Do not be
alarmed –
it’s only
an
exercise
Joe McWilliams
Lakeside Leader

Go big or go home
Ben Fiddler of Dog Island Brewing Inc. pops his head out of one of the shiny new tanks that will make
up part of the new brewery he and partner Chad Paulson (right) recently purchased and are installing
at their Caribou Trail shop. It will take two or three months to get it working, but once it does it will produce 10 times the volume of the system it is replacing. See more on Page 12

Film crew riding along on fire calls
Joe McWilliams
Lakeside Leader

Something you don’t
see every day is a highway crash scene where
half the firefighters are
filming the other half doing the work. Or a house
fire – such as the one on
8th St. NE in Slave Lake
last week – where some
worked the fire while
others filmed them doing it.
The story is that the
filming fellows aren’t really firefighters – they’re
just decked out that way
after a couple of weeks
of training. They work
for Hillside Media Productions of Toronto and
are filming the members of the Hall #1 of the
Lesser Slave Lake Re-

gional Fire Service in action for a ‘reality’ series
coming out on “a major
cable network.”
The channel is un-

specified at this point,
because it wants to do
the announcement itself. The show may or
may not be called ‘Hell-

Tyler Robinson of Hillside Media Productions,
decked out as a firefighter and filming at the fire
hall.

fire Heroes.’
“That’s a working title,” says producer
Sharone Ostrovsky.
Ostrovsky has an upstairs office at the new
fire hall (rented from the
Town of Slave Lake).
Across the hall in one of
the meeting rooms,
eight or nine Hillside
crew members are
working on cameras, doing paperwork and otherwise keeping themselves busy, waiting for
the next call.
When it comes, whichever crew of three of
them is on call will
sprint downstairs, throw
on their bunker gear and
climb aboard. Wherever
it is, whatever the call,
it’ll be filmed.
Please see Page 2

There’s going to be a
lot of unusual stuff going
on in and around Slave
Lake this coming weekend. Some of it has to do
with a search and rescue training exercise.
Last week Slave Lake
S&R announced would
be holding “four large
provincial-scale search
and rescue events,” in
the area, from April 28
through the 30th.
“Please do not be
alarmed if you see an
unusual presence of aircraft, horses, mountain
bikes, ATVs, first responders, military personnel, search dogs, fire
and SAR emergency vehicles, police resource
and ambulances in and
around
the
community.”
Things kick off on Friday with an emergency
exercise. Also that day
are training workshops
for search and rescue
people from around the
province at Northern
Lakes College.
“S&R members will
hone their skills in wilderness first aid, wilderness survival, water and
ice rescue, low-angle
rescue,
evidence
searching, tracking and
many more,” says the
release from Lesser
Slave Lake S&R. “In the
afternoon there will be
opportunities for the
general public to view
search dogs… and an
equine S&R team from
southern Alberta,” doing its thing. These will
be on the NLC playing
fields.
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Film
From Page 1

So far, so good, says
Ostrovsky, explaining
that in ‘embedded’ filming situations like this,
it’s important to be as

natural as possible.
“We’re in the thick of
it,” she says. “That’s the
goal. We’re capturing
what actually happens.
We’re not directing.”
The bulk of the crew –
sound and camera people – are from Alberta,

many from small towns.
That helps too.
The idea for a series
featuring a fire department grew out of a
brainstorming session a
couple of years ago,
Ostrovsky says. With
wildfires in the news ev-

ery year out west, it
seemed an area ripe for
investigation. So they
started ‘cold-calling’ fire
departments.
Slave
Lake’s was one of them.
“Within a few minutes
I knew it was different,”
she says. “They had a
story.”
Things
developed
from there. Last spring
the crew came out and
shot a pilot. It obviously
impressed somebody,
because they got the
green light and now
they’re back at it. And
loving it.

“We’re having so
much
fun!”
says
Ostrovsky.
Things could get more
interesting, with wildfire
season
approaching.
With four of the regular
firefighters trained and
available for work with
the Forestry HACK
crews, the possibility is
there that the Hillside
film people could take
part in some of that as
well.
“We’re so interested
in the wildfire stuff,”
Ostrovsky says.
In the meantime, it

doesn’t hurt the local
economy at all to have a
dozen or so extra people
in town, renting rooms,
dining out and even engaging the services of a
local caterer.
“Oh
my
God!”
Ostrovsky
exclaims.
“It’s been one of the best
experiences!”
And who is this catering wizard? None other
than former fire chief
Greg Gramiak, who apparently makes a killer
vegetarian lasagna, with
broccoli masquerading
as meat..

Trailer saved: cat too
Leader staff

Take away the camera and you’d never be able to tell which one of these three
guys is with a Toronto film production company. He’s Peter Esteves of Hillside
Media Productions. Otherwise, left to right are local firefighters Ryan Coutts,
Thomas Lougheed and Patrick McConnell.

Eighth St. southwest in Slave Lake
was the scene of a house fire on the
afternoon of April 18. Town manager
Brian Vance announced it during a
town council meeting, having just received notification from fire chief
Jamie Coutts
“The trailer was saved,” he said.
“A cat was rescued.”
Chief Coutts provided a few more
details the next day. He said a dryer

vent caught fire and the fire moved
under the trailer home.
“Crews worked quickly to limit
damage and remove smoke,” he said
in an email to The Leader.
The residents of the home had
evacuated
themselves,
but
firefighters went back in later to rescue the cat. The street was closed for
about an hour.
The call for the fire department
came at 5:00 p.m.
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Town of Slave Lake

Council notebook
Joe McWilliams

April 18 meeting

Lakeside Leader

‘High five for your end of the
lake’
Meaghan Payne, the ED of the Lesser Slave
Watershed Council, provided an update on the
progress of the Integrated Watershed Management Plan (IWMP) for the Lesser Slave Lake
Watershed. This is a process that has been going
on for some time. One reason for its modest
progress is the requirement to consult, or ‘engage’ with the various jurisdictions in the watershed. This includes a couple of towns, a couple of
rural municipalities, three Metis settlements
and five First Nations.
Payne thanked the town and also mentioned
the M.D. of Lesser Slave River for participation
in the municipal input workshops. How about Big
Lakes County and the Town of High Prairie?
asked mayor Tyler Warman.
“They got shamed for their less-than-robust
participation,” Payne said. “High five for your
end of the lake.”
Engaging with First Nation groups is another
issue. Payne said three of the five have expressed interest in the process. She said a lack of
clarity of what constitutes ‘consultation’ isn’t
helping.
Payne said the IWMP group wants all feedback on the plan in by June, after which a draft
version will be circulated.

Siren just fine
The recent annual test of the emergency siren
went well, reported CAO Brian Vance.
“It’s nice having two qualified electricians on
staff,” he said. “They jumped all over it.”

Lift station ‘E’
The new sewage lift station in the northeast
part of town could perhaps use a couple of electricians to jump all over it. It has “ground to a
halt,” (again) Vance reported, due to the late order of a vital piece of equipment called a ‘motor
control centre.’ It is expected to arrive in
mid-May. He assured council all costs related to
the delay are being tracked.

‘Quick shift’
Vance’s report included the news that the operations department has “quickly shifted from
sweeping and pothole repair back to sanding and
plowing.”

Five year plans and new deals
Council was asked for its opinion about the
new owner’s five-year development plan for the
Big Fish Bay RV Resort. Presenting the report,
planning and development director Laurie
Skrynyk made sure council understood it was a
concept only, representing what “will likely take
place.”
Detailed survey work would have to be done,
she added, and the proper permits applied for.
“We need growth,” said mayor Warman. “I
support the motion.”
His colleagues did too.

Survey results in on RV park
Respondents to the town’s survey on an RV
park proposal for the Sunset Place property
were split on the main question: i.e. are you in favour of the location. But slightly more against it
than in favour of it.
On the other hand, respondents were overwhelmingly supportive of the notion that more
tourism infrastructure is a good idea. Just not in
that spot.
“I think we’ve done our job,” said mayor
Warman. He added that the door is not closed on
the proposal, but it’s clear council has no appetite to continue with it.
More notes on Page 8
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Hemp,
hemp...
hooray?
There seems to be no getting away from
hemp these days. In one form or another it
keeps showing up – in the news and even in
M.D. of Lesser Slave River council meetings.
Take the April 12 meeting, for example.
Reeve Murray Kerik had attended a workshop
in Whitecourt on growing flax and hemp. He
came back a fan of the latter and had a container of seeds to prove it. He offered some to
his colleagues to munch on while they dealt with
various non hemp-related agenda items.
“It’s wonderful stuff,” Kerik said – of hemp’s
qualities generally. “You can eat it, you can
wear it and you can build with it. It pays better
than canola.”
Demand is higher than processing capacity at
the moment, Kerik added, but a new plant under
construction at Nisku should help.
That’s hemp as hemp. Hemp as marijuana is
bigger news. Most people seem to think legalizing it for recreational use is a lesser-oftwo-evils sort of a situation. Regulate it, control
it, take the profits out of the hands of the criminal underworld and so on.
These things always result in unintended consequences. We just have to cope the best we
can. The attitude of Alberta’s Justice Minister
Kathleen Ganley seems pretty sensible. She visited Colorado recently to see how things are
working down there, where marijuana has been
legal for a couple of years. She says her department will focus on keeping marijuana out of the
hands of children, profits out of the hands of
crooks and impaired drivers off the roads.
Chances are the province will be about as successful at that as they are with booze.
As Jeff Burgar noted in a recent High Prairie
South Peace News editorial, for something like
25,000 Canadians facing pot possession charges,
legalization can’t happen fast enough. They
might as well chuck the charges out right now
(he didn’t say, but we will). What’s the point in
continuing to enforce a lame-duck law? The
courts are clogged enough as it is.
But there are a lot of angles on this debate – a
lot of different ways of looking at it. Peace
River-Westlock MP Arnold Viersen – predictably, but no doubt sincerely – thinks the federal
government is moving faster and further than it
needs to on pot legalization. He makes some decent points, which you can read on the ‘Letters’
page of this newspaper.
Reasonable opposition notwithstanding, you
get the feeling that keeping pot illegal is sort of
in the same league as the Berlin Wall once was.
Once the political will to keep it standing was
gone, down it came, for better or for worse. And
it wasn’t all good, by any means. But probably
more good than bad.
As far as we can tell, the sky is not falling, as
much as some would like to think it is.

A few good things remain
Joe McWilliams
Slave Lake Lakeside Leader

I know for a fact people still
read books. I met one of them
the other day. He had no friends
and the neighbours were throwing rocks at him. The neighbourhood dogs were howling for a
piece of his legs and his wife had
just run off with his best friend,
after his truck broke down.
Somebody’s writing a country
song about it as we speak.
Just kidding! Actually the local
libraries do a roaring business,
tracking down books and other
materials for their members and
delivering them, free of charge,
for pick-up at the local branch.
This is a wonderful service,
brought to you courtesy of your
provincial government, in co-operation with the libraries and the
municipalities that support
them..
Take advantage of it, because
it might not last!
Take advantage of your public
broadcaster too, because it
might not last. Governments
can’t be expected to always pay
for all the stuff they used to pay
for. There is a lot of pressure on
to cut costs, which in some ways
is probably a good thing. The

people we entrust to spend public money absolutely should be
going over everything they
spend, every year, with a
fine-toothed comb. They should
cut where appropriate. This
can’t be done without pain, but
nobody ever said (who wasn’t lying or deluded) that public office
was a bed of roses. That said, I
hope public broadcasting and
public libraries will be around for
a long time to come.
There is a lot to be said for
government support for libraries. Whoever dreamed them up
was a very smart person
(Benjamin Franklin?). Having a
world of information accessible
to the common person (not just
the wealthy, in other words) was
his aim, and it is as valid a view
as ever.
But I’ve written about this subject before, and I really shouldn’t
be repeating myself. I could
write about how access to online
literary resources could put libraries out of business. On the
other hand, a lot of library patrons are people who don’t have
access to their own online connection devices. I could write
about how the Internet threatens
to put newspapers out of business! But I won’t do that either.

I’m too busy writing my own
book.
It’s a book nobody will ever
read, and there are probably
other things I should be doing;
things such as installing a new
bathroom at home and other
pressing DIY projects. I feel a bit
guilty about spending hours on
recent weekends typing up from
memory a story about a youthful
adventure from 40-odd years
ago. But I find if I concentrate, it
goes away, whimpering. The
guilt, not the story.
That reminds me of a Mark
Twain story about how he encounters his conscience in the
form of a nasty imp that scampers around his house – always
out of reach – mocking him and
making him feel miserable about
being who he (Twain) is and
about doing the things he does.
Eventually he figures out that by
ignoring the little rascal he can
weaken it and cause it to disappear or expire.
Not that I would recommend ignoring one’s conscience. Twain
wasn’t either. He was just being
funny in his contrary and memorable way. I must read more of his
stuff and I know exactly where I
can get it without having to pay an
arm and a leg.
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Health and safety top priorities in
new cannabis laws
Ralph Goodale
Minister of Public Safety

If your objectives are to protect public health and safety,
keep marijuana out of the
hands of minors and cut illegal
profits flowing to organized
crime—then the law as it
stands today has been an abject
failure.
Law enforcement agencies in
Canada spend an estimated
$2-3 billion a year trying to fight
pot, yet Canadian teenagers are
among the heaviest users in the
western world. And criminals
walk away with $7-8 billion every year in illicit proceeds. We
have to do better.
From the very beginning,
health and safety objectives
have been in the forefront of our
approach to cannabis. The new
legislation we introduced last
week reflects that—to do a
better job of protecting our kids
and fighting crime.
We have benefited from the
thorough, balanced and
thoughtful advice of an Expert
Task Force which gathered the
best available data, medical and
legal input, the experiences of
other jurisdictions around the
world and the views of a vast array of Canadians. Our proposals are in line with their recommendations.
The new law would create a
strong framework for legalizing,
strictly regulating and restricting the use of cannabis:
Only adults (18 years of age
and older) will have legal access to the product through an
appropriate retail framework,
and sourced from a safe and
well-regulated industry, or
grown in small amounts at
home (i.e., a maximum of four
plants in any one residence).
Provinces will be able to set a
higher minimum age or a lower
home limit, if they deem that
appropriate.
It will be legal for adults to
possess, use and share (with
other adults) up to 30 grams in
public.
Commercial producers of

cannabis will have to be federally-licensed and security
cleared. Strict product safety
and quality standards will be required. Mail order distribution
will be allowed, but generally
retail operations will be under
provincial jurisdiction to regulate. Municipalities will be able
to enact local bylaws reflecting
community preferences (e.g.,
where cannabis is produced or
consumed).

This is not a
free-for-all.
Serious criminal penalties
will apply to all those operating
outside this framework, with a
strong focus on illicit production and trafficking, those who
try to exploit children and
youth, and drug-impaired driving. Importing and exporting
cannabis will also remain illegal
(unless exceptionally authorized for medical or scientific
purposes by Health Canada).
For a young person (under
18), it will be an offence to possess, use or share marijuana.
Prosecutions will be governed
by the Youth Criminal Justice
Act. Criminal charges will not
be laid where the amount involved is under 5 grams, but
provinces could create
“ticketable” offences to deal
with such small amounts.
Promotion, packaging, labelling and display will be tightly

controlled to ensure factual accuracy and prevent appeals to
young people.
The new law will be accompanied by a strong public education campaign to explain the
risks and dangers associated
with the use of pot, especially by
young people, and to warn
against irresponsible behaviour
at any age.
In tandem with Canada’s new
legal framework for cannabis,
the government is also renovating the law dealing with impaired driving of all kinds.
Beyond a vigorous effort to
raise public awareness about
the deadliness of such reckless
conduct, we are providing law
enforcement agencies with
clearer laws, better technologies (including new roadside
oral testing devices), stronger
and more expeditious procedures (including better access
to blood tests), more training
and other resources, and
tougher penalties to deal appropriately with offenders—and to
keep Canada’s roadways and
communities safe.
Our entire legislative package
is now before the House of
Commons. For more detailed
information about all our proposed measures with respect to
cannabis, as well as impaired
driving, please go to:
https://www.canada.ca/en/services/policing/justice/legalization-regulation-marijuana.html
To date, I am pleased to see
encouraging reactions from the
Canadian Centre on Substance
Abuse, the Canadian Automobile Association, professional
organizations representing
nurses and pharmacists, the
Federation of Canadian Municipalities, Mothers Against Drunk
Driving (MADD), many prominent academic authorities and
others.
We believe our proposals represent the best approach to promote health and safety, protect
our kids and combat crime. But
they also represent very big
change.
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Jealousy can
be good
Pastor Tracy Ottenbreit
Slave Lake Alliance Church

A recent study by the University of Michigan
revealed that after looking at relationships between 2,124 people over the age of 25, those with
open relationships were found to have greater
levels of trust and less jealousy than those in
monogamous relationships.
This certainly goes against conventional wisdom and certainly against biblical principles
and one would expect higher levels of jealousy
and less trust. Now, before I go on, I should
note that this is only one study and one study is
not definitive. That being said, I found the conclusion of the study troublesome.
Could it be that we who pledged our love to
only one person for life are missing out on
something? Could it be that we are just limiting
ourselves because of religious or social conventions and we’d be a lot happier playing in multiple playgrounds? I had to wonder: why would
people have less jealousy and more trust when
they are openly landing other fish from the
pond? Then it hit me.
Trust and jealousy are tied directly to expectations, which, in a monogamous relationship,
are much higher. In marriage, there is a commitment publicly expressed. The bar is set very
high and so it is much easier to slip under it and
lose some trust, increasing jealousy.
A wandering eye here, a glance at that web
site, a drink after work with an attractive
co-worker – these are things that could erode
trust and increase jealousy if the expectations
of fidelity are high. If there are no such expectations, these activities would be nary a problem.
Indifference often follows lowering expectations. Want to be happier with how the country
is run? Lower your expectations. Want to be
content with your pay? Feel entitled to less.
Want to have less jealousy and more trust in
your relationship? Welcome cheating. After all,
you can fully trust a person committed to cheating to cheat.
Perhaps having more jealousy is a good thing.
Perhaps being jealous says, “I care.” Yet, aren’t
we told that jealousy is wrong? Even the Bible
condemns jealousy as “demonic” (James 3:15)
and a characteristic of those not going to
heaven (Galatians 5:20). So then, why is God
himself described as a “jealous God?” (Exodus
34:14) Another puzzle and an apparent contradiction! More thinking.
Healthy jealousy is based not just on expectations, but also on rights. Since married people
have made a public commitment to faithfulness,
they have a right to expect their spouse’s machinery to not be inspected out of province – not
so in open marriages.
Back to God. He has a right on our lives. He
designed everything about us – our strengths,
our weaknesses, our likes and dislikes, and as
our designer and constructor, he has ownership
rights. When we substitute God for other things,
he has the right to be jealous. He even compares himself at times in the Bible with a
spouse who has been cheated on. (Jer. 3:8)
Jealousy becomes sinful when we have no
right to be jealous. When we feel we have a
right to something that God did not provide,
something that was never promised, jealousy
becomes a mark of discontent with God’s provision and of God himself. Jealousy also becomes
sinful when it is used as an excuse to control
others – something God has historically been
stubbornly committed to not do with us.
So, jealousy may be a good thing in monogamous marriage, a sign of higher expectations.
When it is healthy, jealousy can be a tell-tale
marker of the purest love and devotion.
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Kid’s Talk
What is something that
makes your family special?
Asked of Grade 5 students
at Slave Lake Koinonia
Christian School.

Seth Briggs
“This is a hard one.
I think probably because we all get along
together.
We
do
things together like
camp and jeep.”

Back by popular demand: a library story walk
Katrina Owens
Lakeside Leader

The Rotary Club of
Slave Lake Public Library is planning another ‘book walk’ for
next month. Manager
Lana Gutowski says the
library is bringing it
back because the last
one had such a good response.
“As we had a lot patrons asking for another
storywalk after our first
one held last fall we are
hosting
a
Spring
Storywalk for the Month
of May,” she says. “Our
feature book is The Kissing Hand by Audrey
Penn, a favourite among

many readers.”
For those who don’t
know what a story walk
is, Gutowski says pages
of the book will be in windows of various businesses around town.
“You can read the

story by following the
route of participating
businesses where you
will stop to read a few
pages of the ongoing
story that will be posted
in a front window,” she
says. “There will be a

dozen stops along the
way and participants
can enjoy the walk anytime of the day as long
as they pick up the story
walk instructions and
map at the Public Library
during
open
hours.”
Gutowski
adds,
“Come back in to the library to fill out a comment card and enter
your name in a draw to
win an awesome prize.
Get out, get some fresh
air, get some exercise,
and get reading!”
The library is open
Monday-Thursday from
10:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.
and on Saturday from
10:00 a.m. until 5:00 p.m.

Seann Bruneau
“I
really
don’t
know. I can’t think of
anything.”

Micah Ferguson
“Something
that
makes my family special? Well, we all love
each other and get
along. We go to the
MRC for fun and play
badminton,
soccer
and sometimes football.”

Three local students from Roland Michener Secondary School were recently nominated for the provincial Indigenous Shining Student Award. Amanda Keats, wellness coach, says 60 students across
Alberta were nominated for the award.
“The award recognizes Indigenous youth who demonstrate leadership and inspire others,” she says.
“Ultimately, the student winner was from a secondary school in Red Deer, but being nominated is
such an accomplishment.”
Pictured (l. to r.) is Alanna Lightening-Fillion, Vaughn Beaulieu-Mercredi, and Heaven Brill-Fedorus.

Kids’ News from Smith School
Alexia
For the Lakeside Leader

Good morning everyone! This is Alexia and
Lucas reporting from
Smith School with Kids
News!
There is Archery

Jazlynn
Laboucan
“We always play
music together and
my sister in-law just
had her baby, my
niece. My family is always there for me.”

practice after school this
Monday.
There is a shrub club
meeting this Tuesday as
well as run club! All of
the administrators from
our school division are
at our school this Tuesday.

There is university
this Wednesday. After
school on Wednesday,
the woodworking students will be working on
finishing their projects.
The 2/3 and 6-9 students are swimming this
Thursday! Have fun ev-

eryone!
There is an assembly
this Friday and new
habit heroes will be announced.
That’s all for this
week! Have an awesome day!

Noah Pendrak
“We spend time together. I have no sisters and two brothers.”

Smith School students mostly (but not all!) turn out to cheer for the Edmonton Oilers.
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Town council notes
From Page 3

Sprucing up the procedures
bylaw
The town had been attempting to fix up the
procedures bylaw for some time, but one of the
procedures it calls for kept getting in the way.
This was the requirement for all seven councillors to be present to approve the necessary
changes.
The main thing needing changing, council
heard, was the clause limiting council members
to serving on three committees. It would be nice
if that were the case, said Warman (who sits on
probably half a dozen besides council), but it’s
not realistic.
Council gave the bylaw change the three required readings.

Council compensation
As required, council approved an updated version of the council compensation policy. No
changes in the numbers were proposed; that is
up to a committee, which is to be formed and to
do its business prior to the next election. This is
standard practice; the outgoing council makes
decisions so the incoming council doesn’t have
to.

‘Magic moment’ not here yet for
LED street lights
As requested, CAO Vance had a report for
council on the pros and cons of switching to LED
lights for all the town streetlights. This had been
recommended by ATCO Electric at a meeting
earlier in the year. The town has 800-odd street
lights, only 22 of which are LEDs. However, over
time, they will all end up LEDs, because ATCO is
replacing them as the older high-pressure sodium lights fail.
Payback on a complete switch to LEDs wouldn’t be that great, Vance said. Current annual
power cost for street lights is $226,616; with all
LEDs it would drop to $204,880. Vance’s calculation had it taking the town over 18 years to cover
the cost of the changeover from the money saved
on power bills. The main reason, Vance said, was
that only a small portion of the power bill is for
actual power consumption; the majority of it is
for other fixed costs which would be the same regardless of the lighting technology. The other
factor, he said, is “the HPS lights are actually
pretty efficient.”
“So wait and see?” asked mayor Warman.
That was Vance’s recommendation. Replacing
with LED lights might become more attractive,
given the likelihood of government credits for
such upgrades.
Said Warman: “There’s a magic moment to
jump off that train and I don’t think we’re quite
there yet.”

Bizarre behaviour blamed on medication
Slave Lake
Provincial court
April 19, 2017
Judge J.A. Watson
presiding
Maninder Saran appeared in court and pled
guilty to three charges,
including one count of
assault with a weapon,
one count of being in
possession of a weapon,
and one count of obstructing and resisting a
police officer.
Provincial Crown Attorney Petter Hurich
told the court that on
June 1, 2016, Slave Lake
RCMP received a complaint of a man causing a
disturbance at a local
construction site.
“Mr. Saran had been
in the area by the site
and had a BB gun that
looked like a real gun
from a distance and he
pointed it at the workers,” he said. “He then
went to a nearby school
and was knocking on
windows and yelling to
be let inside. The school
actually had to go into
lockdown for safety reasons.”
Officers found him
near the school and a
short standoff occurred.
“He was very agitated
and laughing hysterically at times,” he said.
“Mr. Saran pointed the
gun at himself and
pulled the trigger several times.”
Hurich added, “Eventually he dropped the
gun and RCMP tackled
him.”
Saran said the reason
for his bizarre behaviour
was that was on new
medication around the
time of the incident.

Judge Watson took that
into consideration, imposing a suspended sentence with two years of
probation.

*****
Set to be tried was
John Weeks, but he
changed his plea to
guilty for driving with a
blood alcohol level exceeding the legal limit at
the last minute. Hurich
said on June 19, 2016,
Slave Lake RCMP detained Weeks and he
blew over the legal limit.
Watson imposed a total
fine of $1,300 and a oneyear driving prohibition.

*****

Dolphus
Rolly
Noskiye pled guilty to
one count of breaching
probation. Hurich said
that Noskiye was released with “simple”
conditions that he report to a probation officer once out of custody,
which he didn’t end up
doing. Watson credited
Noskiye for seven days
served and imposed a
further
three
day

sentence.

*****

Sarah
Katelynn
Baron found out that
the past does indeed
catch up with you. She
pled guilty to two failing
to appear in court
charges dating back to
2012.
“Both
days
were
docket appearances,”
said Hurich.
Watson imposed a total fine of $390.

*****

Tyson Austin Oliver
pled guilty to possession
of a controlled substance. Federal Crown
Attorney
Cameron
McCoy said on Jan. 16,
2016, Slave Lake RCMP
saw Oliver drive out of a
local bar parking lot.
According to officers,
on top of driving in the
middle of the road and
turning without signaling, Oliver’s license
plate was not properly
visible.
When officers approached Oliver during
a traffic stop, they said
his eyes were half shut

and bloodshot.
“When asked for his license he threw it at
them,” said McCoy.
“When asked if he had
anything to drink, he initially said no but later
admitted to having one
drink and then changed
his story to having two
drinks.”
McCoy added, “Officers asked him to get
into the back of the
cruiser to take a
breathalyzer test. Before he got in the officer
patted him down to
make sure he wasn’t
carrying any weapons
and when he did the officer felt a bag which
turned out to be four
grams marijuana.”
Watson imposed a
conditional
discharge
that included 60 hours of
community service.
Nathaniel Chelick appeared on behalf of Oliver (who has since
moved back to Nova
Scotia) and said he
would be transferring
the file to the courts
there.
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By now all that nice
April snow has probably
disappeared. But as this
was being written, it was
still coming down, the
roof in the Slave Lake
Plaza was leaking like a

sieve and the people
who had just changed to
their summer tires were
cursing their bad timing.
On the other hand, the
moisture and cool temperature were kicking

the shite out of the wildfire hazard, not to mention keeping the mosquitoes at bay.
So there you go.

*****
Meanwhile, out on the
thin ice, word from the
fire department folks is
they helped a stranded
dog and the person (or
people) who were thinking of trying to rescue it
get back safely.

*****
Around 200 people will
be in town on the 28th and
29th of this month, we
hear, to take part in the
‘EMX 17’ training exercise hosted by the
Lesser Slave Lake Regional Fire Service. Fire
chief Jamie Coutts tells
us emergency management folks from as far
away as Medicine Hat
and High Level are taking part. There’ll be all
sorts of training courses
and mock scenarios, in-

cluding a big search and
rescue exercise.

*****
We got the dates for
the upcoming Slave
Lake pow wow wrong in
the April 12 edition of
The Leader. The proper
dates are July 21 – 23.
Sorry about that!

*****

Kevin Simpson was
in the other day to let us
know
his
daughter
Tessa’s play will be performed May 15 – 20 at
the Walterdale Theatre
in Edmonton. It’s called
Portrait of a Family
Dinner and is one of two
winners
in
the
Walterdale’s ‘From Cradle to Stage’ program for
encouraging new or
up-and-coming
playwrights. So if you’re in
the city on any of those
dates….

bringing something to
our attention from the
April 12 ‘Commentary’
page. In the column entitled ‘What does retirement look like if you
haven’t saved?’ author
Steve Burke of Practical Money Skills talks
about a maximum retirement
benefit
of
$2,153 per month (starting at age 62). This didn’t
sound right to Charlotte,
so she called and asked
if we had contact info for
Mr. Burke. A bit of online
searching turned up the
answer: his information
was about the U.S., not
Canada.

*****
How many coffee cans
does it take to catch all
the drips in a leaky roof?
Answer: more than we

had at The Leader last
week, but adding our
garbage cans we managed to catch most of it.
Not counting what was
running down the walls.
Who invented those
stupid flat roofs anyway? Somebody who
lived in a desert, probably. The building The
Leader is in leaks every
single year. And every
single year the owner
has somebody up there
re-tarring
it.
Now
there’s a new owner.
We’ve got news for you;
it doesn’t work! Put a
pitch on the doggone
thing and the problem is
solved.
In the meantime,
we’re drinking as much
coffee as we can to create more drip-catchers.

*****
Thanks to Charlotte
from Canyon Creek for

It’s not exactly the lake… but at least it’s liquid

ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS - SLNFC closed
meetings Wed. at 8:00 p.m. 416 6 Ave. N.E. St. Peter’s Ecumenical Church Open meetings Sat. at 8:00
p.m. 508 7 St. S.E. Closed meetings Tues. 8:00 p.m.
and Fri. at 8:00 p.m. at Abundant Life Worship Centre. Last meeting of the month an open meeting anyone is welcome. Call 780-849-3989 or 780-805-1356
for more info.
HOSPITAL AUXILIARY - Meets the last Tues.
of every month 7:00 p.m. at the hospital. New members welcome. Contact membership coordinator
Dianne Cofer 780-849-2453.
NARCOTICS ANONYMOUS - Narcotics Anonymous Slave Lake Inn and Conference Centre, Mon.
and Thurs., 8:00 p.m. For more info. call 780-843-5950
or 780-843-5064.
ROTARY CLUB - Meets every Tues. morning
7:00 a.m. at the Holiday Inn Express.
SLAVE LAKE NATIVE FRIENDSHIP CENTRE - Clothing bank Mon. to Thurs. from 9:00 a.m.
to 4:00 p.m. and Fri. 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. Soup and
bannock every Fri. in Jan. and Feb., 11:30 a.m. - 1:00
p.m. For more info. call 780-849-3039.
ROYAL PURPLE - General Meetings every
third Tues. of the month. New members welcome.
Contact Annellen at 780-849-5507 or Marlene at
780-849-4983 for more info.
THE ANIMAL RESCUE COMMITTEE OF
SLAVE LAKE - Please call 780-849-3225.
THE KINETTE CLUB OF SLAVE LAKE - A

community service group looking for new members. Supper meetings the 3rd Thurs. of each
month. Call April Garon 780-849-1669.
ROYAL CANADIAN LEGION - Bingo every
Tues., doors open at 6 p.m., early bird at 6:50 p.m.
Darts (Thurs. 7:30 p.m. start) and Cribbage (Fri. 7
p.m. start) resume that same week. We are open ½
hour prior to those events. Call Carol 780-805-1513
or Beth 780-849-1342 for more info.
SLAVE LAKE ELKS - Every second Wed. from
5:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. New members welcome. Call
780-849-6700.
COMMUNITY CHRISTIAN CENTRE - Meets
Sundays, 10:30 a.m. - 612 6 St. SE. Call 780-849-4993
for info.
ST. PETER’S ECUMENICAL CHURCH - Services at 10:30 a.m.
ABUNDANT LIFE WORSHIP CENTRE - Sun.,
9:00 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. service, youth night, 6:30
p.m. Celebrate Recovery every Thurs., 7:30 p.m. For
more info. call 780-849-4208 or go to
www.alwc.church.
SEVENTH DAY ADVENTIST - Meets Sat. in
Slave Lake 10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. at St. Peter’s Ecumenical Church, 508 7 St. S.E. Please come and let’s
worship together. Contact Iven at 780-708-2951 or
Rita at 780-843-6093.
VANDERWELL LODGE - Crib tournament
first Sat. of each month in rec. room, 1:00 - 3:00 p.m.
Snacks and refreshments. $3.00 to play. Everyone
welcome. Call: 780-849-2927.
SLAVE LAKE PIONEERS - 208 4 Ave. N. E.
Meeting first Thurs. of every month at 1:00 p.m.
Cribbage every second Thurs. of the month at 7:00
p.m. and last Sat. at 2:00 p.m. Floor curling Tues.
and Thurs. at 2:00 p.m. and pool every Mon., Wed.
and Fri. at 1:00 p.m. Contact Ed 780-849-5387.
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REGIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL ACTION
COMMITTEE (REAC) - Meets every two
months in Joussard. Meetings open. For info. on
local environmental initiatives and for car pooling call Jule at 780-805-1709.
ROTARY CLUB PUBLIC LIBRARY - The
Rotary Club of Slave Lake Public Library offers
many exciting programs for ages 1-17 with special activities happening almost every month!
Please check online or come into the library for a
specific and updated calendar of events. If you
have any questions please call 780-849-5250.
SLAVE LAKE ALANON FAMILY GROUPS
- Wed. at 8:00 p.m., SLNFC, 416 6 Ave. N.E., for
those affected by someone else’s drinking. Contacts: Dave 780-849-2114, Donna 780-843-5300.
Email: slavelakeafg@gmail.com
PARENT LINK CENTRE - A learning centre
for children aged birth to five. Programs run
Mon. to Fri. Upstairs of the Community Christian Centre 612 6 St. S.E. All programs free!
Please call 780-849-4103.
SLAVE LAKE WESLEYAN CHURCH - 321 5
St. N.W. Sunday School 9:45 a.m., Worship Service, 11 a.m., Evening Service, 7 p.m. On Wed,
service, 7 p.m., and Fri., Youth Group, 7 p.m. Everyone welcome.
TOPS - Meetings are Thurs. nights 6:00 p.m. 6:30 p.m., weigh-ins are 6:30 p.m. - 7:00 p.m. at Alliance Church. If you have any questions please
contact
babs08@hotmail.com
or
call
780-805-1265.
KEYANO CENTRE SWAN HILLS - Is having a crib tournament May 6. Register 10:00 a.m.
at the Keyano Centre, Swan Hills. $20 per person. For more infor. call Phyllis Webster at
333-2100 (day) or 333-5559 (cell).
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Science is never settled: we continuously learn more
To the Editor:

Re: Science is not
about consensus: it’s
about observable facts,
by Kevin Avram on the
Aprl 12 Lakeside Leader
Letters page:
How observable are
the increased floods,
more powerful fires, extreme winds and shifting biological zones
around the world? Our
new climate is not only

being observed by scientists, but suffered by all
of
humanity,
and
animals as well.
It’s super to have a
conversation about science. In this article,
however, the author
takes offense at the label, ‘climate change denier’, yet comes up with
another one, ‘climate
alarmist’. The saddest
thing is that denying
that climate change is
affected by humans is

actually affecting the
science itself! In being
sensitive to the fact that
their research has been
attacked, climate scientists err on the side of
‘caution’ and the estimates and models of our
changing climate are actually way low.
This ‘debate’ has
brought on an era of positive feedback loops,
where the warming climate is speeding up
‘natural’ effects like the

methane bubbles ready
to pop under the melting
permafrost. Methane is
about 30 times more
powerful than carbon
dioxide as a greenhouse
gas.
Science is never settled: we continuously
learn more and understand better. Only 500
years later do we understand that when Indigenous peoples living in
the Americas stopped
performing annual con-

trolled burns to maintain their gorgeous tailored landscape, a ‘mini
ice age’ hit Europe.
(They stopped maintaining the landscape when
90 per cent of them died
from European diseases.)
The tobacco and asbestos industries had
plenty
of
scientists
swearing in court that
their products were perfectly safe. Now that we
have the Koch brothers

lobbying in Alberta
(since 2011), there is
probably money to go
around for those who
are willing to ‘see things
differently’.
There are not actually
two sides to this story,
but many sides; those
few who are determined
not to observe facts can
duke it out with the next
Beast.
Jule Asterisk
Slave Lake, AB

Federal pot plan pushes legalization too far, too fast
To the Editor:

Last week, Prime
Minister Trudeau tabled
Bill C-46, his new legislation to legalize marijuana and repeated the
claim that he wants to
keep pot out of the
hands of kids. Let’s be
clear, Prime Minister
Trudeau’s plan to legalize marijuana is a promise to pot smokers, not
parents.
Bill C-46 doesn’t contain any solutions to ad-

dress the harms of marijuana use and only
raises more questions.
For example: How will
Prime Minister Trudeau
make it safe for kids, for
motorists,
for
workplaces?
What are the costs of
legalization? And does
the Prime Minister have
any plan to work with
municipalities and provinces or will he just
download all the responsibility for implementation and enforcement to

them?
If the age of possession is set at 18, and the
medical
community
says it’s not safe for people under the age of 25,
how are our kids protected from the adverse
effects?
How will the issue of
roadside testing be addressed and what direction is being given to police forces across the
country to deal with
marijuana possession
and driving?

Is legalization really
going to take the criminal element out of pot
sales?
The Liberals also
claim that legalization is
necessary is because
Canada’s youth are
smoking more pot than
ever. This isn’t even
true.
The Canadian Centre
for Substance Abuse
says that for youth ages
15-24 marijuana use has
dropped from 33 per
cent to 24 per cent be-

cause programs to encourage kids to stop using marijuana have been
working.
It is also alarming that
the Liberals are pushing
legalization
through
with no consideration of
the serious health risks
of marijuana including
psychosis, schizophrenia, anxiety, depression,
addiction, and respiratory effects.
These health issues
will not only have a detrimental impact the indi-

vidual user but also
their spouses, children
and the health care
system.
I support the Conservative Party’s responsible approach to make
minor marijuana possession a ticketable offence. This is a position
that has been adopted
by the Canadian Association of Chiefs of Police.
Arnold Viersen, MP
Peace River – Westlock

What does Trudeau think Syria will look like without Assad?
To the Editor:

Vietnam War veteran
John Kerry’s testimony
before the Senate foreign relations committee, April 22, 1971 should
be required reading for
Justin Trudeau. I suggest it should be required reading as well
for anyone who agrees

with Trudeau’s contemplated military adventures in Ukraine and
Latvia and his premature musings about
Syria’s weapons of mass
destruction.
Kerry
famously
asked, “How do you ask
a man to be the last man
to die for a mistake?”
I ask Trudeau: How

can you ask any Canadian to die in defense of
a Ukraine government
that came to power after
a US-organized overthrow and has been replaced by a government
of
unabashed
Nazi
supporters?
Syria has been accused of two serious
Sarin attacks on its own

people. The first one was
on Aug 21 2013 and the
last one on April 4 2017.
Now both of these attacks have been discredited, the first one by Seymour Hurst and the second by Theodore Postol,
Professor Emeritus of
Science,
Technology,
and National Security
Policy, Massachusetts

Institute of Technology.
Trudeau says the path
to peace in Syria doesn’t
include Assad. Trudeau
should be asked to give
us one example that
would give us reason to
be optimistic about removing Syria’s President. In this century the
United States (often
with Canada’s help or

approval) has overthrown governments in
Afghanistan,
Iraq,
Libya, Ukraine, Haiti,
Honduras and Brazil.
Given this record, what
does Trudeau think
Syria will look like once
we rid the world of
Bashar al-Assad?
Bev Currie,
Swift Current, Sask.
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Crafts and
cookies
While
parents
shopped around at
the All Seasons Market last weekend,
youngsters
were
able to decorate
Easter-themed
sugar cookies. Pictured left is Leah
Lovequest
with
daughter Eva with
their festive treats.
On the right are two
kiddies
(who’s
name we forgot to
get) putting the final
touches on their
cookies.
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What’s new with the brew:
local beer maker going bigger
Joe McWilliams
Lakeside Leader

‘What kind of a brewer
doesn’t have beer?’
That’s a question (rhetorical) that has been
heard around town from
grumpy customers of
Slave Lake’s Dog Island
Brewing Co. The answer
is a small-capacity producer, whose product
sells out the day it becomes available. Or the
day after.
But that’s about to
change!
“We’ve ordered our
big
brewery,”
says
co-owner Chad Paulson.
“It’ll be here Monday,”
says his partner Ben
Fiddler. (And in fact has
now arrived - or at least
partly arrived.)
The new system will
have 10 times the capacity of the current one –
about 1,700 litres per
batch. So instead of being open only every
other Friday or so, Dog
Island Brewing will be
open every week – as
well as supplying retail
customers,
special
events and even ship-

ping some of its product
to a liquor supply outfit
in Edmonton.
“We plan on canning
too,” says Paulson.
The portion of the new
system that arrived last
week – called the ‘brew

“We plan on
canning too.” Dog Island
Brewing
co-owner Chad
Paulson.
house,’ will not take that
long to set up. Other
components, including a
boiler, will trickle in over
the next couple of
months. The two owners
plan on doing all the installation. They figure
it’ll take at least two
months to get it going.
The plan is to keep the
smaller brewing system.
“It’ll be our test brewery,” says Paulson.
Last week when The
Leader visited, the air
was full of the aroma of a
new batch on the brew.

The cooler was stocked
with kegs filled with
product ordered for the
Kinette’s beer bash and
another special event.
The batch in process
should be available
sometime pretty soon –
check
out
DIB’s
Facebook page for the
announcement.
These are pretty good
times for the Alberta
craft brewing business.
It has a lot of catching up
to do, but apparently the
market is there. Recent
moves by the provincial
government in favour of
Alberta producers have
helped, Paulson says.
This was criticized as
protectionism in a recent opinion column in
this newspaper – and
supported on the Letters page last week.
Paulson says it simply
levels the playing field.
It has long been easier
for brewers in other
provinces to enter the
Alberta market than
vice versa, he says. For
example, “For us to go to
Saskatchewan – we’re
paying a dollar a litre.”

Another view of the Dog Island Brewing brew house, in the shop last week and
partly asssembled.

No local improvement levy
for 5th and 5th NE
Joe McWilliams
Lakeside Leader

The Town of Slave Lake has a plan
to do pavement and sidewalks on a
worn-out, ‘L’-shaped piece of 5th St.
and 5th Ave. NE this year. The question before council at its April 18
meeting was how to raise the money
to pay for it.
The local improvement levy formula calls for 45 per cent of the cost
to be borne by benefitting landowners. That would double some of their
tax bills, warned town project manager Doug Baird, presenting the
report.

One of the alternatives Baird presented was to cap the levy at $30 per
metre, which would raise $96,000 (as
opposed to the $427,000 that would
be raised in the 45 per cent scenario), or about 10 per cent of the estimated cost.
Mayor Tyler Warman wasn’t a big
fan of this approach, because he said
since the residents could still petition it down, the town would likely go
ahead and do the job anyway and be
left holding the bag for what would
normally be he residents’ portion.
Others thought it was okay.
Please see Page 13
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And the winners are......!

Citizen of the Year

Lifetime Volunteer Award

Winning the 2016 Citizen of the Year award this year was TinaMarie Ritter
(left), whose nominator cited her outstanding efforts over the past year (and
before) on behalf of the Girl Guides. The list of other present and past volunteer roles she’s taken on is long and impressive. ‘She is an outstanding citizen!’ says her nominator. The award was presented by Slave Lake Native
Friendship Centre Executive Director Jamie Linington at the volunteer
awards banquet at the Friendship Centre on April 22. Co-sponsoring the
event and the two major awards were the Friendship Centre, the Town of
Slave Lake and the Lakeside Leader.

Long-time Slave Lake businessman and community builder Gordon Ferguson (left) was honoured with the latest Lifetime Volunteer Award at the
Friendship Centre’s volunteer awards banquet on April 23. An emotional Ferguson – who evidently was not expecting any award – talked about coming
here 40 years ago “for two years,” and falling in love with the place. His nominator mentioned all the musical volunteering he does these days, as well as
years of serving on boards, councils and in particular spending time brightening the lives of seniors in the community. Presenting the award is
Lakeside Leader editor Joe McWilliams.

Homelessness the hot topic at latest Business
Support Network meeting
Katrina Owens
Lakeside Leader

The Slave Lake Business Support Network
hosted its 11th meeting
last week.
Slave Lake Native
Friendship
Centre
(SLNFC) Executive Director Jamie Linington
spoke about local homelessness
and
the

SLNFC’s efforts to eradicate rural homelessness.
“We’re behind where
we want to be at this
point,” she said. “There
was an election recently
and when that happens
the funding gets put on
hold. We were put back
about a year and a half –
I had to make some
tough decisions this

Local
improvement
levy axed
From Page 12

Last year, council had
considered
–
and
seemed prepared to go
ahead with – abandoning the local improvement levy concept entirely. In place of it was
suggested a system by
which all residents pay a
road rehab levy, year in
and year out. From this
money, roads would be
fixed up according to a
priority system. However, for whatever reason, that proposal languished and was never

Philip Lokken

approved.
Until last week.
One advantage of the
general levy is work
could get done as funds
permitted, without the
jobs getting petitioned
down. That has hap-

year between hiring a
Housing
First
co-ordinator and hiring
security to run our Mat
program.”
Linington added, “Our
Mat program ran this
year – I truly believe we
are saving lives by doing
this. Before it started
we’ve would come to the
office in the morning
and find people sleeping

at our door. Sometimes
we didn’t know if they
were alive or dead because
they
were
freezing.”
According
to
Linington,
situations
such as those put a
strain on the local
healthcare system, police detachment and
cause the Friendship
centre to have liability

pened, with the result
the streets just got
worse.
Warman said “it’s a
better way – a certain
amount not tied to assessment.”
Councillors Mark Missal and Phil Lokken said
they didn’t like it.
“So what do we do,”
asked Warman, “if it comes in $96,000 short (because it’s petitioned
down at the $30/metre
rate)? Do we shelve it?”
“It’s a problem with
democracy,”
said
Lokken.
Councillor Ferguson
suggested “stretching”
the capital plan to reduce the per/year costs.
“Some are in pretty

bad shape,” countered
Baird.
“You could wait until
they turn to gravel,” said
Vance.
Council
eventually
went with the general
road levy, which means
the directly benefitting
folks on 5th and 5th will
pay a lot less than they
would have under the local improvement levy
system, and every one
else in town will contribute their share as well.
The motion passed by a
4 – 2 vote.
A second motion was
to proceed with the actual work, which passed
by a 5 – 1 vote, with Missal opposed.

issues.
“We know money
talks, so we decided to
track one guy for three
months – $35,000 – that’s
what it cost just for a
hospital bed and the
nurse,” she said. “At the
Mat program we provide them with essential
needs – food, shelter,water – and we can do an
assessment on them. I
truly believe we are saving lives.”
Though
homelessness does a play a part in
straining
social
resources, Linington says
it can also play a negative role around businesses.
“I can remember
when I use to have more
of a nightlife, I had to
use RBC when I am with
Scotiabank because the
ATM
doors
were
locked,” she said. “Over
time those bank fees
would add up and that’s
just for me.”
Brittany Giesbrecht,
president of the Slave
Lake and District Chamber of Commerce and
owner
of
Thrive
Wellness, was curious

Jamie Linington

how businesses could
show their support.
“Lobby your provincial and federal government!” said Linington.
“Show that this issue
does affect you as a business owner here in rural
Alberta.”
Another piece of advice Linington gave attendees was to really
think about where their
sponsorship funds are
going.
“What’s more important? Enough sumo soccer,” she chuckled. “You
need to think about the
social return on investments.”
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Big bash planned this year
for Widewater Sports Days
Joe McWilliams
Lakeside Leader

The
area’s
longest-running sports festival goes again this year
at Widewater, June 9 11. Known since 1959 as
Widewater Sports Days,
it features men’s baseball
and
mixed
slowpitch tournaments,
along with other entertaining and fun stuff.
“We’re tying it to the
Canada 150 theme,”
says chief organizer
Harry Bartlett, of the
Widewater Athletic Association.
What’s that mean?
Well, for one thing, no
entry fee (at the gate)
for the first time in 58
years. Come one, come
all. Camp by the lake,
watch some ball games.
Play some ball games!
Play bingo! Play horse-

shoes. Whatever you
like.
Did somebody say
bingo?
“The Legion is coming out with their mobile
bingo,” says Bartlett.
“It’ll be in the complex.”
Another group getting
involved for the first
time also is the Northern Lights 4-H Club. It
plans to run a horseshoe
competition, “and other
things to help us,” Bartlett says. “They’re talking about a dunk tank.”
The centrepiece of
Widewater Sports is the
men’s baseball tournament. Ideal would be six
teams, Bartlett says.
He’s got two committed
from Edmonton so far,
and is pretty certain
about another couple
from this area.
“I’m optimistic,” he

says.
Recruitment
of
slowpitch teams for both
competitive
and
non-competitive tournaments hasn’t started
yet, but usually works
out well enough.
“Call me!” says Bartlett 780-805-0482.
One thing Bartlett
says he’s been hearing
is that if prize money
were
higher,
more
teams would enter. So
the decision has been
made to up the entry fee
(for men’s ball at least)
and consequently the
prize payouts.
On the minor ball side,
Bartlett says the association welcomes any entries. There won’t be entry fees, but the opportunity is definitely there to
squeeze in some games.
There you have it.

We ran out of space on Page 6 so here it is: Smith School student Kayle
with her bullseye at an archery tournament in Thorhild. Nice going!

File photo
Cody Sinclair of the Slave Lake Cardinals tries to wallop one over the lilacs in
the 2015 Widewater Sports Days baseball tournament.

Soccer supporters
Pitching in to help minor soccer was the Landon Persson Memorial fund,
with a donation of $1,000. Presenting the donation are Lacey Gramlich and
Coralee Persson, with their kids Madison, Bree, Parker and Logan. Accepting for minor soccer is Tasha Albert.

The skateboard park got busy as soon as the snow melted last week.
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Improve physical and mental health by trying ‘savasana’ pose
Katrina Owens
Lakeside Leader

Similar to last week’s
pose, Lori Whitby of
Slave Lake Smiling Dog
Yoga says ‘savasana’ isn’t as simple as it looks.
“This is another pose
that looks easy but in reality is one of the hardest because it asks you
to slow down and be
still,” she says. “It is total relaxation without

sleeping but also not allowing your mind to
wander.”
Whitby says start by
lying on your back with
your knees bent. Lift the
hips and draw the buttocks towards the feet to
lengthen your spine.
“Straighten your legs
and let your feet fall naturally out to the sides.
Draw your shoulders
away from your ears and

tuck
you
shoulder
blades underneath you
so they feel like they are
lying flat, then relax
your arms out to the
sides with palms facing
up,” she says. “Relax the
muscles in your forehead, between your eyes
and your jaw; even remove your tongue from
the roof of your mouth.
Slowly move that relaxation down through

Smiling Dog Yoga instructor Karine Jacob demonstrating ‘savasana’.

PRAX Enterprises of Slave Lake recently donated $250 to Slave Lake Minor
Soccer to help that organization reduce its user fees. Presenting the
cheque for PRAX is Jody Klatchuk, left, to Tasha Albert from the minor soccer board.

every muscle in the
body. Place your attention on your breath as
your practice letting go
of your thoughts and
find
complete
relaxation.”
Whitby adds, “Place
this pose at the end of
your yoga practice and
hold for five-10 minutes.
To come out, gently roll
onto your right side for a
couple of breaths then

use your arms and
hands to press yourself
up (Don’t heave yourself
up after taking the time
to relax your whole
body).”
Modifications
and
Props:
A yoga bolster or
rolled up blanket under
the knees makes this
pose feel great, especially if you feel any discomfort in your low
back. If you are experiencing a pinch in the low
back, lie with your knees

bent and feet on the
ground slightly wider
than your hips and let
the knees fall into each
other.
Benefits:
Calming and balancing for all the systems in
the body. Reduces headache, fatigue, and insomnia. Helps to lower
blood pressure. Practicing this every day conditions the body to release
stress and can improve
your sense of well-being.
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REAL ESTATE TALK
with Julie Brandle

Eye catching curb appeal ideas that won’t break
your budget this spring
Julie Brandle
For the Lakeside Leader

How Important is Curb Appeal
You Ask? Most Buyers today look at
photos/videos online first and then
drive by the home, if the pictures excite them. And, if You are Selling
Your Home this Season, we want
them to be excited! A little love in
the yard can go a long way -–Landscaping is important to Curb Appeal
as the whole picture will be the First
Impression. So get out the pruning
shears and cut back old growth, put
your Christmas decorations that
were frozen to your lawn for the last
4 months – away. Put away your
hose, add colour with perennials, fix
the yellow spots in the lawn, refresh
landscaping rocks or bark mulching
or create an outdoor seating area
with a simple bench and some decorative stones. For the Home, you’ll
want to pressure wash dirty siding
or stucco, fix or replace hanging siding or shingle pieces, replace torn
screens/windows
or
shutters. Another eye
catching way to make
the Front Entrance the
focal point is to Glam up
the Front Door. Fix any
rotten trim, repair loose
railings, make sure your
doorbell works and if it’s
in your budget – replace
the front door with a coloured one. I often hear

New man at the helm for
town rec facilities
Katrina Owens

buyers refer to the house “with the
Red Door” – it’s something that they
will remember! I rember reading
somewhere that houses with Red
Doors Sell Faster than ones that
don’t – but I’m not sure that there is
actual science behind that statement. Colourful potted or hanging
plants also make the home look inviting. House numbers are important
when buyers are driving around as
well, so make sure yours can be
found – especially if there are more
than one home for sale on your
street. You want the buyer to go to
the correct address! Most of these
items aren’t very expensive if you do
them yourself, however if you don’t
feel you have the “green thumb”,
hire it out to someone that does and
it will pay itself back when you get
that offer!
For more info on selling your
home call us at Royal LePage
Progressive Realty. Helping You is
What We Do!™

Lakeside Leader

There’s a new man in
town making sure all the
parks and facilities are
in tip top shape and his
name is Derek Starnes.
“I’m responsible for
the multi-rec centre,
government centre and
town office, the library,
pool and then all the
parks,
playgrounds,
paths and the cemetery,” he says. “It’s a
very big profile!”
Starnes arrived in
Slave Lake late in 2016
after accepting the new
role at the Town.
“I got here back in October so around five
months ago,” he says.
“It’s been very busy –
much busier than I expected but it’s good. The
community is great and
full of volunteers who
help out.”
Starnes
originally
hails from a small town
in Saskatchewan called
Turtleford. He has a
Bachelor of Arts Degree

Derek Starnes

in
Science
and
Kinesiology from the
University of Saskatchewan.
“It’s a very small town
and similar to Slave
Lake along with the
weather,” he laughs.
Starnes had been
working down in Edson
for the Parks and Rec
department
in
Yellowhead County before taking a career
break and working in the
oil patch.
“I decided I didn’t like
it very much so I wanted
to get back into parks
and rec,” he says. “The

job was posted online
and I know a few people
from Slave Lake because of the oilfield so I
heard good things.”
Starnes made the
move with his wife Marie-Lynn and daughter
Mckynlee.
“My wife just got a job
working for Tri-Council
and my daughter is
meeting lots of kids her
age,” he says. “We’re all
getting settled and the
job is going great. So far
so good.”
When he’s not working, Starnes says you’ll
find him being active
and playing various
sports.
“Sports are pretty
much my whole life,” he
says. “I’m either watching or playing any sort of
sport there is. There is a
possibility of me helping
coach minor league
baseball here – that’s
one way how I want to
get involved. I have all
my coaches certificates…I’m a sports
nut!”

Slave Lake Lakeside Leader, Wednesday, April 26, 2017

17

M.D. council shares concerns with provincial association reps
Joe McWilliams
Lakeside Leader

So….what’s on your
minds?
That was the question
a trio of Alberta Association of Municipal Districts and Counties officials had for M.D. of
Lesser Slave River
councillors on April 12.
Councillors were not shy
about sharing some is-

sues that trouble them.
For example: lack of
clarity on aboriginal consultation, conversion of
farmland
back
to
wetlands, funding for rural schools and licensing
fees on ATVs.
Consultation presents
all sorts of headaches
for municipalities when
it comes to approving
projects on Crown land.

“It seems like it’s
run amok on us.” reeve Murray Kerik.
And it appears the provincial government isn’t
helping much.
“It seems like it’s run
amok on us,” said reeve
Murray Kerik.
“They need to have an
arbitration
process,”

said councillor Mike
Skrynyk. “For example,
we may have 80 per cent
support and can’t go
ahead (with a project).
It’s a very flawed process.”
“There has to be some
leadership from government,” said councillor
Brad Pearson. “Business will go elsewhere.”
Fresh in council’s

minds (but not specifically mentioned at the
meeting) was the case of
a local business that had
applied to the M.D. for
permission to set up a
storage yard on Crown
land near the landfill at
Wagner. Thanks to the
objections of a First Nation on the other end of
the lake, this was held
up.

Another
process
that’s not going the way
some would like is the integrated
watershed
management plan, proposed by the Lesser
Slave
Watershed
Council.
“We’re spinning our
wheels,” said councillor
Brad Pearson, without
elaborating.
Please see Page 18

Ask an Accountant

Overtime hours and
overtime pay in Alberta
Francesca Giroux, CPA
For the Lakeside Leader

Most employees are entitled to overtime pay.
To determine the basic overtime, it is calculated
as all hours worked in excess of eight hours a day
or 44 hours per week. Overtime hours are calculated on both a weekly and a daily basis, with the
higher of the two numbers being the overtime
hours for that particular week. For example, Susan is an employee who is entitled to basic overtime; she worked nine hours each day from Monday to Thursday this week for a total of 36 hours.
If overtime were calculated only on a weekly basis Susan would not be eligible for overtime pay
as her hours worked did not exceed 44. However,
since overtime hours are calculated on a daily
basis as well, Susan would have four hours of
overtime based on the information above, as she
worked one hour over the eight hours each day
for four days. In most cases all overtime hours
must be paid at a rate of at least one and a half
times the employee’s regular wage rate. This not
only includes hourly employees but employees
who are paid on a weekly monthly or annual salary, unless overtime hours are accrued under an
overtime agreement.
There are certain professionals to whom the
overtime hours and pay do not apply. Some common examples are: professionals (i.e. architects,
accountants, dentists, engineers, lawyers, optometrists, veterinarians, etc.); licensed salespersons of real estate; and salespersons of automobiles, trucks, heavy duty equipment, etc. In
addition there are certain industries to which different overtime rules apply. For example, in the
trucking industry overtime is incurred after 10
hours a day and 50 hours a week. In the logging
and surveying industries, overtime occurs after
10 hours a day or 191 hours per month. Oil well
servicing daily hours are 12 and the monthly
hours before overtime is calculated is also 191
hours per month.
For more detailed information on employment
standards or overtime hours please contact Employment
Standards
Contact
Centre
1-877-427-3731.
Please
e-mail
your
questions
to
frankie@nashgirouxllp.ca.
Information provided is of a general nature.
As each individual or company’s situation is
unique, you may wish to consult with your CPA
for information specific to your own needs.

Across
1. Package delivery outfit,
commonly
4. Poetic contraction
7. Big wheel in Hyderabad
11. Put up your dukes for
practice
12. Ship of Greek myth
13. Sits up against
15. Northern Alberta spring
weather event
17. Lone Ranger sidekick
18. Spring month in Montreal
19. Type of fishing boat
21. Tree creature of Middle
Earth
22. Ernie, who shot 83 in the
third round of the Masters

Down
1. Tim with a turban, Former
PC member for
Edmonton-Sherwood Park
2. French capital
3. ‘Mister,’ in Mumbai
4. Shanahan of Slave Lake
5. Spengler and Krenz
6. Mike ___, of ‘Dirty Jobs’
7. Squealer
8. Aussie shorthand for a
native person
9. Gardeners hate it
10. Envelope abbreviation
11. No different

23. They intersect sts.
24. Width of a cutting groove
27. Holy femme, for short
28. Hole drillers
30. Carrier of cultural ideas,
per Richard Dawkins
33. Its streets are filled with
rubble, according to Bob
Dylan
36. Nasty African virus
38. Middle Eastern liquor
39. ‘Gosh!’
40. Anthem opener
41. Boyish pranks
43. Born Free lioness
45. Horse-racing wager
places, for short
46. Writer by hand
48. ‘Pride’ acronym, one letter
short

50. Tortoise opponent, in
legend
51. Stanley Gardner of legal
fiction
53. Ellis, of the ’67 Leafs
56. Crow communication
58. ‘Clack, Clack, Moo’ author
Cronin
60. Portuguese grandfather
61. Essential acid
64. Spring phenomenon much
looked forward to
66. Colours
67. ‘Ah so’
68. Suffix with ‘Winder’
69. Notion in Nantes
70. Linemen/receivers, for
short
71. Mich. Neighbour

12. Same old, same old
14. Drunkard
16. Standardized test for
would-be lawyers
20. One of Hollywood’s ‘Big
Five’
25. Before, to Keats
26. Kick again?
27. Andrej of the Oilers
28. Busy insects
29. Chunk of bacon or
concrete
30. Angry
31. Characteristic periods
32. Herald of spring, in verse
34. Curved moulding
35. Gibson or Zachary

37. Alternative affirmatives
42. Paul or Elton
44. Variant form of a 49-Down
47. You made it, you lie in it
49. Siskel, but not Ebert
51. Rub out
52. José of the 2014 Blue Jays
53. Black croaker
54. Out in the open
55. Many a winning margin, at
Northlands Park
56. Cougar, for one
57. To me, to lui
59. Leave out
62. Born, in wedding ads
63. Sugary suffix
65. ‘Love’ in Lleida
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M.D. gab
session
From Page 17

“It’s helpful to hear
that,” said AAMD&C
president Al Kemmere.
He added, “The government is reviewing the
consultation
process.
But (they) have limited
jurisdiction.”
In other words, it’s
federal.
Kemmere added that
“the disputes are getting
bigger, and it’s not only
on Crown land.”
On the movement to
reclaim farmland and
turn it into wetland,
Skrynyk said the proponents of that are “painting the whole province
with the same brush.”

AAMD&C president
Al Kemmere

What might work for the
south certainly won’t
work for the north, was
what he seemed to be
saying.
Kemmere noted, however, there is significant
‘pushback’ on the issue.
When it comes to efforts to look after species at risk, councillor
Pearson said there

should also be pushback.
Kemmere agreed:
“If it keeps going the
way it is, we’re going to
sterilize so much land –
caribou up here and
other species down
south.”
Referring to the possibly impact of caribou
preservation on the forest products industry,
Pearson said if industrial tax base is lost,
other ratepayers are going to have to pick up the
slack.
Councillor
Darren
Fulmore brought up the
matter of funding for rural schools. It’s a matter
of economic development, he said.
Kemmere agreed.
“Our
communities
suffer,” he said, when
they lose their schools.

County council holds line on
municipal tax rate
Richard Froese

third readings this
week.
“There will be no
significant changes
to the budget,” said
CAO Roy Brideau.
However, Brideau
advised council that
a significant decrease in linear assessment revenue would have to be
made up somehow.
“We’re in a downward spiral
where we can’t recover the losses in
the last three years,” he said.
The county will make up the loss
from surplus, Brideau added.
Brideau suggested council needs
to review costs and how the county
provides programs and services.

“We’re in a
For the Lakeside Leader
downward spiral
where we can’t
The tax rate in Big
recover
the losses in
Lakes County will rethe
last
three
years.”
main the same as last
year. County council
gave first reading to the tax rate bylaw at its April 12 meeting.
Acting reeve David Marx called it,
“really good,” that the county managed to hold the line.
On the other hand, the school and
seniors’ portion of the tax bills have
gone up this year.
“These rates are not controlled by
the county,” said Big Lakes’ director
of
corporate
services
Mark
Schonken.
The bylaw is due for second and
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Dog limit in Big Lakes County closer to being dropped
Richard Froese
For the Lakeside Leader

Dogs are to be allowed
in hamlets in any numbers an owner wishes
under
a
proposed
amendment to the animal control bylaw in Big
Lakes County. The
amendment moved one
step closer to reality
when county council
gave it second reading
at its Mar. 15 meeting.
Final
reading
was
deferred.
Providing some background on the issue,

county planning and development officer Pat
Olansky said in a report
when it comes to complaints, dog numbers
per property aren’t usually the problem.
“It has been the experience of the animal control officer that dog complaints are not generally
associated with the
number per household,”
she said in a written report for council.
Feral and aggressive
dogs are a problem, and
the new bylaw adds a
procedure allowing the

“This is made for
one per cent of the
people. Most people don’t cause a
problem.” - Coun.
David Marx
animal control officer to
euthanize such animals,
if in his or her judgment
they are a threat to humans or livestock.
In the discussion on
the matter at the Mar. 15
meeting, several councillors expressed the
opinion that the pro-

posed bylaw is lengthy
(14 pages), with too
many details.
“Can’t we make this
simple?” asked councillor Dave Marx, suggesting something along the
lines of; “If you don’t
look after your dogs, we
will.”
Councillor
Ed
Podollan suggested that
the county, not lawyers,
make the rules.
However, reeve Ken
Matthews said the entire bylaw is required or
the county could be challenged in court.

Added councillor Ken
Killeen: “Lawyers are
trying to make rules to
keep us out of trouble.”
Despite the extensive
regulations, one councillor said most residents
comply.
“This is made for one
per cent of the people,”
Marx said. “Most people
don’t cause a problem.”
Managing that one
per cent should become
easier with the hiring of
a new bylaw officer. The
application
deadline
was Apr. 14.
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Council discusses land swap proposal pitched as ‘win-win-win’
Joe McWilliams
Lakeside Leader

It’s not entirely clear
how it would work (or if
it would work), but Slave
Lake town council has
an interesting proposal
to consider. It came
from Gordon Ferguson,
representing
the
Koinonia
Christian
School.
That school, council
heard at its Apr. 18
meeting, is looking for
room to expand. It has
its eye on the former
Fish & Wildlife building
and land on 4th St. N.E.

Ferguson had also noticed, council was told,
that the town might be
interested in acquiring
land along Main St. for
further downtown commercial expansion –
land that belongs to the
High Prairie School Division (HPSD).
Meanwhile, Ferguson
owns land adjacent to
property designated for
future school expansion
near Gloryland. Some
sort of land exchange involving and benefitting
all three parties might
be possible, Ferguson
proposed.

Town planning and
development director
Laurie Skrynyk stressed
the speculative nature
of the proposal at this
point. For one thing, the
HPSD has not been notified yet, she said. Another variable is that the
provincial government
property in question has
been designated for future seniors’ housing
growth.
“Administration
is
seeking direction from
council,” she said.
“This is still very
much pie in the sky,”
added
CAO
Brian

Vance.
“We aren’t sure if the
HPSD is interested or if
council has an appetite
for it,” said Skrynyk.
Councillor
Julie
Brandle called the proposal, “ambitious and
interesting. I like out of
the box thinking,” she
said.
“I think it’s worth taking a look,” said mayor
Tyler Warman. “We
shouldn’t sit on land for
50 years just because we
hope something else will
happen.”
“Maybe we don’t want

to
get
into
it
waist-deep,” said councillor Phil Lokken. “But
maybe ankle-deep.”
Warman: “Let Mr.
Ferguson know it’s
worth peeking (at) and
see where it goes.”
Skrynyk added for
council’s
information
that if the HPSD accepts
the land swap, Ferguson
benefits because of an
obligation he (or the development company he
is involved in) has to
build road access to the
school
site
near
Gloryland. In the sce-

nario he has proposed,
the additional land there
would abut Caribou
Trail, releasing his company from that obligation. It would, however,
still have to service the
site under the terms of
its development deal
with the town.
Whether the HPSD
will ever need or want to
build a school there is
another question.
“Not anytime soon,” is
the opinion of councillor
Darin Busk.

Help me! I’m melting!
This nice snowman in Hilda Eben Park looked like it was waving for help.

This week in history
From the files of the
Lakeside Leader and
Northland Free Press

Province cuts commercial fishermen by 75 per cent.

2016

1997

Chad Paulson and Ben Fiddler get
set to launch Dog Island Brewing in
Slave Lake.
New bird banding lab is up and running for the spring migration monitoring season.

Slave Lake students are ‘Write
on’ the money in AWNA writing contest. Creative Classified winners are
Daniel Greenbank and Natasha
Pidkowa and Junior Reporter winner was Lyndsey Properzi
Empire Strikes Back plays at the
Rex Theatre.

2012
Field house grand opening is postponed until fire alarm system is complete.
Slave Lake singer Megan Johnston
goes to provincials for third year in a
row.

2007
Harry Bartlett is named Slave
Lake’s Citizen of the Year for 2006.
Friendship Centre director Lucille
Cook receives Esquao Award.

2002
Ice Age plays at the Rex Theatre.

1992
Sandi Foster was the first baby
born in Slave Lake during the
month of April and received a basket of goodies to recognize Dental
Health month
Fisherman’s Cove gets new management.

1975
Seguin Motors LTD gets ready to
move into their new location.
Alberta Liquor Control Board instant identification becomes available at the ALCB store in Slave
Lake for 50 cents.
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Local author adds childrens picture book to his collection
Katrina Owens
Lakeside Leader

Who thinks of using an
octopus as a main character in a childrens
book? Local author
Aaron Lehman, that’s
who.
“I had seven books
and I said that’s it! No
more – seven is a lucky
number,” says Lehman.
“But those are only for
the older kids, I had
nothing for the little
ones. So I thought ‘well,
I could make a picture
book’ – so I did.”

Opie the Octopus tells
the story of Opie who isn’t too keen on his appearance. According to
Lehman, the aim of the
book is to help wee-ones
accept their looks that
they might not be fond
of.
“It was quite difficult
to make,” he says. “You
have to limit any script
and it has to be eye
catching because of
kids’ short attention
span!”
Lehman adds, “It’s a
great book for preschoolers and early

readers – it makes for a
good bedroom story.”
The Leader profiled
Lehman in 2016 and
asked him then if he had
anything in the works,
his answer back then
was no; however shortly
after our interview a
light bulb light up, as it
were.
“In November of last
year it kind of came to
me,” he chuckles. “It
didn’t take a long time to
write, a bit to edit but the
idea came pretty quick.”
As mentioned above,
the motivation behind

the children’s book was
because Lehman felt he
had to fill a void.
“An octopus isn’t your
usual animal character
– it’s different,” he says.
“Young readers can
learn something from
this book; they’re going
to learn about numbers
and about accepting
themselves and their
differences.”
In a nutshell, without
giving away too much of
the story, Opie starts off
asking his mother why
he looks the way he does

and throughout the book
he and his mom go
through why his friends
look the way they do.
“Sometimes
kids
don’t like the way they
are,” says Lehman. “Be
it their skin, hair or this
and that. Opie doesn’t
like himself in the beginning but by the end it isn’t that bad after all.”
Lehman will be selling
Opie the Octopus along
with his other seven
books at various upcoming markets.
“I’ll be at all the usual

places,” he says. “Main
Street Crafters market,
All Seasons Market and
the Farmers Market.”
It’s $15.00 per book,
which includes a separate colouring page full
of Opie and his friends.
“Nicole Krikrun designed it,” says Lehman.
“I’m very happy with it
and the book. How it
does? I don’t know but
I’m happy.”
To see the rest of
Lehman’s books, visit
aaronalehman.wordpre
ss.com.

LSLBO banding report

Who we are, what we are
doing and why
Nicole Krikun
For the Lakeside Leader

It’s spring! Well it was spring and
then winter came back, but spring
will resurface… It always does. Regardless of the weather missing the
‘it’s spring’ memo, the birds got it.
American robin, Slate-coloured
junco, American tree sparrow, as
well as tons of swans, geese and
ducks have shown up in the Slave
Lake region and once again the
Lesser Slave Lake Bird Observatory will be monitoring their moveSlate-coloured junco
ments. This year, just like the past
many, the Observatory will be
staffed by Bander-in-Charge, Rich- and data from all these stations can
ard Krikun and myself, Nicole be used to detect if there is a problem
Krikun. Assisting us for her second with bird populations. Only once a
season is Robyn Perkins, a local bird decline has been identified can relover and recent graduate of the searchers target studies to determine the cause of decline and ways
University of Alberta.
For anyone who is reading my ar- to mediate it.
With the warm conditions early in
ticle for the first time, and who hasn’t heard of the LSLBO I’ll explain a April, we were able to open the Oblittle bit about what we do. We are a servatory really early this year –
non-profit, non-government organi- April 15 – which turned out to be right
zation that was established in 1994 in time for the snow. With the cold
with the mission of conducting stan- mornings the nets haven’t been
dardized, long-term monitoring of opened much, but over a dozen
migratory bird populations. Basi- juncos have been banded as well as
cally we go out every single morning one ruby-crowned kinglet. Despite
in the spring and fall and count ev- poor conditions for banding, many
ery bird we see or hear move birds have been observed moving
through our study area. On top of through the area including the
the visual observations we also do aforementioned juncos, tree sparbird banding. For that, we have a rows and robins as well as our earlibunch of panel nets specifically de- est (and most common) warbler spesigned to catch birds, set up in stra- cies, the myrtle warbler and a few fox
tegic locations throughout the sur- sparrows. As far as the larger sperounding forest. They are closed cies go, we’ve seen sharp-shinned
when we aren’t around or if the hawk, northern harrier, Canada
weather is poor, and opened during geese and a few flocks of tundra
favourable conditions. We check the swan.
nets regularly throughout the morning and any bird we catch is banded,
aged, sexed, assessed for condition
and released.
When we combine the data from
the counting and the banding we get
a daily total for every bird species
encountered each day. These ‘daily
totals’ are created for every single
day and then the year-to-year totals
can be compared and we can determine if bird populations are going
up, down or staying the same over
time. One way to think of us, is that
we are the front-line of conservation. Organizations like ours are lo- Mist nets set up and waiting for micated all across Canada and the US grating songbirds.

Aaron Lehman at the launch of his new children’s book ‘Opie the Octopus’ on
April 15, 2017 at the All Seasons Market at the Slave Lake multi-rec centre.

