Soccer begins!

More photos on Page 15

M.D. customers out of luck in town waterline upgrade
Joe McWilliams
Lakeside Leader

A worn-out waterline
in the north end of Slave
Lake will be replaced
this year, but only partly.
After the M.D. of Lesser
Slave River council
turned down a request
from the town to fund a
major part of it, town
council decided to abandon that section.
Last week town council got the details from
town project manager
Doug Baird: the waterline serving town and
M.D. customers along
the north end of Main St.
is falling apart and
needs to be replaced.
Under the circumstances (M.D. not paying its share), the recommendation to town
council was different

than it would have been.
The upshot: the town
abandons responsibility
for the old (almost 60
years) line north of Tamarack Rd. There are
three town customers
on that stretch; the new
plan is to serve them
from a new line that will
run along Tamarack Rd.
There are more M.D.
customers that are being ill-served by the corroded old 4” Main St. line
than town ones; what
happens to them now
appears to be an M.D.
problem.
The reasoning behind
M.D. council’s decision
not to contribute to the
upgrade
(beyond
$20,000) was not discussed in an open session of council on May
10. Likely it had a lot to
do with the budget for

2017 having already
been fixed, and money
being tight. The letter
from the M.D. informing
the town of M.D. council’s
decision
said:
“Council is interested in
moving a line to northern areas of the M.D. in
the neighbourhood at a
time when there is a return on investment from
development to warrant
the capital expenditure
sought.”
Baird made it clear in
his report to town council last week that the
preferred
approach
would be to put in a new
pipe all the way up Main
St. to the river. The existing 4” line, he said, is
well past its due date.
Due to corrosion it has
to be flushed every couple of weeks.
Please see Page 2
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Town of Slave Lake

Council notebook
May 16 2017 meeting
Joe McWilliams
Lakeside Leader

Issues with sump discharge
beign addressed
Town council heard that action is being taken
in cases where residents are draining their
sumps over town sidewalks. Apparently this is
not the approved method.
“Enforcement is underway,” said the CAO’s
report for council. What it didn’t say was what
people are expected to do with the water produced by their sump pumps. However, acting
CAO Laurie Skrynyk provided some clarification
in a subsequent email to The Leader. She said
there have been many complaints about wet, or
slimy, or icy sidewalks, due to the practice of
some residents directing all the water from their
sumps across the sidewalks into the gutter. The
expectation of the town, she said, is that a reasonable attempt will be made to allow the yard to
absorb the discharge. It appears, she said, that
in some cases there is more water than a yard
can absorb. But the effort should at least be
made.

Slave Lake visitor info centre re-opens
Joe McWilliams
Lakeside Leader

Calling the Lesser
Slave Lake area Alberta’s “best-kept secret,” Town of Slave
Lake
Mayor
Tyler
Warman welcomed visitors to the Slave Lake
Visitor Information Centre’s grand re-opening
on May 17. Warman –
who also chairs the regional economic development group – talked

about the importance of
tourism as part of the
economic development
picture for the future.
“We want people to
come,” he said. “We’re
working hard on it.”
A lot of the work so far
has gone into setting up
(or ‘re’-setting up) the
gift shop at the VIC.
That’s
been
a
two-or-three-month project coordinated by Ellen Criss. She told visitors at the event last

week there are 33 regional artisans represented on the shelves of
the VIC – everything
from honey to jewelry to
carvings to postcards.
More will be coming, she
said.
“It’s a work in progress.”
In the middle of a
lunch catered by Boston
Pizza, in walked two actual visitors off the highway, a man and a
woman.

“We’re from Yellowknife,” said the man.
“We’re architects. We
just designed a visitor
centre for Rankin Inlet.”
They left with brochures
and slices of pizza.
Partners in the regional ec/dev group are
the town, M.D. of Lesser
Slave River and the
Sawridge First Nation.
M.D. reeve Murray
Kerik also said a few
words:
Please see Page 3

Fringe benefits of TV series
filming
Sharone Ostrovsky of Hillside Media briefed
council on her company’s project of filming local
firefighters in action for a TV series. She also
presented the first of five videos Hillside is producing for tourism promotion purposes – a sort
of fringe benefit agreed upon in the negotiations
through which Hillside was granted permission
to ride along with the fire service for a couple of
months.
Ostrovsky explained that lots of ‘filler’ type of
footage was being gathered by her crews as a
matter of course, so it would be easy enough to
compile some of it into short pieces showcasing
the community and region. She had an example
– mostly nature shots from around the area. She
asked council what they’d like to see in subsequent videos.
More people, was one thing. Pictures of the
downtown area. Events, activities, amenities, facilities.
Pizza places and breweries, suggested councillor Darin Busk.
No problem, said Ostrovsky. We’ll get right on
it.
More notes on Page 3

Slave Lake mayor Tyler Warman welcomes guests to the Visitor Information Centre on May 17.

Waterline
From Page 1

Breaks are common
and costly and the line’s
capacity is reduced and
not close to adequate for
fire hydrant supply.
There are two hydrants
on it, he said, but they offer “false security.” The
line should have been
replaced years ago, he
said.
“The fire department
knows they have to

bring their own water
with them because
they’re not going get it
out of the hydrants.”
The town had proposed a 50-50 split in the
cost of the middle section of the project
(which has five M.D.
customers and three
town customers) and
that the M.D. cover 100
per cent of the cost
north of the town/M.D.
boundary. All told, that
would have been about a
$600,000 bill for the M.D.

With that off the table,
the town will go to tender on the other sections of waterline installation. These are the
ones from 10th St. (the
ATCO corner) to Tamarack Rd, and from that
intersection along Tamarack Rd. as far as 8th St.
NE.
Council passed a motion to go ahead with engineering and tendering
on that basis. Included
in the motion was the direction to investigate

“alternate solutions,” to
connect town customers
north of Tamarack Rd.
on Main St. Added to the
motion by way of an
amendment was the direction to inform by letter the M.D. and M.D.
water customers in the
affected area that “the
town may be abandoning the line north of
Tamarack Rd.”
Baird estimated a
month before construction begins, and for it to
last about six weeks.
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VIC
From Page 2

“The lake,” he said.
“Nobody knows it’s
here. The river over
here (Lesser Slave) –
it’s one of the nicest canoeing rivers in the
province. Fawcett Lake,
Cross Lake – we need to
get people know it’s
there. We encourage
our partners to get more
things for people to do.”
Running the new tourism venture for the
Tri-Council is regional
economic development
officer Darcie Acton.
“The VIC is HQ for
tourism development,”
she said, and introduced
the new staff members
who will be helping to
make that development
happen. Tri-Council’s
ec/dev assistant is Marie-Lynn Starnes. Work-

ing for the season as
travel counsellors are
Chelane Lukan and
Mikaela Michaud. A bit
of quizzing of the latter
two on local attractions
and history showed
them to be reasonably
familiar with amenities
and even a bit of history.
“This is just a start!”
said Warman, wrapping
up the formal part of the
program. He said the
group hopes to make the
VIC into something as a
destination in itself, with
interesting displays and
a trail loop (currently
under construction). He
mentioned that the idea
of having an old airplane
as part of the display has
been discussed.
The VIC is open
Sunday to Thursday 8:30
a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Friday
and Saturday hours are
8:30 a.m. to 8:30 p.m.

Town of Slave Lake

Council notebook
May 16 2017 meeting
Joe McWilliams
Lakeside Leader

Sidewalk work
The town is developing a plan for sidewalk improvements this year. It is seeking ‘expressions
of interest’ from local contractors. The places
identified for repair have not been identified.

Software and hardware
Upon hearing about improvements to software
used in the town’s accounting processes, as well
as hardware upgrades and ‘back-up infrastructure,’ Councillor Phil Lokken asked if the town
had been affected by the recent worldwide computer ‘hacks.’
“No,” said finance director Roland Schmidt.
“Not yet. The IT people are working on it, doing
due diligence.”

‘Heated debate’
Standing in for mayor Warman on physician
tour duty was councillor Lokken. He reported
that he’d shown a couple of visiting doctors
around the community. One is from Edmonton
and is looking for a community in northern Alberta in which to practice. It’s apparently down
to Slave Lake vs. St. Paul. The other visitor is doing a six-month ‘locum,’ in the community.
Lokken said the pair was “favourably
impressed.”
Warman, picking up the stick, said a recent
waste management commission meeting was
very interesting, when it came to a discussion on
the requisition split between the town and the
M.D.
“Quite the heated debate,” he said, not offering
further details.
However, Warman said “in the end we came
up with something beneficial to both parties.”

Projects
The update for council included the following
items:
Work on the MRC dehumidifiers and air conditioning has been awarded and should start next
month.
Sewage lift station E has been further delayed.
Completion now expected in mid-June.
On the MRC refrigeration project, fireproofing
of the compressor room is complete and new
equipment is expected to arrive this month for
installation in June.
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The demon
screen time
The first step in overcoming an addiction, say
the experts, is to admit that you have one.
Judging by how many people can’t seem to resist their cell phones while driving, eating supper, working (or whatever), they are addicted
and not admitting it.
One definition of insanity (say other experts)
is to keep doing something even when you know
it is harmful. Addiction to anything is harmful.
That includes things you can’t live without,
such as food or human contact. Too much food
can kill you, at worst. At best it will make you an
unpleasant person to be around. Cell phone addiction falls into the human contact category.
Apparently it can’t be resisted. The thrill of
‘putting things out there’ and getting ‘instant
feedback’ on them is too compelling. This is
kind of pathetic, but also (obviously) a lot of fun.
And maybe more than fun. Maybe a necessity
for many people. It makes you wonder how in
the world humankind managed all those millennia before the Interweb showed up to make our
lives tolerable.
It’s worth noting that the powers that be (gigantic corporations in other words) want us to
behave exactly like we are behaving. They do
not want us to ever be out of touch. They want
our devices on at all times and they want us
paying attention to them at all times. That’s
their agenda. They have their reasons – one being that expensive advertisers want to know
their ads are being seen. We’re being led by the
nose, like sleep-walkers or like sheep, into a
lifestyle that demands we be exposed to promotional B.S. all the time. Why? So whoever it is
can separate us from more of our money. How
does it feel to be a pawn of corporate interests?
This was always the case, of course. The
world, after all, is one big marketplace. Half the
people in it are trying to sell something to the
other half. That’s just life. However, it is getting
much harder to steer clear of it if that is what
you want to do. If you don’t? Hey, no problem!
Screeeech! Oops! Sorry, I didn’t see you. I was
looking at my cell phone!
An expert on ‘screen-time’ strategies was on
the radio the other day. He’s written a book
about how all this has changed human behaviour, to the detriment of mental and physical
health. Know what’s going on, he says. Pick
your ‘screen-free’ times and put your phone in a
drawer, nowhere near where you are. Don’t
rely on ‘willpower’ to help you ignore its vibrations. He’s done studies. People who can carve
out time free from cell phone tyranny tend to
sleep better, have better relationships with the
people right in front of them and feel better
about themselves. They also tend to get in
fewer distracted driving crashes (he didn’t say,
but we will).
Does it do any good to talk about this stuff?
Maybe. Sometimes you don’t realize you are being manipulated until somebody points it out.
And what do you know, Mr. Burgar, in the
other opinion column on this page, provides an
excellent example of what we have been ranting about in this one. ‘They’ are definitely out
there, and trying to get their hooks deeper into
our wallets.

Big Data, always prowling
Jeff Burgar
South Peace News

Most people heading for a fill
of gasoline head to their usual
pump station. We are all resigned to the inevitable fact we
are going to be hosed without
mercy.
Pump prices in Edmonton last
week were 90.9 cents per litre.
Grande Prairie, Falher, Peace
River, High Prairie and Slave
Lake were all ridiculously
higher, in no order, from 105.9 to
112.9. Guess what, my friends?
It’s the same everywhere.
According to a report in The
Economist magazine, an island
off the coast of Massachusetts,
Martha’s Vineyard, a while back
brought a price-fixing lawsuit
against four of the island’s gas
stations. Prices on the island
were always much higher than
nearby Cape Cod.
The suit failed.
The judge said he could find no
evidence of price fixing, where
the gas companies met to agree
on what high prices for maximum profit they would all
charge.
But he did admit the station
operators did look up and down
the street, call head office, and

adjust their prices above, lower,
or the same as what somebody
else was doing. In other words,
this “tacit collusion” allowed
them to adjust their prices to
what they figured the market
would bear.
Again, maximum profit. You
don’t like it? Buy some shares in
the companies.
The Economist article talks
about how consumers could fight
back. Perhaps a Smartphone app
that would track prices and direct buyers to the cheapest
pump. Call it Gas Buddy Deluxe.
But that idea backfired in
three different situations. What
actually happened was prices
went up as the petroleum companies used the same app to
match prices. It was faster and
easier than driving down the

road to see what the competition
was doing.
More counter ideas are mentioned in the article. Some seem
to be great ideas for an episode
or two of the TV comedy, Big
Bang Theory. Nerds Sheldon
and Leonard design an app that
checks out the prices of pizza
and Thai food joints. It matches
up best deals with how long they
have to drive, delivery charges,
preferred vendor, and any other
variables.
Wow, what an idea! The app is
put into action, and supper is ordered. As they are munching
down on their not so well-liked
dinner from their not so favourite restaurant, but bought because it was cheapest, Penny
shows up with a truckload of the
food they love best. And it was a
quarter the price Sheldon and
Leonard paid! How come?
The food joints had their own
app. Among other things, it was
programmed to know when buyers like Sheldon and Leonard
were likely shopping and knew
what would close a deal with
them. Then it adjusted prices on
the fly to take the most money
possible from them.
The war is coming!
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Mayor’s corner

Lobbying both sides on the beach
Tyler Warman
Mayor of Slave Lake

I have been searching for
help on some blog topics recently, so I reached out to social
media for some ideas.
One topic that seems to come
up a lot, and was also talked
about a lot during the last
by-election was the condition of
the beach. This topic always
seems to get people fired up
(myself included), so here is
some information that I found
out.
First thing I did was reach
out to Alberta Parks for some
help, as I don’t have a great
source of any information on
this topic. So the information
I’m going to share is directly
from Alberta Parks.
As many of you know the
beach resides in a provincial
park, which is located in the
MD. Obviously these two things
greatly limit how much control
the Town of Slave Lake actually
has over the park. Having
grown up here, I do remember
doing community clean-ups
along the beach. Whether the
clean-up was organized or we
simply did it ourselves, I cannot
be 100 per cent certain.
What I am certain of is at
some point it stopped.
In 2003 the Province began
committing to beach clean-up,
and at that time they cleaned
two sections; 350m along the
south portion by the main parking (now RV camping) and 50 m
at the handicap viewing area.
Now I will say the Parks staff
“cleans” the beach on a regular
basis. They only groom the
beach though every few years.
This grooming would consist of
using machinery to harrow and
clear some of the undergrowth.
They typically wait for this un-

dergrowth to come up again before doing this intense clean
and is why its not done every
year. I am told though they are
doing this process this year.
After much lobbying from
town council over the years, in
2013 (This is the date I was provided with but I actually think it

Council will to continue
to advocate for both
sides of the argument by
seeking to promote the
region and increase
tourism while making
sure we protect the
environment.
was earlier) council did get approval for a water license application to clear another 400m of
beach. The decision at that time
was to add 50m to the 350m they
were cleaning on the south portion and another 350m to the
handicap viewing area. As such
we now have two 400m sections
being groomed.
Part of the condition of that
water license is that Parks had
to commit to monitoring. They
have three sections along the
beach they monitor annually to
see what affect this additional
grooming has on the fish populations, vegetation, erosion, etc.
on the shoreline. This application expires in April of 2018 at
which point we hope to have it
renewed to be able to continue
to groom sections of the beach.
One of the other obstacles we
face when it comes to tourism is
that the signs finding these
“groomed” sections of beach
are few and far between. This
can often leave visitors and residents feeling cheated and wondering if they are in the right
place. Fortunately, after several

years of lobbying, the Province
has agreed to spend some
money and add some substantial signage this year. This includes when you first enter the
beach road on both ends, and
along the beach road itself.
It is our hope finding these
groomed sections, or the beach,
will be easier. I will also add
that the Province has been
quite receptive to adding some
amenities in the area.The walking trails have always been a
great asset. Last year they
added an area specific for dogs
south of the stairs at the main
parking. They have also added
some RV sites and a wood
structure at the parking area.
There is always a balance
that needs to be found between
adding amenities for us to enjoy
and messing with mother nature and throwing things out of
balance. I know that everyone
has a different point of view on
where that line is.
We all have a list of ideas of
what the beach needs more of,
whether it is; miles of groomed
beaches, a restaurant, maybe
some stores, and even housing.
All of these would attract more
people to the area.
Others would say our decisions are having negative consequences on the environment
and that we have already gone
too far. I am not smart enough
to know which side is right. Like
most things, somewhere in between the two camps is the
right answer.
What is known for sure,
council will to continue to advocate for both sides of the argument by seeking to promote the
region and increase tourism
while making sure we protect
the environment so there is
something left for future generations to enjoy.

Melanoma usually starts on the skin
Sarah Cole
Alberta Health Services

The skin is the body’s largest
organ. It covers your entire
body and protects it from injury,
infection and UV rays from the
sun. Skin also helps control
your body temperature and gets
rid of waste through sweat.
Melanoma usually starts on
the skin and it is malignant,
meaning it can spread. When
these cells change and become
abnormal, they can cause
pre-cancerous conditions. According to the World Health Organization, the global incidence
of melanoma continues to increase. But there are a few
things you can do to protect
your skin.
Always practice sun safety

habits including using shaded
areas between 11:00 a.m. and
3:00 p.m. when UV radiation is
highest. Wear sun protective
clothing that covers as much of
your body as possible and a
wide brimmed hat that provides
shade for your face, neck and
ears.
Choose UVA/UVB
wrap-around sunglasses and
apply SPF 30+ broad spectrum,
water-resistant sunscreen on
clean, dry skin at least 15 minutes before going out into the
sun. Reapply every two hours
when outside.
Avoid indoor tanning equipment such as tanning beds or
stand-up tanning. Tanning indoors increases one’s risk for
developing melanoma and

other forms of skin cancer by 75
per cent.
According to the Melanoma
Network of Canada, the number
one preventable risk factor for
the most common form of melanoma is overexposure to ultraviolet radiation. Overexposure
to the sun and other sources of
ultraviolet radiation are known
to cause harm to the skin, eyes
and the immune system.
For more information about
melanoma and cancer prevention, visit
AlbertaPreventsCancer.ca. Details on a variety of other health
related topics can be found at
ahs.ca and myhealth.alberta.ca. Guidance and health
advice are also available 24/7 by
calling Health Link at 811.

Take me to church Part 3

Pastor Tracy Ottenbreit
Slave Lake Alliance Church

In the last two articles, I made the case that
church attendance provides both character education and it keeps us aligned with reality. Another bonus of church attendance is relationships.
I have listened to many people bemoan there
is no place to meet “nice” people and they balk
at going to bars to meet others. While I believe
there are very nice people at bars, I understand
the desire to expand their social network beyond the local alco-halls.
Relationships are getting harder, it seems. I
have witnessed the breakup of many marriages
– people that I deeply care about – all because
the relationship was too sick to continue. Even
though we can communicate with one another
through a few clicks on our phones, it doesn’t
seem to translate into tighter friendships. Many
of us are deeply and desperately lonely.
Not that long ago, I worked with a couple who
was having problems. It was the usual array of
fighting about housework and childcare and
bill-paying, but then I met with them separately.
Within a few very pointed questions it became
clear that what they both wanted was to be
loved. They wanted to be affirmed, acknowledged, treasured. Isn’t this what we all want?
This is one of the reasons I have grown to
love the church. This is a group of people who
are taught that you have immense value before
you do or say anything. You are treasured. The
church is also a group of people who will admit
they are not perfect, that they are flawed. In
fact, the only way to join the Church is to admit
your flaws and failures (a.k.a. sin) to God and
others. Perfect people are not allowed.
The result is the potential for lasting, deep,
enriching, invigorating friendships that can
withstand the test of time. This is one of the
reasons that Bible refers to the church as family. These connections have a positive effect
even on our health. Did you know that according to Dr. Harold G. Koenig, a psychiatrist who
directs Duke University’s Center for the Study
of Religion/Spirituality and Health, that churchgoers have a 25 per cent reduction in mortality,
stronger marriages and families, healthier lifestyles, cope better with stress, and have less depression?
Many people, though, have walked away from
church for many reasons. Author Joshua Harris
has this to say, “Going away is easy. Do you
want to know what’s harder? Do you want to
know what takes more courage and what will
make you grow faster than anything else? Join
a local church and lay down your selfish desires
by considering others more important than
yourself. Humble yourself and acknowledge
that you need other Christians. Invite them into
your life. Stop complaining about what’s wrong
with the church, and become part of a solution.”
Relationships take hard work, but a church
provides both the commitment to and the
teaching about strong relationships that are
honest, real, giving, and loving. Some may belong to circles of friends where there are unwritten or unspoken words of commitment, but
the church is up front about our need for relationship.
Jesus takes the call to relationship one step
further than most of us might want to go. He
said, “I am giving you a new commandment:
Love each other. Just as I have loved you, you
should love each other.” (John 13:34) Jesus
gave his life up for us and tells us we should do
the same for each other. Now that is friendship
and that is the call of the church and one more
reason for you to attend.
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Kid’s Talk

Roland Michener cake auction this week
Katrina Owens
Lakeside Leader

What is the best thing you
learned in school this year?
Asked of Kindergarten
students at Koinonia
Christian School.

If you have a sweet
tooth and like helping
out local grads, than
Roland Michener Secondary School’s annual
cake auction might be

for you. It’s being held
on May 25th inside the
Roland Michener senior
high gym and starts at
7:00 p.m.
The graduating class
hosts the auction each
year to help raise money

to cover the costs for the
graduation ceremony.
Last year the kids managed to bring in a whopping $19,975 through the
auction to pay for facility
rentals. Anyone who
hasn’t been before, the

gist is, each grad can enter up to two cakes that
are then sold to the highest bidder. Usual auction protocol is followed,
the auctioneer will yell
out a number and it goes
from there.

Rhya Kearney
“Learning
about
the writing stuff. We
practiced tracing letters
in
different
colours.”

Benjamin
Boissonneault
“I liked the math
and learning about
objects. You know,
cylinders, cones and
spheres, like that.
And I like when I can
talk to my class. It’s
two more sleeps until
I go camping with my
dad.”

Though the school-year is coming to a close, Roland Michener Secondary School students are still
keeping up with doing good deeds. Here are last week’s kids being recognized for helping a lending
hand. Back row, (l. to r.) Neal Boer, Triston Maccagno, Harvie Tobias, Aiden Blocka, and Owen
Pearson. Up in front, (l. to r.) Tyrece Anderson, Lexus Chambers-MacPherson, and Ashley Roberts.

Kids’ News from Smith School

Faith Lising
“Learning music.”

Alexia
For the Lakeside Leader

Good morning everyone!
Welcome
back
from the May Long
weekend! We hope everyone had a great time
and got to sharpen their
saws! This is Alexia and
here is this week’s Kids’
News.
This week is a short
week again!
Running club will be
held outdoors this week!
Thanks to Bailey for being a great leader!
There will be a shrub
club meeting this Tuesday at first recess.

Victoria Brewer
“Playdough!
I
learned about making shapes like circles, squares and triangles. I’m going to
miss the school and
miss you.”

We are working towards reading at home
for our last school wide
goal of the year. Keep
being proactive and
bringing in your reading
minutes! If we meet our
school wide goal… we
get to have a slip and
slide!
Leadership day is this
Friday! Events will start
shortly after 10:00 am.
Everyone is invited to
come out and see all of
the amazing things happening in Smith School!
That’s this week’s
news. I’m Alexia- see
you next week!
Grade 8/9 class making sausage from scratch.

Ryland
Eben-Ebenau
“I learned stories
from the Bible. My
teacher can read real
good. My favourite
friend is Ben.”

RCMP officers and firefighters from Slave Lake and Westlock County visiting Smith School.
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Wabasca hit and run, assault send victims to the hospital
Leader staff

Police in Wabasca
have located the vehicle
involved in a hit-and-run
collision on May 12. It
happened just after 10 in
the morning on Hwy. 754
west of town.

According to the initial press release, a
white Ford F150 pickup
collided with a blue
Jeep, causing a fair
amount of damage and
injuries to the occupants. The pickup left
the scene. The release,

from Sgt. Mark Polzer,
says the occupants of
the Jeep were taken to
hospital and treated for
non life-threatening injuries. He put out a request for anyone with
knowledge of the truck
to contact police.

Still looking for Donny Sayers
ter.
Donny is described as
Caucasian, 5’11” with
medium build. He has
Leader staff
grey hair and brown
eyes.
Swan Hills RCMP are
All
appropriate
asking for the public’s
RCMP resources have
help in locating a
been engaged in this in55-year old man who
vestigation. Ground and
has been missing since
air searches where the
May 2016.
truck was recovered
Donald
(Donny)
were also conducted.
Donald Sayers
Sayers, age 55, of
The investigation is onWarman Saskatchewan, was last going and Swan Hill’s RCMP are
seen on May 22, 2016, near Swan seeking any information from the
Hills Alberta. Donny was reported public pertaining to Donald Sayers.
missing by a friend on May 26, 2016.
If you have information about DonThe vehicle he was driving, a dark ald
(Donny)
Sayers
whereblue Dodge Ram, was found aban- abouts, please call the Swan Hills
doned on Highway 32 near RCMP at 780-333-4450 or call your loWhitecourt on May 22, 2016. Donny’s cal police. If you want to remain
personal vehicle, a black Ford Mus- anonymous you can contact Crime
tang, was located at a hotel in Slave Stoppers by phone at 1-800-222-8477
Lake on May 26, 2016.
(TIPS),
by
Internet
at
Donny is a long-haul truck driver www.tipsubmit.com or by SMS
and regularly travels between Al- (check your local Crime Stoppers
berta, Saskatchewan, and Manitoba. www.crimestoppers.ab.ca for inHis disappearance is out of charac- structions).

Car found in
Slave Lake

A few days later,
Desmarais RCMP informed The Leader that
the truck had been located. Polzer said the
driver – a 19-year-old
Wabasca resident with
no license – is facing various charges. The dam-

age to the Jeep was
quite extensive, he said,
but less so to the Ford.
The report on the crash
said the Ford was driving in the passing lane
when it happened. The
injured parties were
transported to Edmon-

ton for treatment.
In other police news
out of Wabasca, Polzer
said “just overnight”
there was an aggravated assault, resulting
in another evacuation to
hospital in Edmonton.

High Prairie girl missing since May 15
Leader staff

High Prairie RCMP
are asking for help in locating
a
missing
16-year-old girl from
that community. Diane
Okemow was last seen
on May 15, 2017, at approximately 1:30 p.m.
Okemow is described
as an Aboriginal person,
five feet, five inches tall,
weighing 130 lbs., with
long dark hair and
brown eyes. She was
wearing
a
black
sweater, black pants

Diane Okemow

and black shoes.
Anyone with information is asked to call High
Prairie
RCMP
at
780-523-3378, or your lo-

cal police. If you want to
remain
anonymous,
Crime Stoppers is another
option,
at
1-800-222-8477.
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The annual Songbird
Festival is coming up
pretty soon. This is the
celebration of songbird
migration and banding
that takes place at the
Boreal
Centre
in
Lesser Slave Lake Pro-

vincial Park. It’s been
going on since the
mid-1990s and always
brings bird-loving people to town for a weekend. No doubt our
bird-banding columnist,
Nicole Krikun will have

something to say about
it in her weekly column.

*****
Fishing in the lake
(Lesser Slave) and the
river above the weir
opened on May 15. We
have inside information
that
a
certain
fisherperson was out
there at 5:30 a.m. on that
day, to catch the first
fish of the season. She
got a few jackfish (or
pike, if you prefer) bites,
but released them all.
No walleye.

*****
It’s unlikely anything
that starts in Paris or
Madrid or Mexico City
will trickle down to little
old Slave Lake, but you
never know. Those cities
are talking about banning diesel vehicles, after new studies show
pollutants in diesel
emissions are killing
people. It would be nice
if owners of diesel vehicles would take that into
account and act accordingly and not leave their
machines idling unnecessarily – but don’t hold
your breath. Unless
you’re walking past one
of those fume-spewing
units. Then do hold your
breath, because it isn’t
good for you.
This is an even bigger
issue in Europe, believe
it or not, where a high

ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS - SLNFC closed
meetings Wed. at 8:00 p.m. 416 6 Ave. N.E. St. Peter’s Ecumenical Church Open meetings Sat. at 8:00
p.m. 508 7 St. S.E. Closed meetings Tues. 8:00 p.m.
and Fri. at 8:00 p.m. at Abundant Life Worship Centre. Last meeting of the month an open meeting anyone is welcome. Call 780-849-3989 or 780-805-1356
for more info.
HOSPITAL AUXILIARY - Meets the last Tues.
of every month 7:00 p.m. at the hospital. New members welcome. Contact membership coordinator
Dianne Cofer 780-849-2453.
NARCOTICS ANONYMOUS - Narcotics Anonymous Slave Lake Inn and Conference Centre, Mon.
and Thurs., 8:00 p.m. For more info. call 780-843-5950
or 780-843-5064.
ROTARY CLUB - Meets every Tues. morning
7:00 a.m. at the Holiday Inn Express.
SLAVE LAKE NATIVE FRIENDSHIP CENTRE - Clothing bank Mon. to Thurs. from 9:00 a.m.
to 4:00 p.m. and Fri. 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. Soup and
bannock every Fri. in Jan. and Feb., 11:30 a.m. - 1:00
p.m. For more info. call 780-849-3039.
ROYAL PURPLE - General Meetings every
third Tues. of the month. New members welcome.
Contact Annellen at 780-849-5507 or Marlene at
780-849-4983 for more info.
THE ANIMAL RESCUE COMMITTEE OF
SLAVE LAKE - Please call 780-849-3225.

proportion of vehicles
have diesel engines.
Mayors of some of the
bigger cities over there
are talking about ways
of cutting those emissions. There will be
howls of protest, of
course. But the science
is there. The fumes are
hurting people.

*****
The new Alberta law
requiring helmets for all
operators of, or passengers in or on off-highway
vehicles will probably go
over like a lead balloon
around here. We predict
a lot of people will ignore
it. A few will get ticketed
and feel hard done by.
That’s the way it goes.
Motorcycle owners had
a similar reaction, back
in the day. Some of them
wouldn’t be alive now if
they hadn’t complied.
This new law, as well-intentioned as it is, will
take some of the fun out
of tearing around on
your ATV. That’s maybe
all that’s at stake, which
doesn’t sound like much
when it’s put like that. A
few lives might even be
saved, or brain injuries
averted.

Walterdale Theatre in
Edmonton. Portrait of a
Family Dinner had its
debut on May 15. Kevin
was there and said it
went well, but he had to
rush off to work and
couldn’t tell us more
about it. The play was
due to run for five more
nights, wrapping up on
Saturday May 20. Congratulations to Tessa
and all involved.

*****
Nobody asks Page 9
what it thinks about
sidewalk repairs in
town, but that doesn’t
mean we don’t have
opinions. Having heard

the town has money
budgeted for such work
this year, we’d like to put
in a plug for some work
to be done at the duck
pond (skating pond in
winter) that passes for a
sidewalk by the 7-11.

*****
So, what else is happening out there? The
Right is uniting in Alberta, we hear. Wildrose
leader Brian Jean and
PC
leader
Jason
Kenney shook on it last
week. We assume they’ll
both run for leader of the
new party, whatever it
may be called. Good luck
to ‘em.

*****

Kevin Simpson was
good enough last week
to update us on the progress of his daughter
Tessa’s play at the

THE KINETTE CLUB OF SLAVE LAKE - A
community service group looking for new members. Supper meetings the 3rd Thurs. of each
month. Call April Garon 780-849-1669.
ROYAL CANADIAN LEGION - Bingo returns
Sept. 7. Darts return Sept. 7 Cribbage Fri. , 7 p.m.
Club room open at 6:30 Fri. nights. Last steak supper is June 23 followed by comedians. Tickets available at the Legion. Call Carol 780-805-1513 or Beth
780-849-1342 for more info.
SLAVE LAKE ELKS - Every second Wed. from
5:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. New members welcome. Call
780-849-6700.
COMMUNITY CHRISTIAN CENTRE - Meets
Sundays, 10:30 a.m. - 612 6 St. SE. Call 780-849-4993
for info. A Drama to be Remembered, Sun., June 4,
10:30 a.m. fundraiser. Free BBQ to follow at noon.
ST. PETER’S ECUMENICAL CHURCH - Services at 10:30 a.m.
ABUNDANT LIFE WORSHIP CENTRE - Sun.,
9:00 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. service, youth night, 6:30
p.m. Celebrate Recovery every Thurs., 7:30 p.m. For
more info. call 780-849-4208 or go to
www.alwc.church.
SEVENTH DAY ADVENTIST - Meets Sat. in
Slave Lake 10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. at St. Peter’s Ecumenical Church, 508 7 St. S.E. Please come and let’s
worship together. Contact Iven at 780-708-2951 or
Rita at 780-843-6093.
VANDERWELL LODGE - Crib tournament
first Sat. of each month in rec. room, 1:00 - 3:00 p.m.
Snacks and refreshments. $3.00 to play. Everyone
welcome. Call: 780-849-2927.
SLAVE LAKE PIONEERS - 208 4 Ave. N. E.
Meeting first Thurs. of every month at 1:00 p.m.
Cribbage every second Thurs. of the month at 7:00
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The duck pond by the 7-11.

p.m. and last Sat. at 2:00 p.m. Floor curling Tues.
and Thurs. at 2:00 p.m. and pool every Mon.,
Wed. and Fri. at 1:00 p.m. Contact Ed
780-849-5387.
REGIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL ACTION
COMMITTEE (REAC) - Meets every two
months in Joussard. Meetings open. For info. on
local environmental initiatives and for car pooling call Jule at 780-805-1709.
ROTARY CLUB PUBLIC LIBRARY - The
Rotary Club of Slave Lake Public Library offers
many exciting programs for ages 1-17 with special activities happening almost every month!
Please check online or come into the library for a
specific and updated calendar of events. If you
have any questions please call 780-849-5250.
SLAVE LAKE ALANON FAMILY GROUPS
- Wed. at 8:00 p.m., SLNFC, 416 6 Ave. N.E., for
those affected by someone else’s drinking. Contacts: Dave 780-849-2114, Donna 780-843-5300.
Email: slavelakeafg@gmail.com
PARENT LINK CENTRE - A learning centre
for children aged birth to five. Programs run
Mon. to Fri. Upstairs of the Community Christian Centre 612 6 St. S.E. All programs free!
Please call 780-849-4103.
SLAVE LAKE WESLEYAN CHURCH - 321 5
St. N.W. Sunday School 9:45 a.m., Worship Service, 11 a.m., Evening Service, 7 p.m. On Wed,
service, 7 p.m., and Fri., Youth Group, 7 p.m. Everyone welcome.
TOPS - Meetings are Thurs. nights 6:00 p.m. 6:30 p.m., weigh-ins are 6:30 p.m. - 7:00 p.m. at Alliance Church. If you have any questions please
contact
babs08@hotmail.com
or
call
780-805-1265.

10

Slave Lake Lakeside Leader, Wednesday, May 24, 2017

Yes, we do need to be self-sufficient in energy
RE: A made-in-home
solution, by Mac Olsen
May 17 Lakeside
Leader
Mac, I hate to say it
but you do have a point.
We do need to be energy
self sufficient.

To me, that means not
shipping the oil down
south for cut prices. You
may not like ‘green’ but
you may just have to adjust. Having a hissy fit
over Jane Fonda coming
up and bestowing her
grace and wisdom on us

is a little late. She returned to her world
months
ago.
Easy
enough done when you
don’t have to live with
the idea that you can
just shut down an entire
industry.
You seem to find a lot

of things immoral or
hypocritical.
What
would I do? Research
geothermal, wind, and
even wood. Cleaner
burning technologies for
the oil we do use.
They might even use
the carbon tax revenue

to fund the conversion to
alternative
energies.
Like actual solar panels
and such.
The idea that energyefficient light bulbs will
keep me happy when in
the summer over 80 per
cent of my power bill is

service charges is a little
optimistic on the government’s part.
Have a better day
than you did when you
were venting.
Eva Sartorius,
High Prairie.

Jobs in forestry threatened: government needs to act on it
To the Editor:

While Prime Minister
Justin Trudeau focused
on plans to show up for
only one hour a week in
the House of Commons,
the U.S. Department of
Commerce slapped duties as high as 24 per
cent on Canadian softwood lumber imports.
Now thousands of forestry jobs in Whitecourt,
Fox Creek, High Prairie,
Slave Lake, La Crete
and many other communities are at risk because the Liberal government failed to secure
a framework agreement
on softwood lumber with
the United States.
In March 2016, the
Liberal
government
promised to negotiate a
framework agreement
on softwood lumber exports within 100 days.
Prime Minister Trudeau
even boasted about the
importance
of
his
‘bromance’
and
‘dude-plomacy’ with the
former US President

Barak Obama.
It’s been over 400 days
since this promise was
made, and not only is
Canada without a softwood lumber agreement, but the new tariffs
are putting forestry jobs
at risk.
The Liberals broken
promise and inaction
will affect nearly 60,000
jobs in Alberta alone. Of
those, 19,000 are workers who are directly employed by Alberta’s forestry industry. They and
their families will feel
the pain first before the
economic
downturn
trickles down to the
38,000 who rely indirectly on the industry for
income and security.
U.S.
President
Trump’s
aggressive
pro-American
trade
stance was hardly a surprise, yet the Liberals
ignored the warning
signs.
Instead of negotiating
a new softwood lumber
agreement, evidence is
mounting that they put

the issue on hold and
simply hoped for the
best.
At issue is the fundamental difference between how Canada and
the U.S. price their
harvestable trees. The
majority of Canada’s
logging takes place on
Crown land while in the
U.S., forest land is privately owned.
Canadian producers
are responsible for costs
associated with the industry such as road infrastructure, environmental monitoring, and
land management. U.S.
producers do not have
these additional costs,
yet they allege that
Canadian lumber is
unfairly subsidized.
In Canada, the forestry industry is also responsible for site reclamation and reforestation.
These measures are a
requirement of federal
and provincial governments to ensure sustainable harvesting for

future generations.
A spokesperson for
Millar Western noted,
“Unlike in the U.S., 100
per cent of areas that
are harvested in Alberta
must be reforested. We
are proud that companies in Alberta planted
74 million seedlings in
2016.”
The previous Conservative government was
well aware of how to
bridge the stumpage fee
pricing gap. We negotiated a balanced agreement twice that benefited both countries. In
April 2006, we solved the
softwood lumber dispute and signed an
agreement that secured
Canadian jobs in the industry.
In 2012, we negotiated
an extension of the deal
to ensure market stability through to October
2016.
Prime Minister Trudeau should have seen
this coming. Canadians
are outraged that the
Liberals didn’t place a

NLC holds open house
Northern Lakes College held an open house and barbecue last week at its Slave Lake campus. About
150 people showed up, including 24 students from the Slave Lake Koinonia Christian School. College
staff and faculty were on hand to answer questions about college programs. Also participating were
Slave Lake Adult Education, Alberta Works and other groups, such as the NLC student association.
NLC is holding such open houses at all of its campuses across the region this spring.
“This is an excellent opportunity for community members to learn more about what NLC has to offer
and how they can access an affordable, quality education,” says Jessica Van Hoek of NLC.

higher priority on an issue that threatens to
destabilize one of Canada’s most important industries. The Prime
Minister needs to get
back to work. He needs
to start focusing on securing agreements that
keep Canadians employed and their futures
stable.
Canadians especially
don’t need defeatist
comments from the Natural Resource Minister
that “there inevitably
will be job losses.” What
we need is a Prime Minister and Natural Re-

source Minister who are
willing to make Canadians, their jobs, and their
economic
well-being
their
number
one
priority.
I call upon the government to take all necessary steps to have these
tariffs on softwood reversed and immediately
begin negotiating a new
framework agreement
on softwood lumber exports. The thousands of
jobs in Northern Alberta
depend on it.
Arnold Viersen
Member of Parliament
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Canada 150 mural mosaic project needs community involvement
Katrina Owens
Lakeside Leader

There’s another mural coming to Slave Lake
and the Town wants
your input on where it
should go and what it
should look like.
In a recent media release,
The
Leader
learned that the TOSL is
partnering up with the
federal government to
create a unique crosscountry mural to celebrate Canada’s 150th
birthday.
“We’re very excited to
be participating in the
mosaic mural project
and to be one of the 150
murals that are being
created across Canada,”

says
Town
project
co-ordinator Jill Shepherd. “There will be lots
of opportunities for community members to create a tile of their own in
October.”
In the above-mentioned media release,
Honourable
Mélanie
Joly, Minister of Canadian Heritage, says
Slave Lake is helping get
younger generations involved with Canada’s
special birthday by participating in the mural
project.
“Communities are at
the heart of the Canada
150 celebrations,” she
says. “Thanks to the
Town of Slave Lake’s
Canada 150 mosaic pro-

ject, multiple generations will get involved in
the community to showcase the region’s cultural identity through
art. I encourage all Canadians to take this opportunity to strengthen
the ties that unite us, reflect on what it means to
be Canadian.”
Director of community
services,
Ruth
Rolfe, says that this is a
fantastic opportunity for
Slave Lake to be part of
a national-wide mural.
“The Slave Lake mural will be a unique piece
of art legacy of over
80,000 mural mosaic
tiles created across
Canada,” she says.
Shepherd
echoes

Rolfe, “We’re very excited about the mosaic
mural project and getting the community involved in a legacy project to celebrate Canada’s 150th birthday,”
she says.
More information will
be available to the public
in the upcoming weeks;
however the TOSL has a
survey up already discussing potential loca-

tions and themes.
“It would be great to
get the community’s
feedback on our survey
so that we can make
sure the theme and location to display are a good
representation of what
people
want,”
says
Shepherd. “We are still
looking for funds to
make up the remaining
amount of funds not covered by the grant. If any

groups or organization
would like to sponsor
please give me a shout
at
780-849-8028
or
jillian@slavelake.ca.”
You can find the survey
online
at
https://ab-slavelake.civ
icplus.com/FormCenter
/Community-Services-4/Town-of-SlaveLake Canada150th-Mural-10.

Tolko helps out
On behalf of the Tolko Athabasca Division, Mike Leach (back row far left),
Tyler Harris (back row left) and Karolyn Kendall (back row centre) provided
the Slave Lake Boys and Girls Club with $5,000 on May 11, 2016. The donation was made as part of Tolko’s ‘community investment program’, which
provides funds to community groups that ‘serve the health, wellness and
protection of youth.’ Tolko also donated $5,000 to Northern Haven Support
Society on the same day.

The mural that is currently housed at the Slave Lake MRC.

Rotary Library hosts second
‘storybook walk’
Katrina Owens
Lakeside Leader

In case you’re wondering what those story
book pages are doing up
in various businesses
downtown, it’s because
the Rotary Club of Slave
Lake Public Library is
hosting its second storybook walk.
“As we had a lot patrons asking for another
storybook walk after our
first one held last fall we

are hosting a Spring
Storywalk for the Month
of May,” says library
manager
Lana
Gutowski. “Our feature
book is The Kissing
Hand by Audrey Penn, a
favourite among many
readers.”
For those who don’t
know what a storybook
walk is, Gutowski says
pages of the book will be
in windows of various
businesses
around

town.
“You can read the
story by following the
route of participating
businesses where you
will stop to read a few
pages of the ongoing
story that will be posted
in a front window,” she
says. “There will be a
dozen stops along the
way and participants
can enjoy the walk anytime of the day as long as
they pick up the story
walk instructions and
map at the Public Library
during
open
hours.”
Gutowski
adds,
“Come back in to the library to fill out a comment card and enter
your name in a draw to
win an awesome prize.
Get out, get some fresh
air, get some exercise,
and get reading!”
The library is open
Monday to Thursday
from 10:00 a.m. to 8:00
p.m. and on Saturday
from 10:00 a.m. until 5:00
p.m.
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New community garden almost ready for planting season

It might not look like much now, but the new and improved Alberta Health
Services community garden is slowly but surely coming along.
This is the state the beds were in as of Thursday of last week. Last The
Leader heard, Melaney Sexsmith of AHS was still rallying troops to help

Here is a closer look at what the beds look like. Which for those who don’t
recognize the background, is located behind the long-term care unit at the
Slave Lake Health Care Centre. For more information, email
melaney.sexsmith@albertahealthservices.ca.

Conference on early learning in Slave Lake this weekend
Joe McWilliams
Lakeside Leader

This week’s Leader
seems to consist largely
of news about things
that haven’t happened
yet, and here’s another
one. This Saturday, folks
involved in or interested
in early childhood learning will gather in Slave
Lake for a conference
called ‘Supports to Early
Learning.’
Children’s
Services
Minister
Danielle
Larivee is the keynote
speaker. She’s on at 9:45
a.m. Chances are good
she’ll also answer ques-

tions. Conference organizer Brenda Hannah
expects there will be a
few, along the lines of
what the government’s
plans are for subsidizing
daycare. This is known
to be a big issue – especially for single mothers.
It’s well known, Hannah
says, that single moms
have a hard time balancing child care and careers and more support
would be very welcome.
Apart
from
the
Larivee scrum, attendees will have their
choice of several sessions. One is about recognizing and supporting

children with anxiety or
trauma symptoms. Another deals with promoting healthy sleep. Cultural awareness is the title of yet another
session.
‘Young Children and
Technology – Finding
the Right Balance,’ is
the title of one of the
middle sessions. Yet another explains the theory
behind
‘sensory-based play,’ presented by Chelsea Robinson of Northern Lakes
College.
Renee Tissink and
Alisha
Batstone
of
Northern Lakes College

Landon Persson fund donates
The Landon Persson Memorial Fund recently donated $500 to the Slave
Lake Native Friendship Centre. Accepting for the Friendship Centre is Rachel Leroux. Presenting the cheque are Coralee, Parker and Logan
Persson, along with Lacey, Bree and Madi Gramlich.

are doing a session
called ‘Mini Mad Scientists and Mathematicians,’ which could be a
lot of fun. And Dr. Karin
Jacob is presenting on

such ‘self-care’ topics as
‘massage, acu-pressure,
breathing, positive affirmations and grounding.’
All that, as they say,
and much more.

Registration is $50,
which includes lunch
and a chance to win
door prizes. To find out
more,
email
ecrc@ssdcs.ca.
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Gretzky visit: other things may develop out of it
Joe McWilliams
Lakeside Leader

No major changes in
the Ice Breaker hockey
game and banquet to report,
says
Shawn
Gramlich.
Wayne
Gretzky is still the chief
attraction.
The cast of lesser
characters will likely

change a bit before the
Aug. 26 date, but that always happens.
“McSorley, Semenko,
Louie DeBrusk; Owen
Nolan is coming again.
And that country singer,
Gord Bamford. He actually got in touch with
me,” Gramlich says.
He wasn’t the only
one. When news got out

a few months ago that
Gretzky would be attending the event in
Slave Lake, Gramlich’s
phone started ringing off
the hook. Another eager
participant is an outfit
called Warrior Hockey,
which is providing a
heck of a deal on equipment for the Ice Breaker
game.

Power-lifting meet
happening in Slave Lake
Joe McWilliams
Lakeside Leader

A local gym is hosting
a power-lifting competition in Slave Lake on
June 3. Champions
Health and Fitness is
teaming up with 100%
RAW Powerlifting Federation to put on the
“fully sanctioned” event
at the Champions gym
in the Lakeland Centre.
“This means that
world and national records can be broken,”
says a release on the
meet.
How likely that is remains to be seen, but according to Champions
there
is
a
local
16-year-old lifter who

stands a good chance of
setting a world record,
and a couple of others
who have a shot at provincial and national records.
“We are very excited
to be bringing this to
Slave Lake, and hope it
can become an annual
thing for the northern
region,” says Champions manager Chantel
Campsall.
There’s a limit of 40
competitors, and as of
the date of the release
(May 12) there were already 24 signed up, including six from the
Crossfit gym down the
street.
“Crossfit Slave Lake
has been a huge sup-

porter and contributor
to this event,” says
Campsall.
Registration is open
right up to the day of the
event (assuming the cap
hasn’t already been
reached). The competition itself will be broadcast live on Facebook.
Champions owner Abdul Mouallem says: “I
have seen us as a community be very supportive and encouraging to
each other and we hope
that this experience continues as our culture in
this gym.”
For more information,
contact
Champions
Health & Fitness at
780-805-8488.

Khalil Mouallem of Slave Lake, competing in a powerlifting event in Spruce
Grove in 2016.

Yes, things happen
when the name Gretzky
is attached. Here’s another one: the Gretzky
Fantasy Camp ended
this year, Gramlich
says. Some of the big
wheels involved in that
plan on attending the
Ice Breaker in Slave
Lake. There’s talk – just
talk at this point, mind

you – of reviving it in
Slave Lake, in conjunction with the Ice
Breaker. Not this year,
but maybe next. It would
depend on a lot of things,
Gramlich says, but if
these folks are impressed by Slave Lake,
by how the Ice Breaker
is run…. Then maybe.
“Hockey, fishing, golf,

quadding. They might
like that. It could grow
into a week-long festival.”
Getting back to this
year’s event, Gretzky is
booked for a day only,
which includes the 2:00
p.m. game and the 6:00
p.m. dinner.
Please see Page 15

Logger sports return to Slave Lake
Joe McWilliams
Lakeside Leader

The good news is competitive
pole-climber Kat Spencer will be in
Slave Lake on June 3 to do logger
sports demonstrations. The bad
news is she won’t be demonstrating
pole-climbing. But she will be
demo-ing other traditional logger
sports, at the event she’s helping to
organize with the Lesser Slave Forest Education Society (LSFES).
“She’s trying to bring back traditional logger sports competitions to
Alberta,” says MJ Munn-Kristoff,
executive director of the LSFES.
In a phone interview last week,
Spencer said she’s the only woman
who consistently competes in
speed-climbing on the logger sports
circuit. She also does the other
events – one of them with former
Slave Lake resident Danielle Tkach.
In the lineup at this point are
events in three categories. There’s
the competitive team category, a
‘public’ category and a ‘youth’ category. Teams will compete in Swede
saw, axe throw, obstacle course,
Jack and Jill crosscut saw, power
saw bucking, accuracy cut and the
underhand chop. Adult members of
the public can step up and try Swede
sawing, axe throw, obstacle course,
log rolling, Jack and Jill crosscut

and a Wajax (water spraying) contest. The youth division contestants
get the same suite of events as the
‘public,’ minus the Jack & Jill, plus
nail drive.
The log-rolling takes place in a
portable 20’ x 20’ ‘tank’ trucked in for
the occasion. Built of timbers and
lined by a waterproof liner (donated
by Vanderwell Contractors).
The action runs from 11:00 a.m. to
3:00 p.m. on June 3, in the open area
between Northern Lakes College in
Slave Lake and the Travelodge. For
more information, or to enter, get
hold of Kristoff by phone at
780-849-8627
or
email
at
mj@lsfes.org.
And that’s not all! That evening is
the Forest Ed. Society’s annual dinner in the college gym. Spencer is
the featured speaker, on the topic of
the history of logger sports. The dinner – which costs $40 a person (or
$300 per table), gets started at 6:00
p.m. with cocktails.
The annual dinner is a fundraiser
for the LSFES, which provides programs in forest education to students
around
the
region.
Munn-Kristoff says she’s fully into
field trip season right now, and expects by the end of the year (Which is
August for the LSFES) to have
reached 7,000 kids.

File photo
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The Slave Lake Minor Soccer Association kicked off its summer season last
week. The Leader popped by a few games happening at the Roland
Michener Secondary School fields to see some of the action.

Gretzky
From Page 14

Gramlich says 60 tables have been sold,
which is more than
ever, but there are still
plenty available. Tony
Giesbrecht is the caterer. Tickets to the

game only aren’t on
sale yet. Gramlich says
he wants to wait until
August for that. There
have been quite a few
requests for those, he
says.
For more information,
see
icebreakerhockeygam
e.ca.
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These fellas were practicing their kicking skills before a game on May 18,
which was also happening at the Roland fields.

Work your entire body with ‘side arm pose’
Katrina Owens
Lakeside Leader

This week’s pose focuses on strengthening
core muscles and shoulders along with firming
and toning your entire
body. Lori Whitby of
Slave Lake Smiling Dog

Yoga says to begin on
your hands and knees.
“Engage your core as
you place the left hand
under the left shoulder,”
she says. “Press firmly
into your mat and lift the
right arm up while turning your torso to the

right. Keep the head in
line with your lengthened spine in a straight
line. Relax the shoulders away from the
ears.”
Modifications
and
props:
Practice this pose

with elbows under the
shoulders if your wrists
are
uncomfortable. Place the top hand
on the top hip for more
stability.
Please see Page 16
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Yoga
From Page 15

Beginner’s tip:
The knee down pose
shown is the most accessible way to move into
this pose. Slowly build
up
strength
to

straighten both legs.
Benefits:
Strengthens the core
and the shoulder, firms
and tones the whole
body.
Make it more challenging:
Straighten both legs
and place one foot

Camille Gatto demonstrating ‘side arm pose’.

in front of the other
or stack the legs
on top of each other.
Cautions:
Use caution if you
have recently had abdominal surgery, have
back or shoulder pain or
if you have high blood
pessure.

REAL ESTATE TALK
with Julie Brandle

Understanding real estate
terminology
Julie Brandle
For the Lakeside Leader

When you decide to buy a home,
you’ll probably discover a whole new
language which is used to describe
the property, the financing and legalities of the ins and outs in your purchase.
For your convenience, here is a
list of some of the more common terminology used in Real Estate.
Agency - The legal relationship
which exists between the client and
the brokerage and the Realtor®. The
essence of the relationship is that
the agent has the authority to represent the client in dealings with others. Agents are obligated to protect
and promote the the interests of
their clients and also owe certain fiduciary duties.
Associate - (formerly Agents) also
called Realtor® when
used with the MLS
trademark authorized
by the Canadian Real
Estate Association.
Amortization - The
replacement of a debt
over a period of time in
a series of regular payments of principle and
accrued interest.
Condition - Some-

thing that is demanded as an essential part of an agreement (usually
stated as “Subject to....).
Latent Defect - A Hidden defect
that may have reasonably caused
the buyer to not purchase the property if the defect was disclosed.
Real Property - A combination of
tangible and intangible elements.
The tangible is the Real Estate itself
(ei Land). The intangible are the
real property rights which arise by
reason of ownership of the property
(ei Goodwill).
These are just a few of the words
tossed around in the purchase process.
For more info about the process or
to start your new home search today,
call Royal LePage Progressive Realty.
Helping You is What We Do!™
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Big Lakes County to stabilize mill rates with $1.5m from reserves
Richard Froese
For the Lakeside Leader

Big Lakes County has

approved an operating
budget of $30.7 million,
down from $35.8 million
in 2016. The budget was

Ask an Accountant

Clearance certificates
for deceased taxpayers
Francesca Giroux, CPA
For the Lakeside Leader

If you are a legal representative for a deceased individual and/or their estate you may
want to obtain a clearance certificate before
you distribute any property of the deceased’s or
the estate’s that is under your control. The purpose of a clearance certificate for an individual
is to certify that all amounts for which the deceased is liable to the Canada Revenue Agency
(CRA) for has been paid, or that security for the
payment has been obtained for all tax years to
the date of death. If a certificate is not obtained,
as the legal representative you can be personally liable for any amount owing from the deceased up to the value of the property you distributed. It should be noted that if there is a
trust, a separate clearance certificate must be
obtained for the trust. A certificate is not required before the distribution of property, as
long as enough property is held to cover any liability to the CRA.
To request a clearance certificate you must
complete Form TX19, Asking for a Clearance
Certificate, and send it to the Assistant Director, Audit at your tax services office (for Slave
Lake residents this is the Edmonton Tax Services Office Suite 10, 9700 Jasper Avenue, Edmonton, Alberta, T5J 4C8). This form should be
completed after you have filed all tax returns
required, have received notice of assessments
for said returns, and have paid or secured all
amounts owing as a result of those returns. To
avoid any delays in the certificate issuance, the
following should be attached to Form TX19: 1. A
copy of the will, or a copy of the trust document
for inter vivos trusts; 2. A statement showing
the list of assets and distribution plan, which includes a description of each asset, the original
cost of the asset, the names, addresses, social
insurance numbers of the recipients and their
relationship to the deceased; 3. Any documents
that are necessary to prove that you are the legal representative; and 4. A letter of authorization that you have signed if you want us to communicate with any other person or firm, or you
would like the clearance certificate sent to an
address other than your own.
Once the clearance certificate has been received you should complete the actual distribution of any property that you retain control over
as soon as possible. Should you require assistance in the application for a clearance certificate or for the filing of the final returns please
contact your local CGA.
Please e-mail your questions to
bonnie@nashgirouxllp.ca.
Information provided is of a general nature.
As each individual or company’s situation is
unique, you may wish to consult with your
CGA for information specific to your own
needs.

adopted at a meeting on
April 26.
Despite the funding
shortfall, council found a
way to balance the budget.
“We’re going to have a
$1.5 million deficit that
will be funded through
reserves,” said Mark
Schonken, director of
corporate services for
the county.
Although the budget
and revenue have been

reduced, the county will
maintain services.
“We will operate as
normal,” said Schonken,
“but we’re going to assess the budget for the
future unless the economy improves. We have
lost more than $3 million
in tax revenue, mostly
from linear, and also in
machinery
and
equipment.”
One major increase in
the new budget is the

Across
1. Place for mineral baths
4. Wagering joint nowhere
near the racecourse, for
short
7. JRRT magnum opus, with
orcs
11. Certain ‘lightbulb’
moments
12. Spell opener
13. Distant
15. Legendary funny man of
American letters
17. ‘Ship of the desert,’ so
called
18. Ctrl neighbour
19. Any member of a
legendary New York punk

Down
1. Source of new oil
2. Political organization
3. Inquire
4. Michelle, who tackles
childhood obesity in the
U.S.
5. Cream and The Police
6. Longest River in Northern
Ireland
7. Resinous secretion used
in wood finish
8. Portuguese ‘hello’
9. Picket fence whitewasher
of literature
10. Film director Nicolas
11. Mrs. Clooney

provincial carbon tax.
That includes a 22 per
cent increase for natural
gas, 10 per cent for electricity, six per cent for
diesel and five per cent
for gasoline.
Several county departments have recorded
budget
increases. Big Lakes
Family and Community
Support Services has an
increase of $44,100, due
mainly to expanding ser-

vices. The planning department has an increase of $130,000 for
area structure plans for
the hamlets of Faust,
Grouard and Joussard.
Salaries and wages
are also more than last
year, based on the
county pay structure.
In the budget, the
county maintained mill
rates for properties
when the tax bylaw was
adopted.

band
21. Cpl. superior
22. Former Canucks’ coach
Rick
23. Certain Quebec cheeses
24. Bits of information
27. Reflective vests and such,
for short
28. Municipal ordinances
30. ___ homo! – Pontius Pilate
pronouncement
33. Day opposite, in ads
36. Comedian Richard
38. Continental divide range
39. Campaign bed
40. Become liquid
41. Kipling bear
43. Utah town next to Provo
45. Greek god of war

46. Friend and assistant of
Holmes
48. Taylor or Coulter
50. Dust suckers, for short
51. Having all your marbles
53. Nocturnal flyer
56. Member of a Great Basin
tribe
58. Girl who doesn’t act like
one
60. Exist
61. Whittles down
64. Villain of Oliver Twist
66. Glide over ice
67. Margarine, colloquially
68. Cost of accommodation
69. PDQ relative
70. Poetic contraction
71. Mme. in Madrid

12. Come to
14. It has an ETA
16. ‘Too much,’ in Toulouse
20. Dreyer partner in ice
cream
25. European peak
26. Guy who applies bitumen?
27. Basque ball game
28. ___ noire
29. O___ mio
30. Former governing body of
oil and gas in AB
31. Crop of a bird
32. California county with a
‘celebrated jumping frog’
34. Religious image
35. Bos. rival in baseball
37. They line up next to TEs
42. Swing back and forth, for

short
44. Diminutive of ‘Manuel’
47. East of Osnabruck
49. Napoleonic Marshal, and
namesakes
51. Exercise your facial
muscles, say
52. More competent
53. Candlestick maker
companion, in rhyme
54. Field of endeavour
55. Experiment
56. High points
57. Currency of Bangladesh
59. Double-reed woodwind
62. Seventh Greek letter
63. Aug. neighbour
65. They fly by (abbr.)
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How to improve your chances of winning government contracts
How to improve your
chances of landing government jobs is the topic
of an information session coming in Slave
Lake on May 31. Government contracts, that is.
Apparently some contractors are not that familiar with the process
and miss opportunities

because of it. This has
been identified as an obstacle – particularly for
local companies that are
used to one way of doing
things (getting work in
the oilpatch, for example) and less familiar
with how to qualify for
government contracts.
In response, Commu-

nity Futures Lesser
Slave Lake organized
the workshop, which is
being held at the Legacy
Centre next Wednesday.
It costs $10 (which includes lunch) and runs
from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00
p.m. Other sponsors are
Slave Lake, High Prairie
and the M.D.s of Lesser

Slave River, Opportunity and the County of
Big Lakes.
The workshop focuses
on what are called ‘Requests For Proposals,’
(RFP) which is what
governments
issue
when they want bids on
jobs. There’s a formal
process involved, and it

is often the case that
bids are rejected on
technical grounds.
Also offered is a
chance to get to know
the municipal government reps and what projects they have going on
and coming up. Provincial and federal government reps will also be

there.
So how to register?
Online
at
rfpworkshop.eventbrite
.ca seems to be the recommended method. You
could also call Community Futures for more information,
at
780-849-3232.
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New hospital in High Prairie ‘best facility in province’
Richard Froese
For the Lakeside Leader

“I think we have the
best facility in the province,” said High Prairie
Mayor Linda Cox, at the
opening of that town’s
new $228 million health
complex on May 12.
In her remarks, Cox
recognized many who
led the lobby over many
years to convince the

provincial government
the new hospital was
needed.
“Our provincial government responded with
a facility that is the envy
of communities throughout northern Alberta,”
Cox said.
Years of fundraising
also paid off, as the High
Prairie and District
Health Foundation presented a cheque for

$500,000 to pay for the
CT scanner now operating at the hospital.
Opened with initial
services on April 6, the
new complex was built
for $228.3 million. It has
30 acute care beds, while
the J.B. Wood Continuing Care Centre accommodates 67 beds, more
than the former site.
When Cox and several
other speakers men-

This week in history
From the files of the
Lakeside Leader and
Northland Free Press

2016
Slave Lakers step up with various
fundraisers for Fort McMurray.
Kyle Muzyka from Slave Lake is
hired on by CBC Edmonton.
The 57th annual Widewater Sports
weekend of baseball is cancelled.

2012
In a wildfire response review it was
said that nothing could have stopped
Fire#65, but there is room for improvement.
Premier Redford is in Slave Lake
to offer encouraging words at the anniversary event.
.

2007
Jamie Linington is chosen to speak
at United Nations Youth Assembly
regarding a film she directed and
starred in.
Meet the Robinsons plays at the
Rex Theatre.

2002
Slave Lake Elks member Noel Pell

becomes the provincial president
for the Elks club.
Catherine Caffaro celebrates her
93rd birthday at the Vanderwell Heritage Place.

1997
The Town of Slave Lake retires
the Slave Lake Musical Theatre Association’s debt with conditions.
Town’s utility rates jump by $7.55
Margaret Zeidler, owner of one of
Slave Lakes big four forest products
companies, passes away at the age
of 80.

1992
Success Dance Academy students win medals and scholarships
at Evergreen Dance Festival.
CFWE becomes Slave Lakes newest radio station after a long delay.
Grade 4 students are congratulated for essays on tourism in Slave
Lake.

1975
Mr. Slave Lake, Charlie Schurter,
celebrates 88 years.
The Town of Slave Lake encounters a growth crisis, leaving the
town a whopping $4 million in debt
and near bankruptcy.

tioned the need for dialysis service in the hospital, the crowd applauded
to show community support in front of Alberta
Health Minister Sarah
Hoffman.
“This facility is designed so that… services like dialysis and labour and delivery, can
be added,” Hoffman
said. “We’re working
hard with partners in

this community to make
that happen.”
Lesser Slave Lake
MLA Danielle Larivee
also supports enhanced
services.
“Our government recognizes the importance
of investing in rural
communities like High
Prairie,” she said, “to
help attract new residents and make them
even greater places to

live and raise families.”
Other local government officials recognized the regional partnership with the provincial government.
“These new facilities
are an example of what
can happen if people
work together,” said
reeve Ken Matthews of
Big Lakes County.
Please see Page 23
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LSLBO bird report

The mind-boggling grey-cheeked thrush, and other fun stuff
Nicole Krikun
For the Lakeside Leader

We are over a month
into spring migration
and we are still waiting
for things to really pick
up at the observatory.
We just reached the 300
mark for banded birds
and slate-coloured junco
are still sitting as the top
banded species even
though
we
haven’t
caught one in over two
weeks. It’s not that birds
aren’t moving; they have
continued
to
move
throughout the past
week and new species
are still being observed
every day, but the
weather hampered our
observations and banding. It was cloudy, raining or very windy every
day this week which
made for some miserable days of birding.
Three days this week we
weren’t able to open the
nets at all and the rest of
the days we were only
able to have them open
for a portion of the
morning.
Despite the conditions, one species of bird
that has remained a constant at the observatory
is the white-throated

New
hospital
From Page 22

Another partner is the
Peavine Metis Settlement, which contributed
land for the complex.
Peavine chairman Iner
Gauchier said, “This facility will be instrumental in the delivery of

Grey-cheeked thrush

sparrow. Regardless of
how cold or wet it is, we
are greeted every morning by a dozen of these
hardy little sparrows
singing around the lab.
Their cheery, whistled
song sounds like they
are
saying
‘oooh,

sweeeeet, Canada, Canada, Canada’ and they
sing all day, every day in
any conditions; they are
a ubiquitous part of the
boreal forest. They are
currently
the
second-most banded species for the spring and

quality health care services to the residents of
the area, including the
three Metis settlements
and
First
Nations
communities.”
The facility brings the
majority of health services for High Prairie
and area under one roof.
These include outpatient, Indigenous health,
addiction and mental
health and home care.

The centre also offers diagnostic imaging, laboratory and inpatient
pharmacy services. A
full range of public
health services will also
be available when the
community health and
wellness clinic opens
next month, including
chronic disease management, early childhood development and
health promotion.

they are quickly gaining
ground to overtake the
juncos. Historically we
didn’t catch a lot of
white-throated
sparrows in the spring, but
that has been changing
over the past couple
years. These shrub-loving birds did very well
during the forest-tent
caterpillar infestation a
few years ago and we
are still seeing the effect. Last summer we
banded record numbers
of them during both our
summer breeding program and during fall migration, and they seem
to be on track for
another
record-breaking year.
The weather forecast
for the next week is looking favourable and we
are hoping that bird activity will escalate. The
bulk of our warblers are
expected to arrive any
day and our undisputed
bread-and-butter species, the Swainson’s
thrush and ovenbird
have returned to the
area. Both of these species migrate through in
high numbers, low in the
forest – putting them in
perfect position to end
up in our nets.
Another species that
showed up this week
that made me smile was
the
grey-cheeked
thrush. These birds look

a lot like Swainson’s
thrush but only move
through our area for
about two weeks on
their way up to the Arctic. What makes them so
amazing is they are
champion
migrants.
They spend their winters in South America
and travel to the tundra
to breed. Recently a
study was published
about
grey-cheeked

Black and white warbler

thrush that were fitted
with radio trackers. One
bird was recorded travelling 3,250 km in only 3.3
days, a bulk of that distance
being
flying
across the Gulf of Mexico. It is mind-boggling
to think that the bird I
held in my hand on
Wednesday may very
well have been in the
tropics on the weekend.
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Welcome to Slave Lake. How do you like it so far? Sadly, this trash-filled
ditch at the Hwy. 2 and Main St. intersection is the first impression many
visitors to Slave Lake get. It was not cleaned up during the recent Pitch-In
Week.
On the other hand, the news from Pitch-in Week is pretty good. The final
numbers are in from the Town of Slave Lake, which are 44 groups signed up
to participate, and something between 500 and 600 bags of garbage collected. In 2016, 29 groups registered.
In the M.D. of Lesser Slave River, says M.D. communications person Alanis
Marleau, “We had crews of staff as well as residents pitch in around Canyon Creek, Widewater, Wagner, Marten Beach, Old Town, the boat launch,
Chisholm, Hondo, Smith, and Flatbush!”

Broken glass in playground
You would think that after the community coming together earlier this
month to clean up the town, people would take it upon themselves not to
litter. Unfortunately, it seems like this isn’t the case and instead of tossing
garbage on the ground, smashing glass in playgrounds is the new trend.
It goes without saying that having broken glass tucked away in sand and
on playground structures is dangerous, especially for curious kiddies who
might not know better than to pick it up. A local mom brought it to the attention of The Leader last week and was as so kind to send us this picture.
The playground in question was Poplar Park on the Northwest side of
town.

