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Forest health,
jobs, treaty
rights all in

the mix

Joe McWilliams

Lakeside Leader

You’ve probably
heard about the First
Nations culture camps
that over the past few
months have also
served effectively as
blockades to logging and
hauling in the hills south
of Lesser Slave Lake.
The Driftpile and Swan
River First Nations – or
at least some people
within those communi-
ties – are unhappy about
the impact of logging in
what they call their tra-
ditional territories.

Some of that senti-
ment was expressed in a
recent news release
from the group called
Keepers of the Water. In
the release, Driftpile
councillor Rod
Chalifoux talks about
the loss of moose licks,
an eagles’ nest, tree
stands for hunting and
damage to traplines.
The Driftpile
camp/blockade was set
up on July 27.

On Aug. 18, Swan
River set up its own cul-
ture camp, south of
Kinuso, on a logging
road, “in order to ex-
press their concern
about the cumulative ef-
fects of forestry prac-
tices and the impact of

those on treaty rights,”
says the Keepers re-
lease. It goes on to say
that Swan River has
been trying for years to
propose a different type
of forest management to
the provincial govern-
ment, without any suc-
cess.

“Alberta Plywood be-
gan logging in Nov.
2014,” the release says,
“against requests to de-
lay.”

Government inaction
has led to the current
“impasse,” the release
continues.

It should be noted that
Alberta Plywood and
other forest products
companies operating in
the area are simply fol-
lowing the terms of their
agreements with the
province. The health of
their businesses and the
employment they pro-
vide depend on
long-term, stable wood
supply. They are acting
with in the rules, but it is
those rules that the
First Nations dispute,
considering the logging
practices unsustain-
able.

It’s a delicate position
to be in, for all parties.
Asked for a comment on
the situation, Peter
Andrews of West Fra-
ser, on the relationship
with Driftpile and Swan
River, provided the fol-
lowing:

“From our perspec-
tive, we have a long rela-
tionship with local First

Nations including
Driftpile and Swan
River. They are our
neighbours, employees
and contractors, and as
such we share many
common interests. In
addition, members of
the First Nations are ac-
tive on the land base and
have many traditional
interests and activi-
ties. West Fraser is
meeting regularly with
the First Nations to
better understand their
traditional interests and

adapt our operations to
meet their short and
long term interests.”

The provincial gov-
ernment obviously has a
key role to play in any
resolution of the
land-use conflicts on
public land. A number of
ministries are involved,
including Aboriginal Re-
lations, whose Minister,
Kathleen Ganley, pro-
vided The Leader with
the following:

“Alberta respects
First Nations’ constitu-

tionally protected
Treaty rights and under-
stands the important
role these rights have in
maintaining First Na-
tions’ cultures. That is
why we are committed
to a renewed relation-
ship with Aboriginal
people and to consulta-
tion that promotes and
supports that relation-
ship. The province also
recognizes the impor-
tance of jobs within the
forestry industry. We
are committed to strik-

ing the right balance of
ensuring a sustainable
forestry industry that
provides jobs for gener-
ations, while respecting
treaty rights.”

Exactly where that
leaves the situation is
not crystal clear, but at
least it sounds as if the
parties are talking.

Meanwhile, Ganley’s
press secretary, Veron-
ica Jubinville, tells The
Leader she understands
both culture camps have
been taken down.

Showdown in the hills: land-use conflicts looming

Katrina Owens

Lakeside Leader

Stop by the Slave Lake
Multi-rec Centre on Oct.
20 and join Slave Lake’s
Rotary Club for a free
French toast breakfast.

The event is being
hosted by the Rotary
Club in partnership with
the Regional Wellness
Team.

Aside from learning
about polio, an array of
educational booths will
be set up . Attendees can
find useful information
about vaccines, precau-
tions and helpful tips to
stay healthy this flu
season.

Donations are wel-
come and will be helping
end polio overseas. As it
stands, Africa has just
celebrated being po-
lio-free for a year. If this
continues only two coun-
tries with active polio
are left worldwide.

For those who do not
know what polio (polio-
myelitis) is, as defined

by Canada’s Public
Health Leader it, “is an
infectious disease
caused by a virus. Polio
can strike people at any
age but children under
age five are most at
risk.” Polio targets the
central nervous system
and can cause tempo-
rary or in some serious
cases permanent
paralysis or death.

Thankfully for modern
medicine and immuni-
zations, the last re-
corded case of polio in
Canada was over 20
years ago. However, de-
veloping countries
aren’t as fortunate as
Canada and have a
much harder time ac-
cessing vaccines. This
can be a factor in why
polio is still active in Af-
ghanistan and Pakistan.

All donations will be
doubled by the Bill and
Melinda Gates Founda-
tion.

The breakfast starts
at 7:00 a.m. and is run-
ning until 10 a.m.

French toast for polio

A gathering at the Driftpile Culture camp, this past summer. Photo courtesy Candae Desjarlais
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