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M.D. 124 councillors
took some time at the
top of their meeting last
week to air their gripes
about the state of area
highways. The com-
plaints were familiar –
mainly having to do with
how much worse the
winter driving gets after
you cross the Athabasca
bridge.

“It’s been like that for
years,” observed coun-
cillor Robert Esau.

“What’s the Alberta
Transportation foreman
doing?” asked councillor
Brian Rosche. “Not his
job.”

Councillor Brad
Pearson: “It’s not im-
proving. I think it’s time
we had him in for a chit
chat.”

Kerik: “Somebody’s
going to get killed. We
need to fix this.”

Council passed a mo-
tion to express its views

on the situation in a let-
ter to the minister, and
to propose a meeting
with government and
maintenance contractor
reps.

Recognition
Council started off its

first meeting of 2015 by
recognizing five staff
members who put in 20
years of service with the
organization. The five
are Kelly Adelman (re-
cently resigned), Wanda
Sinclair, Jim Fauque,
Jim McConnell and
Marvin Schneider.

“It’s pretty impressive
when you have people
here over 20 years,” said
reeve Murray Kerik.
“We must be doing
something right.”

Budget
preliminaries

Council approved a
preliminary version of
the 2015 budget. It has
the core operations por-
tion covered, leaving
about $1.5 million for
various operational and
capital items that coun-
cil still has to approve.
On the operational side,
these include additional
IT support, grand open-
ings, a twine recycling
program, plus various
bylaw reviews and stud-

ies. Council had tenta-
tively approved 13 items,
of 18 initially proposed,
valued at $179,000.

That leaves about $1.3
million for non-core cap-
ital projects. Thirty-one
of these were proposed,
said the written report
before council, and
these had since been
whittled down to 22,
worth $6.6 million.
These include such
things as improvements

to various M.D. facili-
ties, equipment replace-
ments, road repairs and
so on. The biggest item
on the list, by far, is a $4
million Poplar Lane
road upgrade.

Obviously, if these
projects are to go ahead,
more money will have to
be found somewhere.
Grants and reserves
were mentioned.

Fuel surcharge?
During a review of the

cheque registry, coun-
cillor Mike Skrynyk
noted that the waste re-
moval firm GFL has
been charging the M.D.
a 12 per cent fuel sur-
charge.

“That should not be
charged at this time,”
Skrynyk said.

M.D. manager Allan
Winarski said he’d look
into it.

Smith update
Director of rural ser-

vices Russ Jassman re-
ported that concrete
work on the project is
moving forward. In the
arena, electrical work is
underway, along with
ductwork. Drywalling is
to commence shortly.
The estimated comple-
tion date for the arena –
excluding the kitchen –
is the end of February.
The estimated comple-
tion for the hall is July.

More notes on Page 28

Not happy with highway maintenance: council talks tough

Long service at the M.D.
M.D. 124 20-year employees (left to right, holding certificates) Kelly Adelman, Wanda Sinclair, Marvin
Schneider, Jim Fauque and Jim McConnell were thanked at a council meeting last week. Pictured with
them are councillors (also left to right) Garry Horton, Robert Esau, Brian Rosche, Murray Kerik, Darren
Fulmore, Mike Skrynyk and Brad Pearson. Photo courtesy Alanis Marleau
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