
Big mess at the new cemetery
Town of Slave Lake officials were furious and disheartened last week, after somebody vandalized the grounds of the new ceme-
tery on Flat Top Road. “It’s sickening,” said public works foreman Calvin Couturier, who told The Leader the repair job could
cost upwards of $15,000. “It looked beautiful just the other day.”
Town peace officer Mark Becker says a joint investigation is underway, as are discussions about how to encourage anyone with
information to come forward.
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Arnold Viersen, the
Conservative candidate
for Peace
River-Westlock, is doing
a lot of door-knocking in
his campaign – three
hours day, he tells The

Leader.
“Whitecourt,

Barrhead and Westlock
– I’ve got those towns
done,” he says. “I’m
driving through Peace
River right now.”

And what is he hear-
ing at those doors?

“Firearm ownership
is a big one,” Viersen
says. “‘We’re law-abid-
ing citizens,’ they’re tell-
ing me. “‘Don’t make us
into criminals.’”

Viersen is happy to
tell them that the Con-
servatives have no plans
to do that.

On other issues, he’s
hearing both sides.

Temporary Foreign
Workers is one of those.

“Families with teen-
agers are saying they
don’t want jobs taken
away from their kids. On
the other side business
owners say they need
staff.”

There seems to be
quite a divide on the Syr-
ian refugee issue as
well. Viersen says he’s
hearing from people
who think Canada
should welcome as
many as possible, and
right away, and others
who are worried about

security.
On another topic,

Viersen has not relented
on his decision not to at-
tend the Chamber of
Commerce candidates’
forum in Slave Lake on
Oct. 7, although he has
added a couple more to
his schedule.

“I’m doing
Whitecourt, Barrhead
and Peace River,” he
says.

Viersen’s Liberal
Party opponent, Chris-
topher Brown, is finding
out as he’s knocking on
doors is that a lot of peo-

ple don’t know anything
about who’s running.

“One thing I’m hear-
ing is, ‘There’s a candi-
date?,’” Brown says.
“‘And they’re actually
knocking on my door?’”
And what is he hearing
at those doors?

“Different things in
different communities,”
Brown told The Leader

last week. “The econ-
omy, gun control. What
are you going to do if
elected?”

And if he is?

Please see Page 3

Week 8 of the campaign

Candidates knocking on doors, learning things
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