.com.
Birch $1,800 in the High
Prairie area for truck
load.

Slave Lake Lakeside Leader, Wednesday, January 2, 2019

27

Christmas Bird Count: bad day for weather, good day for birds
Patti Campsall
For the Lakeside Leader

After heading out on a
cold and windy Sunday
to record the wintering
birds in the Slave Lake
Area, we didn’t hold out
much hope of finding
many birds for our
Christmas Bird Count
this year. But thanks to
one of the best turnouts
ever for participants, we
recorded 2,078 birds
from 26 different species! Very close to our
highest year back in
2015, with 2,130 birds recorded from 27 species.

Once again, top species for the Slave Lake
area was the common
raven (867) thanks to the
required stop at the regional landfill. If you are
ever wondering why our
raven count is so high,
over 80 per cent of them
were spotted in that
area. Our birders have
been taking advantage
of digital photography to
estimate total numbers
of birds within these
large flocks discovered
in some spots. Other
top-five
species
included pine grosbeak,

bohemian
waxwing,
common redpoll and of
course
black-capped
chickadee.
The common theme
from all the groups is
that they had a great
time
despite
the
weather, and every
group had some highlight birds for the day.
Some of those highlights
included a great gray
owl (only the fourth time
spotted on a count),
white-winged
crossbills,
pileated
woodpecker,
sharp
tailed grouse, dark-eyed

Participants in the annual Slave Lake Christmas Bird Count.

Metis Settlements celebrate 80th
Chris Clegg
For the Lakeside Leader

The culture, contributions and constitutional
firsts of the Metis people
were recognized as Alberta’s eight Metis Settlements marked their
80th anniversary Dec. 3
at a ceremony in
Edmonton.
Alberta
Indigenous
Relations
Minister
Richard Feehan and
Gerald
Cunningham,
president of the Metis
Settlements
General
Council, joined leaders
of the eight Settlements
to celebrate the milestone. Three of the eight
Settlements are in the
Lesser Slave Lake area.
The ceremony was
held to honour Alberta’s
commitment to a renewed relationship with
Indigenous communities, and to mark eight
decades of history.
“This is a significant
milestone,” said Feehan
in his remarks, “and a
testament to the important role Metis Settlements have in the success of our province.”
The Settlements were
created through the Metis Population Betterment Act of 1938. Al-

berta remains the only
province in Canada with
a dedicated Metis land
base and government
structure that is entrenched in provincial
legislation.
In his speech at the
ceremony, Cunningham
spoke of the vision of
early Metis leaders
Louis Riel and Gabriel
Dumont; he said the
current leadership follows that vision of “a
Metis land governed by
Metis people, and respected
as
distinct…from other Indigenous communities.”
Recognized at the ceremony were five men
dubbed ‘The Big Five,’
who created the foundation for a Metis homeland in 1938 – Joe Dion,
Peter
Tompkins,
Malcolm Norris, Jim
Brady
and
Felix
Callihoo. The vision of
these pioneers was continued by the Alberta
Federation of Metis Settlements, formed in 1975
by a group called ‘The
Fathers of Federation’ –
Adrian Hope, Maurice
L’Hirondelle, Lawrence
Desjarlais,
Sam
Johnston and Richard
Poitras.
According to the news

release on the anniversary celebration, the
federation created a relationship between Alberta and Metis that resulted in legislation proclaiming the right to
self-government for the
Settlements.
There are over 114,000
Metis people living in Alberta, the largest such
population in Canada,
says the release. Work
continues, with the government and settlements collaborating on
programs to improve
things in those communities; listed in the release are such items as
climate leadership program, aimed at creating
jobs and reducing energy costs.
In 1990, legislation established constitutional
protection for 1.25 million acres of settlement
lands, the development
of local government
structures and provincial financial commitments. The three Metis
Settlements in this area
are East Prairie (southeast of High Prairie),
and Peavine and Gift
Lake (both north of High
Prairie. Each is run by a
five-person
elected
council.

junco,
and
golden-crowned kinglets. Unfortunately, the
tundra swan that had
been hanging out at the
river mouth didn’t make
an
appearance
on
Sunday, but one brave
common goldeneye was
spotted there among the
whitecaps. We didn’t see
any bald eagles this
year; however we did record two northern hawk
owls, which are always a
highlight.
Thank you to all the
participants and especially to the new people

who joined us this year
for all your help with this
important citizen science program. For over
100 years, the Audubon
society has been using

the data from Christmas
Bird Counts to provide
information on the status and health of wintering bird populations
across North America.
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Late-season flurry fills Friendship Centre donation requirements
There was a lot going
on at the Slave Lake Native Friendship Centre
in the week before
Christmas. We were

only able to capture a
small sample of it, which
we present here, photographically.

The Town of Slave Lake Peace Officers got into the
act, delivering food hampers for the Friendship
Centre.

Lakeside Nursery School teamed up with the Slave
Lake Native Friendship Centre to ensure that every
Christmas hamper received a bundle of fresh farm
vegetables this Christmas. Through donations
from community members, they had 164 bundles of
potatoes, onions and carrots. Lakeside Nursery
board members then stepped up and donated the
remaining bundles. A total of 190 bundles of vegetables were being donated to the SLNFC on Dec.
19. Pictured are Randah Mouallem, representing
Lakeside Nursery School, and Barb Courtorielle of
the Friendship Centre.

Santa Claus showed up at the Friendship Centre on
Dec. 18 with a couple of helpers from the pulp mill
with a donation of toys for Santas Anonymous. Pictured with Friendship Centre staff members are
Kate Kent and Haley Forseth of the pulp mill’s rec
club.

Also helping out with the delivery of food hampers
for the Friendship Centre was Slave Lake EMS
staff, using some of their amublances.

The impressive collection of non-perishable food
items for the Slave Lake Food Bank at the E.G.
Wahlstrom Winter Wonderland.

Roland Michener School teamed up with CJ
Schurter School again this past holiday season to
help out the food bank at the Friendship Centre by
filling a bus with donations.

